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began thie study of English wvith the
]Rey. Dr. Ballaghi, and kept a very
careful watch of him~ to see iviiercin
-was the secret Of his powver to make
,converts. Hfe did flot believe in a
God, and supposed ail wvorship wvas
mere formn and the evidence of a
iveak and depravod mind.

With each of his lessons there ivas
allied some religions instruction and
prayor. Ifc had no interest in theso
furthier than more curiosity, and
listeneu to thom, not to be proflted
by themi, but if possible to detect
thieir errors and thus be able to op-
pose then.

But one day Mr. Ballagh prayed
very earnestly that God would send
His spirit upon this people and open
theiroeyes te, sec the tru th as it is in
Jesus. The earnostness and evident
sincerity of the prayer nmade such an
impression upon this young mian
thiat lie could not resist the convic-
tion that there is a God, and thaï, lie
dloes hear our prayer. This convic-
tion ivas se strong that hoe at once
beg-an to sekl- a knowledge of God
and hiow lie cou]ld serve Hufm. After
a short peried of inquiry lie found
tic Nvay of peace, and f ully accepted
Chirist as lis Savieur. Se groat -vas
Iiis jey that lio could net sleep, and
hespent the whole nîglit in singing
"lJesus loves mie." He was not con-
tent with a moere trust in God for
salvation, but lie feît that the relig-
ion cf Christ required a service ac-
cording te this ability and oppertu-
nity ofoach individual.

Frein this time the -,vhole tenor of
his life wvas clîanged, and lie feit that
hoe ouglit te niake knoîvn this gospel
tothie pooplo. Hc begon the study
of theelogy wîth Dr. S.R. Breown, and
leoked gladly ferward te the time
whien hoe would be able te proacli te
others the saine truthis that 'had
brought life and comfert te his seul.

Abeut throo yoars later a cali came
frem Dr. Palmi of Niigata for a na-
tive helper wvho could aid lin la con-
ducting religious services in connc-

tien witli iedical work. It was a
liard flcld, and accompaniod wvith
more or less of porsonal danger. The
poo et that section were very bit-
ter against Christianity, and ne one
fell inclincd te go. (Mr. Oshikawa
did net thinkz it wvas a call te, him,
but foît that the consideratien of
sufety wvas a sufficient rea son whyhle
should reomain at Yokohama.)

But at one et the sabbath evcning
prayor meetings the subjoot wvas re.
fcrrod te, and 11ev. Mr. Ballagh ef-
ferod spocial prayer that the Lord
wvould incline some ene te acceptthe
eall. As this request wvas effered te,
God, Mr. Oshikawa scemed te hear
a voice froîn lionven saying,' "lGo te,
Niigata." Ho arose from. lis knees
anI salid, I 'vii go. The Lord bas
callcd me."

Three days later hie wvas on lis
journoy. It wvas in the last ef De-
cember, and a distance ef 203 miles
over reugli nieuntain roads that were
fllod with snoW~, and in places almost
impassible. But with God te
strongtlien and comtort him, lie
prossod on.

At a town cafled «Uyeda lie learned
that there Nvas a sinail baudf eto-
lievors whe wovre afraid te eall thon-
selves Christians, and se hiad formed
thernselvos into a "lTemperance Se-
ciety." But they keptthce Sabbath,
and met rogiflarly te, worship God
and study Uic Bible. Tlîey hiad only
a copy of the gospel ot Mattliew;
and yet they came te a knowledge ef
God and his wership by this alone.

Mr. Os tiikava sought eut this band
of secret disciples, and they were de-
liglhted beyond measure te have some
eue to toacli theni more fully the
doctrines ef the cross and the duties
ef ail wvhe believe in the Lord Jesus.
At their earnest solicitation le re-
mained with thern twe days, aud the
whiole tino was spont ini instruction
and 'vorship.

This work continued. te presper,
and Rev. Mr. Ballagli afterwards
visitod the place and formed this
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