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Nations on the MMohawk is oxcepted. The
sturdy colonists whose aim was to win farms
from the wild woods would have no stipen.
daries or uscless mouths io feed, and thero-
fore tho Aborigines wero fiin to tako part
with the Canadians whe did not caroe to cloar
farms and who would give them powdor,
arms and lead, gaudy blankets and rum for
their furs —who intermarried amongst them
—did not laugh at their actions but dressed
in blankols and with even paint on their
faces—trod the scalp dance and feested at
the dog sacrifice. When tho drapeau blanc of
the Bourbons disappeared from the {lag-staff
of tho last fortlet in the Western wilds, the
Indian found himself no longer of conse-
quence; scouted at by his conquerors, his
yearly stipond withhold, without tho groat
necessaries oflife—ammunition; numbers of
hem perished with hunger during the win-
tors of 1761- 62, and the survivors nurished
a vengeance deep and strong against their
oppressors.

‘Fho fur trade had been wholly destroyed
by tho war, no arrangements were yet made
for its restoration, and those whose principal
means of life it was suffered fearfully in
consequence; in fact tho English occupation
of Canada was litorally placed over & political
voleano whoseoxplosion threatened to inflict
terrible calamities on all parties.

Ever sinco Britain became a power in tho
civilized worl&4itrhas been one of her dis-
tinguishing chavabteristics that whatever her
hand had grasped no force could make her
rolinquish again, and how the Imporial
race that people her Empire have been
brought to the verge of destruction only to
hurl back on their toes with accummulated
power the fute prepared for themselves and
to establish more firmly the sway twhich
negligence engendered by consciousness of
might imperiled. But many circumstances
tended to postpone the inevitable. contest
and to permit the harrassed colonies to
repose in a sullen apathy which was to know
an nwiul awaKing. ) .

Geyeral Athherst was busily e
organfizing an expedition against tie Island
of Martinique, in the West Indies, whero
Ilopson so disgracefully failed in 1739. The
troops were to be assembled at Barbadoes,
and to consist of the greator part of those
who had ‘recently achieved the conquest of
Canads, and were placed under the com-
mand of Major Gencral Monckton. UOwing
to the difficuliics attendent on navigation in
those days, it was the 14th December before
the wholo .expedition was concentrated at
Carlisle bay. A great deal of time was ex-
pended in reconnoitering and obiaining
reliable intelligence of the anchorago and
landing places on the Island; in the mean-
time a detachment and squadron was de
tailed for that service carly in June, and
obtained possession thereot without opposi-
tion. Atlength, on Tth January, 1762, tha
expedition satled for its destination, and 01
the Sth avrived off Martinique, and on the
10th a landing was effocted at I'Ance.darlet,
on the south shoro of the island, and on the
15th January a general disembarkation took
placa without loss &t Cas du Naviares (west.-
ward of St. Pierre. tho chief town,) and at
tho place where General Hopson landed in
1759, and after some fighting tho town and
citadel of Fort Royal capitulated on the 4th
February—this was followed by the capitu-
lation of tho south side of the island except
St. Piorre on the Tth Fabruary. It being
deomed necessary to reduco the north side
of the island Captain Harvey of the Dn;gan
and a squadron safled for the portof La
Trinite, and on the 9th captured tho Fort
and town, wherenpon tho wholo of tho narth

iido capitulated Which yyas followed by fhq |

surrender of St. Piorro and capitulation of|
the whola island on the 13th February,
Tho island of 8t. Lusia was surrendered to a
squadron undor the command of Hon. A.

drvy on the 26th February, who was about
attompting the conquest of St. Vincent, but
was proventod by an express announcing
the fact that Spain had declared war against
Groat Britain and that a combined Spanish
and " French floet menaced the safety of
Jamaica. A concentration of tho British
fleet off Port Royal, in that island, led to the
discovery that the French fleot under M. do
Blenac having on board 2,000 troops appear.
ed off Martiniquo on the 9th March, but
finding the island already in possession of
tho British thoy steored for Port St. Francois

in ‘tho island of Hispaniols, when it was|

quickly blockaded by a squadron utider the
command of Oaptain Harvy so offectually
that nothing furthor was heard of thom
during the campaign. .

In order to cripple the resources of Spain
it was resolved to strilce a blow at the prin.
cipal American possessions, and for this
purposo & large armament was fitted out
against the city of Havana, in the Island cf
Cuba, the port at which her trans-Atlantic
trade centred and the seat of her chief naval
power in America. The city of Havana pos.
sesses the most complete land locked harbor
in the world, its entrance is about one mile
in length and not:above 1000 feet in width,
with deep water cloce up to the shores, it
expands into alarge basin 2} miles atlength
from east to west, and about 3 miles from
north to south, depth of water varying from

2} to 6 fathoms—in gereral outlines the

shape of thahgrbor would resemble the out
lines of a_wool pack considerably oxagger-
ated at the comers. llavana is situated on
the south side of the channel and west side
of the ha " or. At the period of thosiegoe it
wad about a mile and a quarter in length
and three-quarters of a milen width, It
was placed at the south-east end of the

