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shame and loss he had to bear, it could not be right of him to
deliberately throw away God's highest gift It must over bo the
most flugrant breach of tho sixth Commandment posaiblg.

Away, then, with tho cheap sentimentality that rogardod suicide
as the aot of a poor unfortunate which domanded sympathy, or at
Jeast to e condoned. Such sentimentality was creating uutold
ovil, foc the vory indifferenco to tho crimo which it betukencd was
adding to the numbor of suicides, and helping fucther to currupt
their already sufliciontly corrupt society, by moulding a public
feoling which in somo sort tolerated or justified sclf-murder. Lot
them keep their foclings of kindness aud sympathy for thoso who
bravely struggled against tho diflicultics of life, and learn to
exccrate and mako others execrate as the foulest of murderors
those hardenod wrorches who veantured upon sclf-destructiou. It
would do much to chieck the increase of saicido it the would-bo
suicide kuew his memory would be exocrated by the society in
which hie hived. But suicide was more than murder; it was the
meancat cowardice, and it they branded the suicide as the
monest coward, it might deter somo foolish would-be heroes from
so0 foul a deed. Looking at the matter froma higher point of view
aitogether, thoy weroe told in Revclation xxi. 8 that the fearful,
aud ubominablo and murdarers shall have their part in the lake
that burns with fire and brimstone. What an act of consummate
folly did self-murder become—for a murdcror could not ioheric
the kingdom of Heaven. Or travel still higher. Look at the life
of Jesusand listen to His message of pardon and ot peaco. Esti-
mate life at tho value Ho had placed upon it. One look at His
sanctified life would destroy all desire for self-cflacement.

Christian Contribution.

. Auninspired apostle of Jesus Christ laya down the followiug rule
for Christian collections: *- Let overy one lay by himself in store,
as he may prasper.” From this Scripture, with others that need
not bo repeated just here, the following rule for Christian contri-
bution may be formulated : Let every ono deposit in store, as he
may prosper, that ho may contribute in the causo of God and
humanity, according to his ability in proportion to the necessity
under consideration, The people of Isracl, under their theocratic
government, paid into the treasury of the Lord as much as one-
tenth of their annual income, and at times when tho necessity was
increased, or there was some extraordinary demand laid upon
them, they jave more than this amount. In the New Testament
thero is no specifiecd amount, as one-tenth, cte., nieationed, yot
certain Christians suppose that the whols law of benevolenco in
Christ has beon fulfilled, and all the requirements of tho gospel
have been discharged by any-oue in this particular thing, when he
has dooe as much and as we!l as the people of Israel aftor the flesh.
But Christ doocs not 30 teach men, butin this, as in all other things
hie delivers this injunction to his people : ** Your righteousness must
exceed their righteousness.” The divine rule stated above for
Christian living may be lcarncd from such Scriptures as theso:
**Givo to him that asketh of thee.” ¢ Freely give,” such as you
have. *Give not grudgingly, sparingly : for a checeful giver the
Lord loveth.” **It is more blessed to give than to receive.” Give
**as God hath prospored him,"” and *‘as every man hath neced.”
** Lot every one give according as he hath purposed in his heart,”
bat let him tako heed leat by any means this liberty of his becomo
a atumbling-block. ¢ For it is written in the law, Thou shalt not
muzzle the mouth of the ox that treadoth out the corn. Doth God
take care for oxen?” Therefore, * do ye nut know that they which
munister in holy things, live of the temple? And they which wait
at tho altar aro partakers with the altar?” **Even 30 hatn tho
Lord ogdained that they which preach tho gospel, should liveof the
gospel ;" i. ¢., those who labor in the gospel mus: be supported
from the contributions of the gospel. Then there is aomething duo
from overy one —i. ., overy ono owes somcthing to the support of
the gospel—and if ho fails to pay that sum, whatever it may be in
amount, ho owcs somebody somothing, perhaps something that
means bread and butter and clothing to somebody and his dopen-
deat oues, and ho lives daily in violation of that plain Apostolio
injaaction which is laid upon ‘wery one, sayiog : ¢ Owe noone any-
thing, but render to all their dues.” That mesus, * Pay what thou
oweat.” )

