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declension, the Spirit wvas stili in the Church and made it indes-
tructible. And in a time of great trial, Peter declared that «1 'llt
Spirit of God and of Glory rested on the people." The Lord's
promise that le would send the Spirit to be lis substitute, and ti)
abide in the Chiuich is most explicit, and must not be restrictcd to
the Aposties, for by the Spirit the ivorld %vas to bc convinced or
convicted.

As these promises of the Spirit are rnost general and indefinite,
we are flot warranied to suppose that they include inspiration and
miraculous powers which the Aposties posscssed, and whichi werc
-"the signs of an Apostie." To understand what is included in. the
general promise of the Spirit, we must examintc the spccific statu-
ments of what the Spirit 'vas to do continually. These combined,
iridicate whiat the Chiurch is encouraged to expect.

We aire not to, suppose thiat the Spirit cxerts I-is power only
occasionallv, or to recognize Ilis working only at special times likct
those of Moses, Elij ah or Pentecost, or in what arc considered great
relitrious movernents. This %vould be very well if the Spirit werc
to, visit the wvorld only occasionally. But we are told that wlvhen
Christ sent 1-im, I-le carne to abidc forcver. \Ve kaow that thec
Spirit is always active. H-e is likened to the wind and the firn
So wve must believe that the Spirit's great and invisible workz is
constanthy goirig on, and is to be constantly cxpect2d by the Churcli
everywhere. For example, there must bc a tircat spiritual work
going on in the Churchi to kcep it up even to, its present standa>rd.
or to perpetuate it. Great mnultitudes are constantly rernoving to
the upper sanctnaryV, and yct tli Cliurchi is not diminishied on thi,
account. This must imply a work off the Spirit coiistantl3y going
on over the len-th and breadth of the Church, even w'herc no,
aŽrnarkable rclig-icius niovemnent is at ail visible. It wvill flot do tto
say that the nuniber of thc saints is lept up by special works of
,grace iii favorcd localities, for this wvould irmply that the Chutrchi
in othier places inust almost tir altogcther disapplear. But to kecp
Uic Church up to its prescrnt standdard, therc niust bc a const'ant
%tork of the Spirit uver the wvhole cectent oie it. But this. althoughl

avery great work, is a sniall amiownt of whiat the Spirit is doing.
The Church, is steadily iincrcasingl- every-wlicrc, and it is constantly
extcndiwg its spherc, pectrating into heatlhen lands; and this
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