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tatly stage of the drying tnere shôuld
corne a few unfavorable days, the
fish "slime over." The washing bas
then to be repeated before drying
can be coxflinued. If more than one
"'sliming" should occur, the cod takes
a yellowish tinge and is no longer of
first quality. After the curing iscom-
pleted, the fish are sorted according
to size and color into eight grades,
lst and 2nd Merchantable; lst and
2nd Madeira; lst and 2nd Brazils,
and lst and 2nd Cadiz.

Strict and well-enforced Iaws regu-
lating modes of fishing, the taking of
immature fisli the using of nets of
a nature destructive to young flsh
and the observance of close seasons
have done much to arrest the decline
of this valuable industry. AdIded to
this is the establishing at Dildo, on
Conception Bqy, of a hatchery for
the artifirial propagation of the cod
and lobster. Now the spawn is care-
fully preserved and propagated in
floating incubators. In this way mil-
lions of fry are placed in the waters
annually.

While man is doing ail that scien-
tific study and invention can do to
perpetuate the noble cod, Providence
continues to provide food. It is one
of Nature's peculiar provisions, one
of her wonderful processes that makes
good to corne out of apparent evil.
The Arctic Current carnies in its ice-
bergs, the terror of sailors, countless
tons of ocean slime from the seas and
rivers of the Arctic regions. Upon
this " slime-food" swarms of micro-
scopic crustaceans. annelids and mol-
lusca feed. These in turn furnish
food for the capelin, squid and her-
ring which are devoured by the cod.
When the cod is assimilated by mnan,
Nature's circle is complete. Curi-
ousI., enough this slime is most abun-
dant in the neighborhood of ice-fields
and icebergs and so long as the Arc-
tic Current flows, the existence of the
cod fishery is assured.

These ice-fields carry another source
of wealth. From the lOth to 2Oth of

February are born the yourig seals,
and so rapidly do they *'yrow, that by
the middle of March they are in best
condition to be taken. They must bc
sought before they take to the water,
ixe. at about the sixth week of life.
Wlien born, and Up to the time of
leaving the ice, the baby --.a] is
snowy white. After leaving the mo-
ther it is no longer a " white coat"
with smooth woolly fur,but it becomes
a "iragged jacket> with rough, spot-
ted, darkish fur. These young seals
are the best for oil and fur. The
peits with fat attached are taken in to
St. John's or Harbor Grace, and there
the oil is extracted by a process in
which steam is used for "trying out."
Large glass-roofed tanks hold the oul
during the "sunning" or clarifying
process.

These folk live most peaceably
among themselves, a quiet, orderly,
church-going, law-abîding, sober peo-
pie. They have few warits, and ap-
parently take life in a free-from-worry
style. Everything is very uncertain.
This has trained them to great pa-
tience and untiring perseverance.
They have Iearned to be always ready
for tliey know flot the day nor the
hour when their greatest harvest is to
be taken. Their characteristics may
be summed up by quoting two of
their sayings--"It's too late to make
your canvas when the breeze is on,"
and "Neyer bid the Devil good-morn-
ing till you meet him."

Education is quite backward. Only
lately has any very serions attention
been given to this need of the people.
It is impossible to have school sec-
tions in the smaller settiements, in
small coves wîdely separated by capes
and promontories. There are hun-
dreds of settiements consisting of
from a dozen to twenty families, scat-
tered along a shore all poor and strug-
gling bard for daily bread. There is
no system of education ; everything
is carried on upon the den ominational
principle, there being four Superin-
tendents .of Education; 'There would


