148

THE COMMERCIAL.

The Commercial

WINN(PEG, NOVEMBER 20, lS!_%3.

RECIPROCITY WITH THE UKITED STATES.

The article upon the above subject in
lnsst issue of Tur CommERCIAL seems to
have awakened the ire of our local morn-
ing paper, the Free Press, and in its issue
of Saturday last protectionists in generel,
and Tur ComMercian which the writer
of the article ranks among them, come in
for the full measure of wrath. While
accusing this journal of producing an
anomalous article the Jrree Press has itself
produced a maze of anomaly that s im-
possible of explanation, unless we rank
our contemporary with the Irishman who
was unable to define his political opinions,
but could state, - sthout doubt, that he

. was “agin the government.”

The Press, wiale belaboring protection
with a right good will, lets its veaders
clearly understand that it is only the pro-
tection enforced by the present Dominion
Government that it has to complain of,
and protection applicd by any other Gov-
ernment, and particularly the Government
of the United States, although more pro
hibitory in its provisions than our own,
is what the Northwest wants at present.
Our contemporary has adopted the ¢ Si-
milia stmilius curantur” of the homoe-
pathist, and in its endeavors to kick the
whole Canadian tariff of some twenty-five
per cent. to smash, adopts the method of
advocating reciprocity that would practi-
cally place the country under a sixty per
cent. tariff.  Regarding a system of reci-
procity that would open Canada to Amer-
ican imports, and close them against those
of Edrope, the Press says, “and why not,
since the United States are willing to
open their markets to us while closing
them against Europeans 1" and further on,
in apparent surprise, asks, “will Tnge
ComMERCIAL explain why such a system
would not prove profitable for Canada ¥’
To explain such a natter to the satisfac
tion of a journal which clings to frec trade
with one hand, and grasps with the other
& sixty per cent. tarifl’ in preference to a
twenty-five per cent., is certainly beyond
the power of Tne CoMMERCIAL or any other
journal which ressons trade questions
upon & purely trade basis, and is an un-
dertaking which must be lefé to the man-
ipulators of political legerdemain, who

-are so useful to journals like the Press.

But to thestudent of commercial economy

there is no difliculty in exposing the
absurdity of the course agivocated by the
Press. While the United States may
contain lifty millions of people and be a
great industrial nation, it is still too small
for the five miltions of Canada to bury all
their trade hopes in to the eaclusion of
all other fields. We in the Northwest
may require the agricultural machinery
of the United States free of duty, and we
can obtain these without losing ourselves
in United States trade interests, but we
require the textile fabrics and other manu-
factures of Britain, France, Germany and
other countries of Iurope free of duty
also. The days of clothing in skin cos-
tumes are over, and we require more than
fuel to warm us, houses to cover us and
implements to till our soil. To-day not
ten per cent. of our imported articles of
clothing comes from the United States,
the other ninety per cent. coming almost
entirely from European markets, and
these “e must shut out to secure a reduc-
tion in the price of farm and other ma-
chinery,

As an advocate of the agricultural
classes of the Northwest the Press might
with some show of reason advocate reci-
procity of this kind at present, if we
were certain that the means would pro-
duce the end wished. Dnt it is a noto
rious fact that, with scarcely an exception,
United States machinery is exported to
England and there sold to the consumer at
lower figures than he (the consumer) can
purchase it where it is manufactuved. Tt
does not require a very close scrutiny in-
to the reasons for this anomaly of prices
to show what a helpless state the five
willions of Canada would he in once they
were swallowed up in the trade whirl of
the United States and its fifty millions,
aud shut out from trade relations with
other industrial nations. Already the
Northwest suffers much from prices of
machinery cooked in castern provinces,
and it is not likely that we would fare
any better under a combination of Ameri.
can znd Canadian manufacturers, which
would assuredly be formed under a sys-
tem of recipracity such as the Press advo-
cates,

That the present Canadian tarifls are n
many ways oppressive upon the North-
west there is no denying, but the sensible
way of rectifying that evil is by reduction
or abolition of these tarifis, and not by
burying ourselves by reciprocity under
tarifis double their weight, Tariffs seldom

produce any benefit, even of a temge-
rary nature, to & new and undeveloped
country, and the Northwest is no excep-
tion to this rule. The present Canadian
tarift’ in this country we only tolerate, but
we are better to tolerato it than assume a
areater burden of the same deseription,
and in so doing combine with a neigh-
boring country in a system of trade isola-
tion from all the Lalance of the world.

The United States is no doubt a great
nation with perhaps o more brilliant fu-
turc before it than any other in our uni.
verse but still it is too limited a field to
which to limit the future trade of Canada.
When we can secure recinrocity with that
country on terms that will leave us free
to trade with other nations, by all means
let us have reciprocity, but we are not yet
reduced to unitarianism in our commer-
mercial ambition.

THE HUDSON BAV ROUTE.

Recent developments in the grain busi-
ness have Lrought prominently to the
front the necessity that exists for a more
immediate communication with Europe
than is now obtained. The rates by rail
fluctuate so much that it is almost an im-
possibility to give correct rates. As re-
gards the dealers we cannot say o word
against them. They have to work ona
margin, and recently, so far as we can
understand the wargin has not been suffi-
cienr. It may not be known to the pub-
lic gencrally, but it is o fact all the same,
that the freight charges on wheat, from
Winnipeg to Montreal amounts to frout
43 to 50¢ pey bushel. 1ow to surmount
this barrier to progress is a question
which every one comnnccted with the
Northwest should serfously consider. The
opening of the Iludson Bay Route
scems to be the only escape from the
present difficulty. Engineers who have
been over the route and become familiar-
ly acquainted with it say that there are
no special hindrances in the way, and
that a road could be constructed at very
little expense from “Vinnipeg to the
mouth of the Nelson River. All cnergies
should be bLent at the present time to-
wards securing the development of that
route, and when the country is rid of the
oppression of gigantic railroad monopoly
it will begin to progress in that steady
and satisfactory manner which we all de-
sire and hope for. Therefore, we say to
those who are interested in the Hudson

Bay railway scheme, go on, and may your
endcavors bring about practical results.




