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EDIT

'ORIAL NOTES.

Qp ISTEREST To THE FanrMmgss —Our Nova Scotian producers a’ong
with other amadian exporters will rejuico in the fact that the British
Doard of Trade Las decided to g ve a metthyy statement of the Brush and
Canadisu trado retarns.  In fulate appics, eggs, ponitry and other expurls
will appear in the repurt as Canadian goals, and will no louger by classed
vaguey trith the exports of ** uther countrics.” By the way the Canading
tarkey wust havo figured largely on the festive boards of Kaglind in tno
placn of the typical sioking reast, for an immenso number of birds was
sont over, no less than 20,000 arnving at Liverpuo! duning tho week pre-
cediug Christmas.

Fair Peay 13 A Jewer —There has lately boon a readjustment of sal-
aries in the c2s0 of a fow clorks i the Custom Iouse, and the New Year
has been made happy to them by substantis] increases in their yearly
al'owances. \Wo have nothing but congratu ativns fur these fow furtunate
ones, but thore are a number of others, old tried officials, who are equally,
if not more de-erving of increazes in pay, and yot who have not been
romembered  Year atter year rolls Ly, and hard worked and must eificient
clerks receive no increase of salary, whi'o cumparativeiy new cumers or
officisls with tho lightest dutics aro steadi'y advancod. This is decidedly
unfair, and wust tend in the long run ‘o demoraise the service. Tho
department should be place” under the same systom as prevails in tho Dust
Offico, where rdvanc-s aro made stop by step, and whero length of servico
and cfficency are tho sole guides in the promotion of the cierks. Tho
Cus'oms Department is at least as importurt a branch of the publ.e service
as thoe Post Oflice, acd if it i8 not to bo demoralised, the systom, ur want of
systom, as far as tho advancoment of tho clerks is concerned, should bo
roformed.

A Pracriosn Lessox.—In many of the public schools in the neighboring
Republicand 1n parts uf Canada special atteution has boen given to instiliing
the proper idea of monoy into the minds of the school childron. Tho
practicat methed adopted 10 many instances has been incomparably superior
to tho former methud of famtianzing the chi.d with financial matters by
giving himn ub.tract oxamples in comput.ng interest aud in ca'culating
prolits on supposed investments.  Now each chid actually becom s tho
proud posses.or of a bank account, and t kes a moro active intelligont iniorest
in the business of saving and depositing small sums that could bo attained
in any othor way. A common method in vogue 13 for tho tsachor to open
& 8ot of books, in which sho keops an individual account of all depaosits mado

by the pupils, which may be from ono cont upwards, Tho sggrogato amount
is doposited in a Jocsl savings bank, until cach dopositor bas acoumulated a
dollar, when ho is permitted to opon an individual bank-account. Some of
the more wollto-do scholars becomo membors of tho loan and building
ussucintion, and derive great benefit from tho obligation they take upon
themsolves of making a uniform monthly doposit. Toachors who have had
tho long. st oxporionce of tho working of this businoss doparturo in tho
school eystem agreo that the results aro markedly good, and predict that the
School Saving's b -ks will soon bo psrmanent features of our public schools.

Ax Ipea vor tHE Faruer.—Wo have al) hoard of the old timo farmor
Hans, who ordored his son to carry the grist to mill over his shouldor in a
sack. of which one ond was to bo filled with tho golden grain and tho other
with a big stono for balancing. Tho son concoived tho bright idea of
dividing the grain botween tho two onds of the sack and doing away with
the heavy and unprofitsblo stono, but the old Dutchman informed him * it
vas pettor 68 it vas,” and insistod on the clumsy mothod of his fire-
fathers being practised Tho non progressivo apirit of tho old Dutchman
is shared by too many of our farmers, who look askanco at any suggested
improvement in farm lifo or farm appliances. So wo shall not bo surprieed
if wo draw dowp upon our heads a storm of ** potter as it vas” when wo
ask for the objections to an idea recontly sont out by a well-known firmer
of the Tnired States  Mr Rrooks, tho gontleman in yuestiun, uljects to
the practice of grouping stock pens, shods, stab'es, etc, around the farm-
house. Not only is the beauty of the farm marred by the unsightly build-
ing+, but, apart from thi- 1 sthetic view, strung ssu.tary objections may bo
urgel  The odors, uilike thuse of Araby. which anso from tho pig-pons,
tho stench from tho cattlv-yards, the steam-cloud from the wmanure heap,
pulluta the air-—so much so that one might unconseivusiy ameoil tho farm
from ufar.  Mr. Brooks states that too mny farmors rogard the home ns the
adjnnet to tho barnyard, whereas the barnyard shou d only bo regarded as
a subrervient although very important factor of the farm lifo. The barns,
shede, ete. might be removed somo little distance from the house, and the
new arrangemont, although inconveniont in some trifling ways, would soon
be founu both moro pleasant and more cconomicil. We confess that wo
aro rather inclined to side with Me. Brouks, but we can quite undersiand
the & ntimental feeling of those who adm.re the patriarchal airof the houso
clustered about with out buildings abd in sume ways wo can almost sympa-
thiz» with old Hans, and agree with him that maybs ¢ 1t vas potter as 1t
vas,"

Co-orzratioN. —Thofrionds of co-operative labor will bomuch interestedin .
an extremely rational articlo on tho subject of the division of profits recently
published. Tho author takes tho ground that the failure of many co oper-
ativo concerns is caused by ignoring in part the man whose skill and
administrative ability enables him to carry on tho business. In the co-
operative division of profits administrative ability 1s often unrecogmized,
and the man whose knuw.edge is an absoluto csseatial to the business 18
supp sed t) throw himself wholly into tho busiuoss ot the tirm for tho sako
of making monoey for other people. Ho is paid in the proportion only of a
superior workman. Business ability is s merchantile commodity demand-
ing justly a high price. Again it is tho fashion to doecry thase fortunate
men who havo amasssd great woalth. Tho Vandorbilts and Stowarts, of
New York, have had much abuso on this scoro—thoy have boen held up as
who esalo robbers. aud yot, when ono looks into their mothods of business,
it is plaiuly scen that their wealth was propor.yacquir:d by methods which
the friends of co-uperative labor cannot gsinsay. Vandoerbils d d not wring
bis moucy from an unwilling peoplo. Un the contrary be used his business
ability for tho goud of tho pubiic as woll as for bimself. Vandorbilt's
steamors could carry passengers from Now York to Bostoun for five dollars
less than those of any line. Vanderbilt's rauroad from New York to
Chicago could carry passongersand froight yot moro cheaply. In short
it was in tho intorest of tho public to patronize Vandorbilt enterprises. The
fortune of Stowart, tho great dry-goods merchant, is another case iz point.
Hundreds of sma 1 shop-keopers wore destroyed by his mammoth establish-
ment, but tho publis was better and moro choaply served. Thero was no
u-urer's protit on the goads eold, tho prince'y fortune which the merchant
left behind bim proves his profits to have beon not greater than five por
cent. Now it i3 not praobable that oither of theso men would have entered
into a co operativo concern whoro their business ability was not counted as
valuablo as capit:l  In both cases thoir business ability created thoir capi-
tal.  An ablo man, whoeo interests aro bound with thoso of his employees,
and yet whese brain sorvices to tho business sre not reckoned at tho rate of
tho skilled labor of his employeos, is an absolute esssential to every co-opor-
ative entorpriso,



