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The memoriulists in order to provido for
the {ncreased expenditure necessary for tho
support of an cilicient force, recommend
that an annual {ax for militia purposes shall
bo tevied frony each man “liablefor duty but
not aclually serving in the militix.”

Upon_these principles, based on the ex-
pressedopinionsofstatesmen and of practioal
men who have long made thoe subject their
studdy, I have uo hesilation in expressing
my conviction, that in the establishment of
tho militia alone rests our opportunity for
securing a sufficicnt, cfficient, and aatisfac.
tory military organization in Canadn.,

CryTURION,

December Ist.

7Y the Edilor of the VoLusTELR Ruview,

Sm;—In a former lotter I suggested the
idea of raising troops in England for scrvice
in the small army which Canada will be
obliged to maintain owing to thewithidrawal
by the Imperial Government of the last of
the regulars, and I gave it as my opinion
that we would find it very difficult to get
the men here even at three times the pay of
the regular soldier. I think tho cxtreme
dificulty which has so far been cxperienced
in recruiting A and B Batteries of Artillery
willbear out what I have said, and it is to
be hoped that the Government will sce fit to
find some mors cffectivo and coonomical
way of raiting men.

The Imperial Government while taking
away their troops, the material evidence of
their protectorate of this country, profess
todo so only as a matter of policy and ex-
pediency, and in a vague sort of way pro-
mises 0 help us with all tho force of the
empire should we ever raquire it. No,
might not our Government, by way of get-
ting a slight pledge of this from a political
party whom, as colonists, we cannnt help
distrusting, ask that the Canadian troops Le
gazetted and placed in tho army list in the
same mauner as arve tho Ceylon Rifle Reg-
ment, the Caps Mounted Rifles, ths Iate
Royal Canadian Rifles and tho Royal Malta
Fencible Artillery? This would keep the
Canadian army before the eyes of the Eng

"lish public, and in the event of any troublo
would necessitate its support by Imperial
troops. Not that wo oan doubt the good
faith and sympathy of tho Iaglish people,
but & Government which would eyacuate
Quebec and propose to surrender Gibraltar
would in its timidity do almost anything to
purchase peace unless bound by something
tangible, which I think the presence ot our
troops in the Imperial army list would be.

In conclusion, I cannot help noticing with
regret thio remarks of your correspoadent
“GQ.W.'" (whose letters and Nofes and
Queries have always been such an interest-
ing featurc in the Review, and who has ren.
dered good service to the country) as to the
disposition and conduct of H. M. troops who
have just Jeft us, 1 am sure eyery ono who
has been brought in contact with them will

admit that their departure will cause a blank
in many a social circle, and by none will they
be more missed than by tho Canadian Mili.
tia whose instructors they have been, and
whoso pride has always been to show that
their lessons, taught both in the field and in
camp, have found willing and apt puplils
and who will ever remember with friendship
and admiration tho British soldier.
Yours traly,
Votustiu:s.

19 the Editor of the VoLUXTEER REVIEW.

Sin :—T seo in your issuoof {he 4th Dec.
an article which I cannol allow to pass with-
out notice.

You reler to Capt. Scolt’s forco of 200
wen making the jrurney to Fort Garry from
Collingwood in twenty eight days, and you
proceed o draw most unfair comparisons
with refercnco to the expedition command.
ed by Riv Garnet Wolseley. You seem fo
forget that there is no analogy between the
two cases—in one caso 200 men wentup, in
tho other nearly 1200, who, anticipating op.
position as they did, had to carry with them
three montiis provisious and havea large
reservo at Prince Arthur's Landing. Wie
first expedition left Collingwood on the 2ist
May instead of the 14th as you mention—
they wero delayed by the U. S, authorities
at tho Saule $t. Marie, so that the last de-
tachment did not leave there until the 21st
Juue, a5 lato as the 1Sth Junoa portion of
Dawson's road was still untouched and near-
ly twwo months delay wus occasioned by the
trouble of getting all the boats and provi.
sions up to Iak~ Shebandowan. Colonel
Wolscley’s men h.d to cut out and prepare
every portage except the first two, they went
bty tho Winnipeg river, a route 150 miles
longer, making 47 portages in all going up,
and thoe men had to pull almnst every foot
of the 650 miles.

