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the denominatiuns should form a geometrical series ; but there have
been many advocates of the duodecimal rather than the decimal scale,
as admitting of a greater number of subdivisions.  Un tlus point it
is urged that the decimal nutation 15 naturally employed by all man.
kind 1 common arithuetic and that the employmentof the same scale
in conunercial tables furnishes 2 most valuable harmony, not to be
attained by any other way ; one of the great excellencies of the
decimal system being, thatnot only ave the relations of the several
denominations sunphfied to the greatest possibte extent by thus
aniformity of ratio, but ali cateulations relating to concerete quuntities
can be eftected by the operations of pure arithmetie,

In striking coutrast with tins adunrable sunplicity 15 the complex
arcangement of the many tables with which our textbooks are
crowded. Su griat is the difficulty found in Gxing these i the memory
of children, that an upponeut of the Metnc System, lnmself o teacher
of some eminence, gravely propounded the theory, that it would be
better to defer the learning of tables until the pupil's entrance upon
office work, when he would soon learn by necessity and practice the
spacial table vequired for his particular business. This ingenious
writer cuts the Gordian knat by deciding that the boys should not be
bothered at school by toiling through these very tables, which will
afterwards come to him with such rapidity an@® ease when they are

wanted ; but he does not tell us where to find men of business wilking )

to give office-room tu boys trained on this princple. Let ustakea
rapid survey of the chaos of names and fuctors we are at present
compelled to employ, that we may the better judge of the veasons which
have tempted iy, and  perhaps many others. thus to put off the evil
day. We shall find two scctions wherein we can at least classify the
dificulties here presented ; the first including those relating to varicty
of multipliers; the second, those arising from the use of different
neasures bearing identical names. L'hus, in the first place, supposing
the pupil commits to memory only the most common tables, those of
Long Measure, Avoirdupois Weight, and Troy Weight, be encounters
in these the five prime numbers, 2, 3, 5, 7, 11, in various and irregular
combinations, in connéction with which no reason whatever can be
assigned, or associc.ion suggested, which will fix their relatioas 1 is
memory.  Analysing the table of, Long Measure, we find (omitting
the obsolete barleycorn) the first multiplier 12 (22X3), then 3, then
58 (3,L), then 40 (23 % 5), then (3 23).  Troy Weight gives (23X3),
then (22X 3), then (22X 3). Avoirdupois Weight has (24) twiee, then
(22X 7), then (22), then (22X35), Turning to measures of capacity,
we £nd Liquid Mcasure occupying two tables, that for wine and that
for malt liquors. The former gives the factors 22, 2, 22, up to the
gallon, after which we have 63 (32 %X7), making the hogshbead.
Between these come the anker of 10 gallons, the runlet of 18, and
the tierce of 42.  In ale measure there seems a newrer approach to
regulurity ; and dry measure is the most regular of all, heing almest
purely binary. Wool Weight furnishes another prime number, 13 ;
so that, oddly cnoiigh, whether by accident or design, our system
includes the first 6 of the series of primes.  These examples show, to
a small extent, how vain it is to attempt fixing our present denomin.
ations in the minds of the young by any process beyond that of learning
by rote. In order to save time, I have chosen only the tables most
widely used, omittingseveral whichitis generally cousidered expedient
to teach to i)cginncrs. Even in these it will be scen that there isa
measure of one capacity, 36 gallons, bearing two names, ruulet and
kilderkin ; and a name, hogshead, given to two different measures, of
63 and 54 gallous respectively.

(To be continiu ..)
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OFFICIATL WNOTICES..

APPOINTMENTS

SCHOOE COMMISSIONERS.

His Excellency the Administrat-r of the Government in Council was
pleased, on the 15th December, 1866, to make the following appoint.
ments of School Commissioners :

County of Gaspé—Douglastown: Rev. Mr. Winter.

County of Two Mountains—St. Joseph du Lac: Mr. Jean-Maric Dara.
gon dit Lafrance, fils. :

County of Temiscouata—Trois Pistoles, No. 1: Rev Jean-Baptiste
Gaguon, Pricst.

