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Mathemnatlcs and Physlcs.

It is customary for a teacher, on
being asked to ýL)ntribute ta an edu-
cational magazine, ta laud his own
teaching spccialty. We shall be but
following custom if we say a few
words on mnathernatics and physics,
but not with the intention of unduly
praising them.

The study af mathemnatics is corn-
rnonly said ta be dry, uninviting and
uninteresting. Ta the uninitiated it
may be Sa, but ta hiin wbo lias passed
beyond the portai of the study it is
nat so. It is compased of branches
of knowledge the pursuit of wbich
becomes captivating in the extreme.
Whien, as the result of a stern en-
deavor ta salve a difficuit problern,
taxing ail a student's powers of at-
tention and concentration> a solution
lias been obtained, wbat exhilaration
of success! wbat consciausness of
power!1

It is coimonly stated that those
who pursue a course in mathemnatics
receive a narraw educatio.i. That
miay bc sa. We doubt it. We be-
lieve tbat the lionor graduate in
matbematics lias but laid broad and
deep the granitic foundations of
knowl'edge upon wvbich lie is ta rear
thc superstructure of bis palace of
wisdam.

The student of matbernatics is said
ta bave small appreciatian af good
literature. We tbink the opposite ta
be the case. The students of the On-
tario Normal College have nat far ta
go ta seek an illustration af aur state-
ment. To the student of mathematics
grood literature cornes as a relaxation
froni tb- severe strain of cantinued
appli- on ta difficult problems.

Befare leaving the subject af
mathematics we ii ta give a few
af the values set down ta its credit in
an American journal of educatian:

1. An associative value that cannot

be spared in a liberal education, par-
ticularly in science training.

2. A discipliiarian value because of
the special seriousnuss of its drafts on
the mind's power of attention, con-
centration and persistence of effort.

3. A unique value in the facilities it
offers îor bringing tbings to a head
and finishi, and giving that conscious-
ness of powver and spurs to highler
en deav or.

Let 9«he stuclent who lias followed
the study of pure mathemnatics to the
end of his third ycar take the optional
physics of the fourth. He will then
overcome any (if any) tendency to
narrowness. A new vista will be
opened up to bim in the wonders of
sound, light, heat, magnetism and
electricity. H-e wvî1l apply niuch of
bis mathcrnatical. theory to the solu-
tion of problems on the correlation
of t'le forces of nature. He will have
bis mind directed ta the study of
natural phenomena in their different
forins. He will find the st'bject of
physics as captivating, as that of
mathemnatics. HIe will not wvonder
that such devotees of science as
Faraday, Huxley and Lord Kelvin
have revelleci in it for the love of it.
While we would flot place science
first, science last, science mnidsti. and
without end, as Spencer does, still
we think that it is coming more to
the front as a course of study, and
the humanities are stepping clown
soinewbat frorn the high ped-stal
they have so long occupied.

We wvould not eulogize mathemat-
ics, we would nat eulogize classics,
or science, or English literature, but
we would eulogize that person ,,vbo,
having spent many years as a student
of some ane particular branch of
knawledge, lias now the desire (and
acts upon it) of adding ta his knowl-
edge a knowledge of uther branches,
sa that lie may become more fully
an educated mnan.
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