On the other hand Capt. $eott’s men took
little or no provisions, were 1ot delayed at
tho Sault, had Dawson’s road  com.
pleted for them, and the boats already at
Shebandowan, so that two days tdok them
over what required six or seven weeks
for tho first axpedition. Every portage was
cut off and propared, the route was 150 miles
shorter, acven steamers were on tho
stretches to tug the boats instead of them
having to row themselves, and thoy Ind
only 16 portages instoad of 47.

A fairor way to look atit is by taking the
return of the 60th and the volunteers they
travelled about aslightly as did Capt. Scott's
men, came up the Winnipeg tiver withthe
current against them all the way, the 60th
had no steamers %0 assist them, ths Volun-
tcers only two. They had 52 portages to go
over, and with no necessity for speced the
Volunteers only took 27 days to Thunder
Bay, as to marching from Shebandowan they
both did the distance in two days.

Comparisons are odious and it is out of
place in referring to the services of another
body of men, especially when there is no

fair ground of coraparison, and when both
services werc well and thoroughly perform-
ed, Ihavo nodesire to delract from the
services of Capt. Scott and his men for they
suffered great havdships, but I do not like
{osee the opportunity takene to cast n slut
upon that gallant officer Colonel Wolseley
without any ground except to pleaso Sir
George Carticr, who caunot respect any man
that wiil not atlow him to dictate to him,
and I ean assuso you that Capt. Seatt's
mon themselves will bo the lust to aceept
praise Lo them at the expenso of Sir Carnet
Wolseley, who is Dighly respected by the
wholo Volunteer Force and by all the British
peoplo of the Dominion,

With regard to tho staff the following is
said *Tho promptitude with which this de.
tachment was organized speaks morefully
to the value of our Militia system than the
most laboured exposition, and itshows what
energy, power of concentration and discip.
line is contained in our Militia Department
and Military ataff, the whole working machi.
nery of which is confined to our Military
chief with threo or four subordinates.” This
is & good joke ; why I could name twelve or
fifteen Majors and Colonels who were up at
Toronto and Collingwood lookingafter theso
200 men, it was the talk of every body about
the number of Brigads Mujors and Colonels
rushing all over the country with hulf a
dozen men, and every body laughed when
they heard of a Lieutenant and' two Colonels
leaving Quaebee with gix men ns was duly
chronieled by {elegraph in the public press.

Yours &e.
Scrsorisgz.

We hava the full figures of Americon eam.
merce for the yoar ending June 30th, I8TI.
Foreign goods marketed $402.000,00), cus-
toms received thereon $207,50),U00 domes.
tic produce sent abroad $412,00).009, net
outgo of gold and silver $80,000,600.

A “Lombard"”? telegram from Amsterdam
siates that very succesyful experimentis have
been made in Nieuwediop with torpedues,
One torpedoe, having been under water two
years, when ignited by an electric spark
destroyed a gunboat entirely. “Uhe Enginesr
learns that the Admiralty have given direc-
tions for the captuios of Uer Mujesty's ships
at Portsmouth and Devonport to muike
themselves practicety ncquaiuted with the
working of 1iarvey’s sea turpedocs, facilities
being atforded them for this purpose. The
Itxlinn Government have ordered a number
of theso torpedoes, both largs and small,
Captain larvey has been requested to hold
himself in readiness to proceed to Holland
for the purpose of giving instructions in the
use of Lisinvention.

Licut.-General AL §. Korsackoff, Governor
General of Enstern Siberia for the past ten
years, died recentlyin St. Patersburg, at
the age of forty fouryears. His fanuly was
one of the most noted in Rassia. and enjoy-
ed the favor of the Emperor Nicholas to
such nn extent that tho sublject of ‘this
memoir was envied for the rapudity of his
promotion, which was dus to the xindly in-
terest of the Cear in his beliall. He was a
warm friend of America and the Awericans,
and never omitted an ?ponunizy 10 ahow
his appreciation of the Great Republia




