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IN THE WOODS.

%%l ]lave beca afriff thit our gooci friend Mr. Old
G;rulb had wandered a.way su far la bis Grubhing that lie
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THE TIGER-BEETLE.

lIV t;R,%FI STEWAWR, TORONTO, AGEY)'rifiRTEEN.

Ïks I 0WJJ1 V > II . ... ý ýP"1 . ,l'lie ravages of the i)ragon.fics and Ant-lioiis are weil'cre planning a scarcli part>' for hlm. in lie wvalkced,aii tw
-attered wlb kn rîwtewodbu sroyad, but those of the TIiger-beetle arc not so gcncrally
it as a northcrn sk>'. Wce are glid that the dcar old umderstood. Ylet il is as fierce and formidable to iii-
lemian turned up again. He brings lis always soie scî lufe as both together. In ils larv'o, Lec., in ils mnaggot
g fresi foin bis ralbls state, it is a soit, srnall, white grub with a hump on its

* * * * * * * * back, and a hook, attached. It docs flot look as if it
ABOUT RFFS.could caitch an insect, but what itliacks in spced it
ABOU TRES. akes uj> for in cunning. Il digs a hole about one foot

'hy does t tree die whlen we cut the bark? Beccause deep and half anr inch la dianieter, and haags by its
inner bark coîîîains the life of the plant. If it be book near thc top. As soon as sonme unwary ant or
at one side of the trc, that side of the trec above other srnail insect approaches its burrow, it darns out
cut will wither and die of sîarvation. Ail its food is its formidable jaws and èarries its luckiless victirn to the
)ff. AUl its larders are closed. If we cut the bark bottorn of ils den and sticks ils juices, leaving the liard
ound, tUec whoie trcc dies. parts untouched..
he outer bark is cailcd the rind. Ili solîle trees, as It tiien restiues its watch at the niouth of its lai.
ie birch and the liecch, ibis rind is thin. Ifi others, WViien the timie cornes it spins lîself a case of silk and
1 the maie, the clini, and the basswood, it is thick. sand and lies apparenîly dead at the boîtorn of its hole.
others, again, suc> as the aslî, and the spruce the But, while scemingly dcad, ail its internai parts are
15 Scaly. changing, and, when rcady, the beautiful iridescent

lie inner bark is the truc bark,--the seat Of lite, beetie crawls out of ils oid skin and restiues lis search
e place wlîere the iiew buds are bori and after prey. Now, flot l)y traps, but partly by stcaith and
rîshed. The bark does not grow so fast as the parîly b>' open warfare.
d, aad so it gels ofien torn aad furrowed by the A little beetle seenis unfitted for tmis; but let us look

dbursting it out of ils %vay. Ili soline trees the Outer at it for a while. Catch it, if you can, for it is vcry
s of tbe bitlk are coîîstantly being thrown off by ex- swift and quickly files III. See ils shining green mail,
ire to thie weatlîer. Thiese are rcpflaccd by layers and what mail it is 1 So liard as to be difficult to pierce
ie inner bark. with a pin, so light as îlot 10 imi)ede is motions la the
lie wood also coxîsisis of two parts: the outer or leist, and so well jointcd as flot to have oae vulnerable
Itood, and thc intcrior or Izeari 7eood. If le latter 15 part. fila fine," as J. G. %Vood says, Ilsuch a suit of
Lily firmier ln texture and darker ia colour. Aay day armour as no mon-arch cver posscssed and ao artist ever
miay cotait the layers of the îvood. They are dis- conceivcd."

tly seca. A ncw one is fornied every ycar, close la TIhis is its defensive arinour. Let us now look at its
ie inner bark, and that is iiow we can tell just hIow offensive weapons. Trhey consist of its jaws which are
a1 trce 15. curved and sharp, and niove hori?.ontally. They are

* * * f * * * ~made of a liard, green substance like horn. Approach
.ABOUT WVATEItR. your finger to thcmn and they aie opencd aearly in a

bhat is its colour, when the water is pure ? straight hune. It cannot hurt our thick skias; but
is blue. Illue is ils niatural colour. la ver>' deep imagine it tearing a fly. heîil wishes to atîack ils

iI tic wvatcr is deep Nlue. The grcenish tint aiear prey it crceps up aad thîc with one spring grips its
shore is caused by the aearness of the bottom. Ihe victiin la its jawvs and sticks its juices. But you say,

15 blue; the (listant mounitains are blue ; thiags "lHow cari a uittle bectie caitch, prcy ?" 1 will answer
i Irough a great spacc of air are blue ; because the YOII thtis
idles of vapour ia the air, îhrough whicii iiese ob- IlVou must not look upon the riger-beette as slug-
sare seen, are bine. The greater the inoisture in g.ish. It can mun more swiftiy than anyîlîiag eIse of ils
air,-the more particles of vapour in the air,-the sk1e eXcept Perliaps an ant, and takes iagas easily as a
)er thc bluc of the mnountaiuis and the sky. fi>'."y

* * * * * * iWoe t0 aay unfortunate iasct that crosses its path
i talk-iig about trees 1 îwiglit have said Iliat the for its appetite 15 neyer satiated, and there are fcw whiciî
s arc strippcd off for the fishiermien. - li the latter cati escape ut by flight. Sa we must end tbis bruef ae-

of MNay, whcn the sealing voyage is over, crewvs count cf one of the îîîost woaderfui beiags ever made,
)are for the cod.fishcry. Tbey go int thie woods to wbosc history might: take a voluine to, lîscf aid leave

* .... . . - ucli unsaid.
cut Young spruce runos. 1 facy gct tacail about Uive icci
long. W'hcn the trees are young the riad is easily
strippcd off. They ate theiî pressed ont fiat, and used
to cover piles of fish ia wet wcather.

ABOUT TITE OflE£R.

1 is said to be slow. B3ut it is not so slow as we
thiink. It gives itseif a kind of làf now aad then, la a
vcry curious fashion, nad pusiies aiong, îvith a rùn and
a slide. Iha sonie countries tie people tanie i autd con-
sîruct it iiato a fisherman for thenm. It is a capital fisher.
The otter is the oniy animal sportsmain, the oaly /o7z'er
animal tbat Mils for amîusemnt and not for food. How
it dives for the gleaming prey. Evea when it is hungry
it eaîts only tic head and the sliouldr,-the oîîer's bite.

YOUNG SALMON.

A Society, of course wiîlî a vcr>' bard anmiie, iz stock-
ing the rivers of France with saiîîîon, and have coni-
mcnced on a large scale upon the rivers that flow int
the Mediterranean. One huadred îlîousand cggs were
scnt froin Califoria, and piaced la the saînion cgg
nurseries. Here little baby sainion is bora, auîd whea
he c.ai attend to hirnself lie is turaied ont laîo the sea
rivers, tlîousands of thein at a ie.

Wh>' don't our young Canadian sainion go to show
tlîeun a thiag or tvo iii France ?
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