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till at length its friends augmient in number, power, and daring, and the
very citadel of truth niay ho menaced or taken. We are well warned by
the example of othier Churches. The progrrss of semi-Pelagian views
in some of the Churches of America, lias dissolved their union and
threatened thecir very existence. In Eugland, Arminian error has lainen-
tably spread, and if vie except the E4piscopalian Chiurcli, which, With a
C.alvinistic creed and, to a great extent, an Arminian or Semii-Popish
Clcrgy, lias beon Uts great bulwark, the influence of WTesley lias been next
in order,-whoso personal pioty, unoqualled zeal, and untiring activity,
aided by an effective, tboughI somiewhiat secular and tortuous systemi of
Ecclesiastical policy aLnd great multitudes of zoalous followers, have con-
tributcd to diffuse that systemn through the Ion gthi and bre-adthi of the land.
iIy such examiples lot us takce wvarning, and whetber sustained by many or
by few, continue to display a banner because of tho truth.

Ifn judging of individuals or Churches, indeed, it becomes us wisely
and charitably to distinguish between tl.aso who bold the head, and those
who dcny Mlin, preaching another Gospel, and gladly to own the former
as Christian brethren, althougli in sonie things they be otberwise miuded,
aznd in our judguinit, warped and mnisled by error. Lt is our duty to rejoice
in wliatever boceflt to the souls of mon G cd inay effeot by the instrumentality
of their labours, lest wc should incur the robuke cf our Lord, addressed te
fis raslh and weak disciples, "M.N.aster, we saw one casting eut devils in
thy naine, and vie forbade bini, becauso lio followeth not with us." And
Jesus said, IlForbid him not, for hoe that is nlot against us is for us,"
Luke, ix. 49, 50. But it must not ho forgotten, that orror whether in
doctrine or conduet, does not lose its character by the piety of those on
whomn it is chargeable; thiat evenl those vihexoie c ust account not enemies
but brethron, may ho Ieft te walk disorderly; and, that in no alliance is
error more dangerous than in that of zealous and good mon.

"In looking, back on the circumistances of the Secession Church from,
its commencement, now more than a h1undred years ago, and observing the
way by which the Lord our God hath led us, it becomes us gratefully to
own bis abounding goodness and morcy. In particular, Ho hath se watched
over the interests cf Gospel Truth among us, as that ne departure from the
faith, no division or confiiet of sentiment on any ovangelical doctrine, bas
prcvailed in our Churchi. Individual mnembers have gone out fromn us;
but the Body bas been preserved from ail suspicion of apostacy froma the
purity of doctrine originally prorcssed by the Secession Ohurch. By the
entire Body the samne glorious Gospel of the Blessed God bias been pro-
fcssedly boeld fast; and withi tho necessary allowance for diversity of gifts,
various ineasures of religious attainment, and an unavoidablo and vihole-
soine variety of expressions and illustrations, froin overy pulpit the same
Gospel has been declared. Ililierto, purity of doctrine bias been the
acknowledged distinction of the Secession Church, the great instrument of
its extension, and sve trust will continue to bo, its chiof and most powerful
attraction.

IlFinally, lot us rejoico that the interests of truth and of the Churcli are
entrusted to Christ. Zion is ongraven on tho palms of His bands; bier
vialîs are ever before Humn. H1e is tco vigilant and too faithful a guardian
te permiit any portion of Ilis ovin truth to perishi. For this purpose Ile was


