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EDITORIAL NOTES,

Hono}u\u advices say that the Hawaiian Mivistry refuses to resign, and
Queen Lillykalani has appealed th the Supreme Court of Hawaii to oust
them.  Affairs otherwise are progressing quictiy.

Tne clection agony is vow «vir. We regret being unable to give the
returns this week, but as we go 1o press on Thursday, and wo were not cor-
sulted as 10 the advisability of holding the clections on that dey, our readers
must pardon our inability to serve them as ne would wish.

A German statistician says that there are 3,985 paper mills i the world,
and that of the 1,904,000,0c0 1hs. of japer turned aut snnually, half is ueed
for printing, 600,000,000 tbs. beirg uscd fur newspapers alone, the consuinp-
tion of which has risen 200,0c0,c00 Ibs. iu the last decade. He alleges that
on an aveiage, an Englishmau uscs annmlly 113 Ibs. of paper, an American
1o}, 3 German 8, a Frenchman 53, an Italian or an Austrian 33, a Spapiard
14,2 Russian 13 and a Mexican 2. o

Tur Crmiric is steadily growing in favor with those who read it. Our

circulation has increased to 35,500 copies a week, aud we are frequently told
how well appreciated are our efforts to provide a cemprehensive, impartial
and_un.bi-scd account of the uppirmost questions of the day. This is very
gratifying, especially at this tmce, when by keeping out of the clection tue-
bulence we have been like an oasis in a desert to those who waanted some:
thing agreeable to read. A valued subscriber said 10 us last week, * Wel, 1
always liked Tux Crituc, but it is indeed refreshing to read it now,” and
many others have expressed the same opinion.
) Every onc knows that our clections, which will be of course over by the
lime this appcars, have attracted considerable attention in the mother
counlry, because of the issucs upon which they were run, but it is not so
geoenlly kpown that all the colonies arc interested to a large extent. Hon-
Cecil Rhodes, Premicr of Cape colony, who is now in London on business
c9nncclcd with the Portuguese boundaries as well as, 1t is said, having in
view the forming of a South Airican Federation, holds that Sir John Mac-
donald, in the position which ho has taken up, is not fighting the battle of
Capada alone, but of ali the colonies. The result of yostcrday's battle may
have same effect upon the Cape Premict's federation scheme,
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The mental collapse of Sir James Fitz-James Stephen, the éminent judge
who tried the Maybrick case, is much regretted by the DBench and Bar of
England.  For come time it has been noticed thst his behavior was
peculiar, but as he had always beecn a morose man it did not
attract .pecial attention; recently, however, his conduct has theen most
dieconcerting, and some of the law points he has laid down have been
almost farcical. He has not heen removed from his position yet, nor
can he be forced to resign or bo removed without an address to $he Crown
from parlisment, but this will of necessity have to be autended to shurtly, as
his remnining in his position is rapidly becoming a scandal. It is thought
the friends of Mrs. Maybrick will make renewed efforts to obtain her liber.
ation on the groucd of mental incapacity on the part of Judge Stephen.
This, however, will not avail, for the Judge was perfectly sane at that time.

There is some resentment felt in Sou'h Africa anent Mr. Aroold’s
White's preposal that sowe of General Booth’s profeges should be introduced
into the South African States.  Some of the Africander papers state most
emphatically that the scurn of Loudm is net wanted, and Di Afrikaanse
Putriof says: * We ask are we 10 acquiesce, yes, actuilly co-operate in
getting this class of people here?  Are there not South Sea Islands enough
on which to make an experiment 2 Why must Africa nisk it?  Australia
is the loyal eoleny, pre eminently, and Canada also.  Let them be strength-
ened with 1) is purc English blood, andlet our poor country remain excused.”
Canada is loyal, of course, but surely that is little reason why she should
be cared less for by Britain, and the experiment of sending Booth's Proteges
to green fields and pastures new be turted from Sauth Afnica o this country.
We rather approve of the Shath Sea Islaud sugaestion; however, and we do
uot wonder at South African protests against such undesirable immigration
as that propnsed.  The constantirflux of the Asiatic element must prove
sufficicntly annoyivg, to judie by the voice of the proes,
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Count Lo Tolstui certainly has a facility for sseing the worst side of
our peor humasity. In an aiticic on the Ethics of wine-drinking and
tobacco-emoking in the Cuntempurary Review for February ho says, * the
real renson for the extensive use of these sumulants and narcotics s, that
they stupify and deaden the censciziice, and conceal from one's self its
rcecrds’”  He proceeds to prove this by citing some horrible examples
where men have taken drink delibetately in order to nerve themselves to
crmmit crime. It is true that excessive drinking and smoking does deaden
the conzcience, but to our mind cvil deeds are nminety-nine to one the result
of this over-indulgence, and not the over-indulgence the result of a desire to
cotnmit crinse as Tolstoi sees it.  There are perhaps some debased men and
women who 1csert to stimulants to deaden their consciences, but it is hard
1o believe that the evil is as extensive as Toistoi's article would indicate, and
Tolstoi almost convinces one sgainst one’s will too, so powerfully are his
facts and arguments put fortb. In spite of this though, we believe that
three quarters of the intoxicating liquors drank and the tobacco smoked is
consumed by thoze who simply like it. It leads to a certain amount of
ctime it is true, and excessive drinking is the cause of more than half
the miscry in the world.

Sir Edwin Arnold's ¢ Light of the World " has made its appesrance, and
the interest with which it has been awaited is shown by the lengthy reviews
given it by the critica.  In England and pretty gensrally in Americs the
pocm has been pronounced inferior to * The Light of Asia,” which had the
advantage of novelty in subject and trcatment. * Asia” was scized upon
by many people who felt an intellectual contempt for Christianity, and who
did not know exactly what they did bzlieve or what they waated to believe,
aud made a sort of sacred book ; but these peopic will be rather upset in
their calculations by Sir Eawin’s latest litcrary achievement.  * The Light
of the World" is designed to show how much better is Christianity than Budd-
hism, although it is by no means probable that the author wrote it to prove
that he was not a2 Buddhist. The poem, of which we have so far only read
reviews, follows closely the events of the life of Christ.  They aro described
by Mary Magdelenc to onc of the Magi who visited hor 10 lcarn what hap-
pencd after the mysterious birth which deew him and his companions from
the East.  Before his arrival Pontius Pilate is introduced in a brief inter-
view with Mary, but this briefness is not a feature of the narrative as
delivered to the Mague, which occupies six books and six days. The con-
scnsus of opinion is that the poem will be, although widcly read, not a last-
ing piece of work. The Gospel story, as given by tho Evangelists, is so
familiar to us that to make a2 great success of its re-teiling is a difficult
malter. The reader still harks back te  the sweet story of old ™ 30 simply
and so bzautifully recounted in the New Testamont,



