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CAvsas 0F Divisio. vi TUE Cmxacu
AnD PROSPErCTS OP UNITy.

Sacred history makes knoivn to us
tiîat at a veryecarlyperiodof thechurch,
and even when it wvas under apostolie
auperintendence, it began toi be agitated
wvith discordant sentiments, and violent
contentions. Strife and debatearc;se ev-
en within those sacred precincta whiere
the gospel of peaceliad shed its light
and soothing influcnce on the darkened
understandings and warring passions of
such as oivned obedience to the fait,
and ivho were uniteui iii the banda of a
love that neyer fà7Ueth. It wc'uld ai)-
pear, at Ieast iii refèrence tu, the Chris-
tian community in Corinth,* that
these disputes originated from an undue
partiaiity i difrcrent, parties cacht ta

*Sce Fpi£Uct ta uhe Coriaiblan,, pasaIzi.

their favorite ttachcr-a too frequent
cause or schism in the body of Christ
during ail its subsequent history. "One
admired the pla,ïnness and the purity of
Paul'à doctrine; another wvas charzned
with the cloquence of Apollos: onu
professcd adherence to Cephas3 on ac-
courit of bis greater vencration for 3cw-
ish cercmonies; and another prided him-
self on bis superiority to hurnan teacb.
ers, and profe.ssed to be a follower of
Christ adone, perhaps becausse lie he-
Iongcd to the church'of Jerusalemn, and
had seen Christ in the flcsh." Those
werc certainly in themselvos harrn-
Zcss partialities. s'uchl predilections
seem ta be unavoidable, oonstituted as
human naturo is, in a Society of por.
sons who.se capacities, acquirements
and tastes aro unequal and varjous. Wuo
cannot perceive that there %vas aught
morally wrang in one mari, %vho perhaps


