
THEa INDIANS OF AMBRIcA.[Jn ]

The Indian, on lighting the cigarette, sends ecd of thc first six piffs
in a contrary directionî, but in sucli a sly way as to clude a strangcr's
observation~. This is a religions ccremony which rcminds one of the,
Jewislî " wavo offering," waved toward7 the points of the compass to
declare in pantomime that " the eartlî is the Lord's and the fulless
thereof." Thus the sinoker propitiates theTrucs and exorcises the witchles.

lu the spring of the year thec medicine men sîut; tliernselves ulp for
f .four to eight days, smoking wcer, to, assure rain, and during ail tl)is

time they neitiier leave tieir scats nor cnt. Tlîey arc complellitig-, bL'
clouds of smoke, rain cloudf, to, yield their moisture.

Scalping is not inerely a savage customn of cruelty, but a sacrcd rite.
.Aunong thec Tigua tribe the scail) is knowvn as the "sacred liair," or
" bark of the oak. " Iii flic secret niche in the wall of the estuifa the
sacred " barks" are treasured aud taken out whvien the season for tile
"dance of the sacred bark" coines.

The scalp bas been snatchcd froîn the vietinu îot offly as a trophly,
but because its possession wvas believ'ed to, imply a traîîsfcr of flic Sk-iII
aîid valor of its previous possessor. It is removed hy a rough, circular
sweep of the knife, and a tearing f the skin fromn the skull. The trophiy
must be carefully " cured" by thîe taker hirnself, for even an a-cci(leitil
touci on the part of anotiier conveys awvay its inagical virtues, at Ienst ini
part.

A Pueblo party coming back with scalps could not corne into towNu or
bo met by their fauflics. Tlîey rnust camp outsidc at a distance anîd
send forward one haiE of the war party to, repoiÂ- to the caciqne. After a
fortnight the warriors leave the confinement of flhc estufa, and gYo to -.ieet
and relieve the other hialf of the party guardingr the scalps, wvhilc they
corne to fast in the estufa ; after another fortnigit, the two parties incet
hialf-wiay and enter the pueblo, siuging -%ar songs and bearing the scalps
to the cacique and the esttf/a. Tiien anotiier period, of fastingI and puri.
fyingr extends fromn cight to, twelve days, cvery detail beingr s..rutpuloiisly
regutlated.

The estufa is a round, loiw structure, wvith a diameter of froin forty to
fifty feet, -%vith cIosed sides entered by trap-doors froni flie roof. WitIlin î
it bas bare ivalls, the round room, having no ornament but anilers or rude thei
representations of sartred animais. Even the mode of entry is prescribed. &C
Mounting the ladder, one r-nust approacli the trap-door from thc 2vest side, tiiu
back down flic inside laddcr, aud tara to flic riglit at flic bottomi and 1[
make a circuit of the roomn a foot from flic wall, and th en takze bis sent in eh
the semi-circie around the sacrcd fire. To turn to t7ue leff.,would be fatel, Wl
for the ghost of the scalped victim would clisse hliî wvith a lasso ail ei
toucli birn wiflî the death touch ! So ivAen flîey niale their exit frùm the
estufa tlîey approach the inside ladder from, the left, on flic roof ttom to for it
the rigit, niake anotiier circuit, and come down thc outer ladder back* tribe
ward. *g
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