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TORONTO, 1 )EC iE. .ll' , 1892.

T.1-1E CO0U'NC IL 0 F THE ALLIANCE 0F
THE P\rEFORM.NED CHURCHES.

T HE Fiftii Comncil of the Alliance has met -and pa§sed juta
history. it is late, but perhaps not too late, ta make refer-

ence ta it; for the gahrigwas of mi-ore that transieut impor-
tance. It may bc permitted to an onflooker, who wvas present at
s.e-verd-t 1r11cu metings, to state sonie impressions in refer-ence
to the recent comncil.

Th7le occasion wvas ane of deep interest. The al-arm of choiera
and thie dread of quarantinc mav have lessened the number of
members, but the attendance Nvas large and representative.
When thie Alliance wvas ilormied in Landou, il' 1875, twenty-t'vo
churches in Europe and Arnerica took part in the praceedingys,
anlld VAen thie Iirst council met in Edinburgh in julv, 1877, there

vresome -18 or li; churches rcpresented at thc meeting. Since
thait timc inanv o'f the menibers of the Prcsbyterian familv have
joineci thie Aliance, aind ilowý, it represents nc'arly ail the more im-

p'trUuîI tPresb\-teriau or Reformied orgyaiizatianis. It is understood
that theure are, in :,i1, sonie ji distinct Presbyterian Chur-ches,
scattored orth rlowicSo are cannected with the

Alliance. Thuse bod'cs report .23,9,51 ministers, i2o,9,33 clderr
4, 1,9 co mnicants, and upwmards af 3,000,000 af ebidren

under traiig lu the Salbthi-schocol, w~hile the adhering popu-
lation is flot k-ss thian 20,000,000. Iu the cauncil at Toronto,