.chrpel. ‘This channel was defended on the |
aged in { nort)

\-westerhr entranco by the Castle of the
Moro, built upon a narrow point of land
with sufficient accommodations for a garri-
son of 1000 men. It was an iiregular pen-
tagonal work considerably elongated the
apex of the figure townrds tho entrance to
the harbor, and connected at the eastern
angle into a stone fort mounting 12 guns,
called the Apostles Battery, which coverea
a Loom stretching from the Peinta Forton
the south side to the north shore below
tho battery. The base of the pontagon had
two bastions at the angles, which, with the
connecting curtain, mounted 17 pieces of
artillery a short distance above the Apostles
Battery. Another work called the Shep-
herd’s Battory was constructed ; it was alto-
gether detached, coammanded the boom wnd
channel in which the cnemy had sunk two
Iarge vessels to impedo the passage inside
the boom and bring any vessels attempting
it under the gups of tho fort and batteries
on both shores. To the northwerd along
the sea shore a stone redoubt protected a
doepditchcovering the baseof the pentagon.

‘This last completed the defences of tho
north shore, excopt a floating battery and
the vessels of the Spsnish fleet; but orrthe
south, tho Peinta Fort bofore mentioned,
a square work with bastions at tho cornoers,
stood on the angle formed by the entrance
channel; it was entirely detached from tho
enciente of the town which consisted of a
chain of ten bastions connected by nins
curtains, Commencing at tho water’s edge
500 yards east of Fort Peinta and continued
to tho water’s edgo on the south side of the
Yasin, an indifferont coyered way and six
caunterguards in front of tho bastiong,

formed the wholo dofences on _this sigy,

oxcept & half moon, or rather horso she

redoubt on Gonzale's hill across the inlety

the south west end of the harbor facing the

courso of the Woolpack, to whose outli,

tho plan of the basin has heen compare

Further to tho westward along the shore the
Fort of ths Cbeurs, at the head of a smal)

bay, commarded the wator supply whi
was brought by a canal to the city and pro.
tected the shore from hostilo landing at the
only available point: indeed it would appear
that the Spaniards reckoned too confidently
on the obstacles the rugged and apparently
inaccossiblo cliffs which from the coast line
would oppose to the landing of the invaders,
and did not tako those procautions expen

encod and energoetic soldicrs would use to
make the attempt impracticable. On the
northern face along the channel leading to
the harbor tho defence consisted of threg
floating batteries, & square fort similar to
but smaller than La Peinta, known as s
Fuerza, and the vessels of tho Spanish flset
which also covered the southern face of the
town. This fleet consisted of 17 ships of the
line mounting 850 guns, which wero station-
ed in the harbor during tho siege, sbared
the fortuncs of the captured city and fortres
and only added to the losses sustained by
the Spanish monarchy, if they had been
sacrificed in a sea fight the city would have
been saved an action, would have hopalessly
crippled the British fleet. or if they had ac.
copted the proffered ¢4 of the French
squadron lying securely at Port Si. Francos
they would have been o match for the Britush
fleot, which consisted of 23 sail of the line
mounting 1500 guns. The French squadron
consisted of eight ships of the line, and
would have made the contending fores
nearly equal, but the Spanish Governor of
Havana positively refused to let the French
enter tho harbor for reasons doubtless best
known to himself, as he stated that “he
would as soon see an English fquadme
there.’? » . !

‘Tho organisation and command of the ex
pedition against this city in England ws
confided, as far as the land forces wero con
cerned, to the Earl of Albemarle, and the
fleet to Sir George Peccocko, ‘l'ho fermer
was to supersede Goneral Monckecn ia the
West Indies and to take his army uader his
command, the latter to supersede Admiral
Rodney. It was intendeil to provide a total
force of 16,000 men, made up of the .zg-
ments then serving in North America and
the West Indies with & proportion from
England of about 4000 men, but when the
forces were concentrated at dartinique 1t
was found that after, deducting tho neces
sary garrisons only about 11,000 men re-
mained for the expedition. Measures how-
ever had been taken to reinforce this army
with Provincial troops and a corps or two of
negroes.  As the fleet consisted of 203 ves
sels of all classes it was necessary to use
great caution in navigating it to the Havana,
the best and safest coursewas to steer along
the south shore of Cuba round tho western-
most point of that island, and so fallinto
tho track of the Galleons, but this was by
far the longest and most tedious course and
ahy delay might involve an advance mnto the

v ricane scason which in the thon state of
applisnces for navigation was not, desirable.
Accordingly the Atimral' determined to try
the channel through the Bahama Straits,
dangarous from its shoals and sand banks
and the want of pilots acquainted with 1ts
intricacies, because it would be almost im-
possible to get the heavy Iaden transporls
to boat up successfully to windward of tho
_western end of Cuba against aurrents snd

trade ,winds, and having to ryn dO\'[Il tho




