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Nothing has since been heard  (rom
Qitawat o this subj-ct, nnd the counctt
would aavise that it projer vepresentie
tioa b made to the members of parline.
mend frow Manitoba and the North
west Territories with an urgent re
ques: that thoy take it up with the
government and insist that some Ine
proved form be adopied for the com-
pillneg and publication of our export
statistics.

ENXTENSION OF ¢ANADIAN NORTII-
ERN RAILWAY.

Mr. T. O. Davis, M. P., communicated
with the botrd , asking their support
to steure from parliament an exten-
sion of The Canadian Northern rafluay
charwer to enable them te carry thelr
line to Prince Albert. together with
the ordinary and usual land grant., Jt
wis then proposcd te ask for an an-
nual grant of $80,000 per year, for
the term of 20 years. on exactly the
s+ basis and terms as ander which
they had secured a Jike subsidy {or
that portion of the road extending
frotit Giadstone throuxh the Dauphin
comnry to Winnipegosis aml tho Red
heer. exeeps that in this case and for
this extension the government  woulld
reiain control over rates amd  ranning
powers. Tais mautter was referred to
a committie. who comrmunicated with
Mr Davis. asking for some mformation
tut which through som~ misunder-
standmyg. was not afforded antil after
the house adsourned.

This e connnittee weore walted up
on by a depuiation from the Flee 1s-
land district., who asked their assist
ance in gertinge the Canadian Northern
railway (o build a branch {romn their
mamn line. about Plumas statjon, east.
wardly. to connect with the old Hud-
son’s Cay road. Tho commuttee en
deavore:d to meet Mr. Wm. McKenzie
Bus were not able to do so. and it
was learned that there was no possi-
nility of the company undertaking
such a work this past scason. The coun-
cil svonld recommend that this mat.
tor: be not lost sight of, but taken np
with Canadian Northern railway af.
ficinls.

GRAIN INSPECTION ACT. 4

Leugthy refercnce is made to  the
smendments to the grain inspection act
affected during the year. By the pro.
visions of the amondoed act Lhe tuspec-
tlon division of Manitoba now ncludes
the whole of Manitoba, the Nortinvest
Territories, and that portion west of
aud iucluding the old inspection district
of Port Arthur; 2 new ofiice was
created, that of chief grain inspector,
and Mr. David Horn, the Winnlpeg in.
gpecior, was priymoted to fili that af.
fice. Winnipeg inspection has praceti.
cally boen made final, ns grain Joing
into the Fort William clmators ufter
bomg inspected at Winnipeg, s merely
chockad te detect possibie errors. a
iew survey board to decide in case of
appesd betng made from the wrading
by iuspectors or the chiof inspector
hiag boen estabiished, and the board Hy
law hag a right to nominate one-hnlf
the members composing it, and all .
spection officinls are now paid regular
ralarics, Instoad of fees, as herctofore,
the entire fees collecte on account of
inspection  golng into the * Manitoha
Grain Inspection Fund,” which 1s avail.
able only fur tho legitimate expenses
conuncted with earrying on the work
of luspection. No certllicates ior
straight grades are given when zrain
of Qifferent gradaes are mixed Logether,
in such cascs tho certificates issued for
the car or cargo. s the cass may bhe,
states spectfically the quantilics o7 the
different grades composing the .
taire.

THE COMMERCIAL

1t i+ pleasing ta ropurt that the new
gystem I8 working most satlslactornly
. overy respect, and is a  vast n.
provaaent on the old order of thlngs.

The Jnspection act reguires that per-
rony  catinot bte appointed ns luspec-
tors or deputy inspectors of grain une
Jers they cave passed on examination
tefore the ward of examiners as to
thehr fitness zod ability. As several
appitcations for exammation wera re-
celved by the board of  examiners,
angapst others fome who now hold
deputy  spertors  certificates, and
several of the applicants now In sub-
ortinate positions o the inspeetion
staflf atr Port Willimm and Winnipeg,
Laive 1een tos busy in the rush of the
wrain scasoa o appear before the
lourd, the examination of candidates
hie leen delayed, the examiners con-
shirrlyyg  that the service would not
guffes In consequence. In auswer o
o reqguest  from the commissioner of
inland revenue, 2 st of all persons
who Lkave seeured certificates of qual-
thieation from our board of examiners
in the past, was forwarded to him,
but on  the rerommendation of the
senerai prain committee, the council
abstained from making any recom-
ipenaitios for appolntments to vacan-
ciey on the Inspretion swalf, awaiting
thie 1esults of the examination of can-
didates appearing  tefore the board
of examiners. Subsequent events have
proved that tkis was the Lest course
to pursue.

The full survey board has been regu.
larly orgauized, Alrcady several cases
o appal bave been carr.cil to them,
and it g satisfaclory 0 nole Laut in
cach case the survey was hicld withia
nhalf an hour after receipt ol apph.
cation fo:r tht samz, and cverything
indicates that the practicai warking
of this feature of the act wall mect
the uccessitics of the situation.

