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a pair of tight leggins over the 1005e trous-
ers, and wear lieavily-wadded ov'ercoata.
The v'intrap.is of velvet, fur. broadcloth,
.or flannel; and the summer bat of straw or
bamboo.

"'Ohinese etiquette, and 1 believe even
law, forbids aay private citizen to change
lus winter cap for the summqr one, or
vice veria, until the governor of the prov-
uice bas cbanged bis, and that fact bas
been oflically annoutncedl. The thick-soledà
slioes are rnade of silk or cotton witb
leather soles, the edges of wlîich are kopt
dlean by whiting irîstead of bl.ckin)g; and
the stookinga of hioth sexes and aIl raiîks
are cnit out and made of silk or cotton likc
any other garment; and of course cannot
be tight- fitting, or sbaped tcm the ankie. "

PEitIL.-"Won't you please tell us
momnething of the houîbdiold arrauge-
inents. "

Mits. F.-'AII the domnestie affairs in-
cluding the employment of servants, the
entertainiment of guests, the performance
(of religious rites, and t.- a larger extent
even the houtiehold expenszes are gencrally
loft to the wife without any dictation
fronu her hu.%band; as fi aIso the entire
control of the cbildren for the first seven
years of their life. Thus the wife's power
is ofton greater than that of the husband
and father, and ber influence over hier
children is next to omnipotent, ini con-
sequence of this al*olite poivcr oî'er î'hein,
iM. everypar-ticiidar, during the most plastic
period of their lives. Ronce, if China is
I o be irait for Jesus, iw md~ save the wco-

FA-,N'F."IIVare marriages provid-
cd for ini tbe 'Flowery Iiigtdoli.'

Mus -"Mr g is veryý gt-Ieera in
China aîd within the reach of ail], but in
upper tendouni, at least, g11irls are kept se-
cluded, and froin childhood difforemît trainî-
ing of tbe'two sexes is înaintained; and
betrothials are arranged either by the p)ar-
enîts or professional nacinies-'o
betweens' as they are callcd ail over the
Eat. Engagemuents take p)lace very early
for tue giris-someti nies at tbree or four
years of age; and of course the child whose
future weal (or woe is thus bartereà away,
lias no voice in the itiatter. Tbiat 'm-ar-
riages are made in heavei'no nation more
devottly believes than do the Chincse;
axîd they enter upon its forraalities in thme
gravest iinannier. Evexu the precise hour
as well the day of male and feinale infant'

birth is carofully noted as havilng an imi-
portant bearing on the narriage question.
Both sexes are also consulted at 'tle tinte
ef hotrotlîal, incense'is burried, and many
teclinchtl Çormalities observed. A great
foast follows the betrothal at whichi the
prospective bride is arra.yed in gorgeous
apparel of crinîson silk ivith briglît buttons
and manifold ornaments, ail of whichi can
bc hired for the occasion if the fainily's
rncans are limited. If she be stili a child,
the littie betrothed is allowed full liberty
anionig the maie as well as the female
guests, and of course enjoys the conscious-
tiess of being one of the chief personages
on so grand an occasion, experiencing, ail
a child's elation at finding hierself (of more
importance than she biad ever before
dreanied: and littie cornprhieninig.the dark
future to 'which ail this splendor is but the
introductory.".

Lucy.--"At wbat ag sually do these
betrothed children iiarryV'

Mits. F- "At îîny Lime between twelve
and sixteen that inay be rnost convenient
to ail, the rnarriagretakes place; wvben a
feast is made, guesta are nv ited, musicians
are engaged, the bouse of the bridegcooi
or of his parents is cleanied f roin top ito
bottom, the bridai chamber is newly fur-
ished and decorated with brighlt or sen-
nuous pictures suit-ed to tie occasion, and
with more or less 1o)0> and parade; the
inexperienced child is borne aw'ay front a
]oving mnother's iniistry to the unkmiown
houme ocf a tuait se lias neyer seen, and
possibly ean nover learn to love or even to
tolerate, to l)e literally the slave of bis
xnotber's caprices, tibe rnaid of ail wvork in
lus bouse, to be taunted and scolded, and
perbaps beaten, while bier liisband never
dreanis of interfering, perbaps noL even
caring- for the bitter bondage of bis jhild
wife, or seeing lier tears, but utterly %in-
able t> bielp the cause, even if lie wished
tu do so.

"For Ohinese custorn ,ives the umother-
lai-1law---duiring lier life- tiime -euîtire coni-
trol of b er soi's wife; axîd if tbere are sev-
oral sons unarried ail liv ing in the paternal
boine, tihe case is stili lbarder, espccially
for the wives of the younger sons, as they
are under the control of the sister-in-lav,
as wvell as the old people. It is only after
the nîotber-in-law's deatlî that the sonos
miay bave establislînients of their own,
anîd tben tlîe real reign of the wife begins.
Should tbey loose their hiusbands before