%

County of Dorchester—Ste. Marguente . Messrs. Jean-Baptisto Drouin
and Picrre Mabon.

County of Maskinongé—St, Paulin . Mr. Jean-Baptiste Lafond, pere.

County of Wolfe— South Ham . Messrs. Samuel Porter, Wilhanm
Th wmpson, Jr., Juseph McKay, Juseph Dion, and Francois-Xavier Robi-
taille,

County of Champlain.—St. Luc. Mr. Olivier Frigon.

County of Lotbinitre.—Ste. Emélic. Mr. Victor Beaudet.

County of L'Islet.—St. Roch des Aulnets. Me, Pierre Pelletier (fils de
Jean-Baptiste Pelletier), Jean-Franyois Pelletier, Michel Carun, Edounrrd
Pelietier and Germain Pelletier, :

County of Joliette— St. Come. Messrs. Elie Brault, Joseph Mirault,
Jules Gaudet, Frangois-Xavier Landreville and Jules Fafard.

His Excellency the Administeator of the Government it Councal was
pleascd, on the 20th Decenber, 1866, to make the following appuintioent
of School Commissioners :

County of Témiscouate —St -Jean de Dieu : Rev Frangois-Xavier Gun)"
and Messrs Thomas Rioux, Juseph Boucher, Cyprien Couturier, and Tho-
s Cote.

. TRUSTEES OF DISSENTIENT SCIHOOLS.

His Excellency the Adnmiinistrator of the Governmens was pleased, on the
13th December, 1866, to make the following appointment of o Trustee of
Dissentient Schools

County of Shefford.—Granby : Mr. William Farley.

His Excellency the Administratur of the Gurernment in Council was
pleased, on the 15th December, 1866, to make the following appointment
of Trustees of Dissenticnt Schools :

County of Napicrville—Napierville. Messes Louis Marceau, James
Manuing and John York.

DIPLOMAS GRANTED B\;ZOARDS OF EXAMINERS.
ROARD OF EXAMINERS OF RIMOUSKL

1st Class Elementary, Fo—Luc Montreuil and Mathildée Michaud.
2nd Cluss Elementary, F — Virginic Anctil, Obsline Cité, Joséphine
Gaudrean and Heariette Pelletier.
November, 1866,
P. G. bowss,
Secretary.

DOARD OF EXAMINERS OF AVLXER.

15t Class Elementary, F—Stéphanic Hotte, Catherive O'Neil, Christo-
pher Dreffin and Joseph Stassardt.
Novenber, 18G6.

-

Joux R. Woops,
Secretary.

BOARD OF EXAMINERS OF SHERBROOKRRK.

1s¢ Class Model School, E § F.—Elise Larivitre.

13t Class Elementary, E § F —Agnis Blondin , £—Beclinda Ross, Sarsh
C. Rankin and Joscph A. Rackian.

2nd Class Elementary, £ § F— Fanny E. Lindsay; E.— Betsey J.
Wilder.

Novewber, 1866.
S. A. Hcro,

Sccretary.

BOARD OF EXAUINERS OF RICHXOND,

1s¢ Class Elementary, E—Janet Dickson Main, Sarah Maria Maio,
Nancy Webb, Adcline Emerson Stevens, Sarah Johaston, Syivia Ann
Taylor, Rosc Matvena Morrill, Huldah Emma Morrill; /. — Adelpbine
Robidon, Adclphine Descoteau, Carmel Pothics, Marie Delvina Morin and
Maric Dacgis. .

November, 1866.

J. I. Granay,

Sccretary.

BOARD OF PROTESTANT EXAMINERS OF MONTREAL.

13t Class Model School, E—Mary"Hardgrave Walsh.

13t Class Elementary, £~Jane Ann NeFee, Harriet McGaury, Margarct
Rodger, Mary Sommerville and Charles H. Sawyer.,

Novembre, 18G6.

T. A. Gizsoy,
Scezctary. .

BOARD OF CATHOLIC EXAMINERS OF MONTREAL.
12t Cless Elementary, F~Justine Bélanger, Philoméne Cheact, Azilda

Deraers, Virginie Desilets, Arthémise Drowin, Eliza Dufresne, Caroline