Under the new inspection act the
functivns o: the wastera grain stand.
ards board are limted 1o the selsction
of commerelz, grades of graia, when,
from climatic or other causcs aay con.
siderable portion of a crop is alfected
to an extent that woull probibit the
grading of the grain winder the regulnr
siandaeds sct forth in the act.  onder
the uew craer ol things the mspectors
juspect., a.cording to th. apecifications
ghown in the act. ad  the  regular
grades of grain. It was conslucted ad.
visable  that th.  staudards board
should br calizd togzcther this past
seasoit, and they established tac com-
mereial grades of No. 3 hard aad No.
1 and 2 irested wheat, thouaxh as a
matter of fact oaty it tritle oi [rosted
wheat hae appared sa the markets.,

FLAX SEED INSPECTION.

Ou the 2uth August last Lho genernl
grain committeo of the board reported
1« the council, recommending that the
mimster of inland rovenue snouid  be
petitione¢ that the governme:nt pro.
vide for the iuspection of flax seed. It
was, however, arranged by thr win.
ister that luspectors of grala might
grade any [1ax secd presented to them,
at the request of the persons concernad,
and thus act as an arbitrator hetween
the seller and buyer to determine the
correct quatity of tho sced auccordiug
to the proposed grades recommended
Ly tlis board to bhe cstablished. The
arrangcment has been taken advant.
age of quite extensively, about 735 car
loads of the 1899 crop having been in.
spected at Winnlpeg up to ithe 3ist
December.  The mitister gave assur.
ance that at tho coming sessionr of par.
hament hio would introduce legisiation
1o make thogrades of {lax sded, and in.
spection of tho sced, legal.

VISIT OF PRESS ASSOCIATION.

In August lust the city was favored
Ly a visit from tho Canadlan Press
Association, At tho request of the
city couuell, representatives of the
board assisted In receiving and enter
talning the visiting press men. who
expresaed their keen enjoyment of the
hospitality extended to thiem, Many
very eoxcellent descriptions of Winni-
pag, and the * country generally, ap.
pearcd in the castern papers as a re-
sult of the association’s visit to the
west.  The council 18 of  the opinion
ihat very much good results from the
visite o1 press associitions. as  their
mrmbers galn a better understand-
ing o f the possibilities and require-
ments of the great west, by a person-
al inspeetion, a1 fact which Is at once
recognized amd proclnimed by  then-
selves. .

The recent report of the bonrd of
l-ig:- and leather examiners is submit.
ed.

1sngihy  correspondence on
diserniminaiion in lake freight
is published.

DISCRIMINATION IN RATES.

At o general meeting of the bvoara
heid on dugusi 16, tho following reso
Jutlon was passed:

“Whereas, the govornmant of the Do~
minjon of Canada have made the eon-
larzement of our canals aud the doep-
cafng of our waterways i settlod policy:

«Aud whereas., this policy has had for
ils obfcet the cheaponing of transporta-
tion and thereby the “benofitting of the
whole people;

“and whereas, the Canadian Pacilic
and Northern Pacific irailways for the
fast two seasons, in deliance of public
policy. have enforced, and aro eaforcing,
a system ol diserimination by exacting
an fucrcased rate of caargo on goods
for Winnipr and other points in Mani-
tobha whea delivored at Lako Superior
10 cithier of the &ald roads by other than
certaln favored lines of boats:

GRASS TWINE MANUFACTURE.

Farly last year & communication
was receivea from the Nordhwestern
Grast Twine compauy, of St I'awn),
Minn.. agking for information as to
the marshi lands within a radius of
forty mlles of this city producing vwild
grass guitable for the manuiacture
ol twine As grass binder twine is
now quite extensively used o Minue-
sotnn and Dakota, 1t is to be tuped
that furtlier exploration may reveal
in tlue province a suliiciently large
area to matke the manufacture of
twine profitabie here.

METRIC SYSTEM.

Lrough the kinduess of tie Ion.
Kir {lenri Joly de Lotbiniere, minister
of island revenue, the board was sup-
plicd Ly the departmeat with acase
containing o set of weights and meas-
ures and chiarts of the metric system,
whizh have leen placed in our hoard
room for the iInformation of the
i,

In Scptewter, Sir Henrl visited Win-
ulpeg to tuspexe and inguire into the
working oi the new Inspection sys-
tem, and while here delivered a most
futeresting adidress to a Iarge meet-
Ing of our maemters, and others, on
the wetric system.
UNCERVALUATION AND FALSE IN.

VOICES.

The Toronto Board of Trade, under
date of Juno 7, forwarded to this
toard a circolar issued by thelr dry

5 section, contalnlng o Jong resolu.
tion declaring that it has been o mat.
ter of notorloty that efforts are Le.
fng continually made to defraud the
customs reveaue by undervaluntion and
false wmvoioces, and that it Is uecessary
for the protection of thic honest import.

alleged
rates