From theso Scriptures we gather : (1) That one whoso faith isin
Jesus Christ is in**duty bound” to contribute of his subatance
something for tho support of the gospel, and that he shonld make
these contributions constantly and at stated times ; e.g. ovcry Lord's
day. This obligation is surely universal, and should bo honored by
every one—the rich and tho poor, the employer and tho employe,
ete. Thero are no oxooptions or oxemptions ; for theae Scriptares
are addressed alike to all people, the Jow and the Gentilc, the bond
and the fres, the maleand tho fomale. Wherefore the Apostlc says:

* Lot every man beac his own borden.” (2) Bvery ono isenjoined
to contribute of his sebatance accordiog to his ability—"*as he has
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prosporoed.” ** According to that a man hath, notaccording to that
ho hath not."” * So that uthermen be not o. sed, and he burdened.”
Thereforo, ho that hath an abundancze, should coutribute of his
abundance much and liborally. and ho that posscases little, should
cuntributo frecly of what he has, romembering how tho Lord Jesus
said, ‘It is moro blessed to give than to recoive.” Tho proportion
according to which all contributivus should be asscssed and dis ri

Luted, or assumed by all men according to their wealth, should be
somewhat in a gevinotrical scalo of increase or decrease, as wealth

acoumulates or diminishes. (3) Every one aleo should contribute
according to tho neceasity under consideration ; i. ¢., in proportion
to what is nceded and the number of the contributors, \Vhen
much is required, much should be given, but if little is needed, less
might bo givon, provided thero are many contributors, In the
light of the foregoing discassivn we should look upon our mission
work, both ut home and abroad. In our home ficld thore is great
necessity ; much is needed to carry on this work of saving the mul

titudes of our own laud to the gospol. This is alen very truc of the
foreign work—the work of saving the whole world for Christ
through the gospel. Then let vvory one bethink himse!t and lay
this matter to hoart and bear his burden in this great work of the
Lord. Yea, lot him como up to tho holp of the Lourd ngaiuast his
mighty enemics.

THOUGHTS BY THE WAY.

Triar. — Bohind overy atorm of trial, and every cloud of sorrow,
is the heavenly blue of Christ's unchanging love.

Trian AND TROURLE.—Ias it nevor occured to us, when sur.
rounded by sorrows, that they may bo sent to us only for our
inatruction—as we darken the cages of birds when we wish to teach
them to sing?

TRIAL : work, —Pain is the deopest thing we have in our
nature, and univn through pain hus always scemed mote holy and
more real than any other.

Triars.— If we be Christians, aflliction must be our coat, and
persecution our livery.

1 know not how many moro Sabbaths God may give me, and it
would be a poor preparation for my first Sabbath in heaven to have
alighted my last Sabbatb on earth,

A comet drtawa more attention tben the steady star; but it is
better to be the atar than the comret ; following out the sphere and
orbit ot quict usefulneas in which God places us.

Keep the altar of private prayer burning. This is tho very life
of all piety. The sanctuary and family altars Lorrow thoir firea
nere, therefore let this bura well. Secret devotion is the very
essence and barometer of vital and experimental religioa.

PAIN AND REST.
We are told that pain is nothing moro than a nervo-irritation.
It is experionced when any destructive process goes on in nny part
of tho body, aod iney be felt in ouo part of tho body whilo the
sourco of it is in ennther. The headache may have its source in
tho muscles of the oye. Pain, strango as it may scem, is really a
protective and benecficial sensation. In the case of a broken limb,
cxtreme pain is caused by motion in that limb. Therefors, the
sufferer, whothor man or animal, trics to keep the limb at rest,
which is the very condition requisite for its healing. Surgeons,
indecd. havo taken hints from nature in this regard, and in cases of
tuberculosis atfecting joints find that tho best results aro obtained
by rendering tho joint motionless by means of splints, though the
affection itself is often not very painful. Pain irom indigestion is
relieved by temporarily lightening tho dict xnd giving the diges-
tive organs lcss worlkh w do. Even headache usually indicates a
call for rest.  t‘ain due to ar overtaxing of tho nervo centre, that
is, the brain, is usually the most difficult to combat, since hero the
caurc is often obscure. In this atate ncuralgia—ucrvo pain, affocts
ficat ono part of the body, then another. Naturc's restorer, sleep,
is churted with difficulty, and life’s ordinary duties become burdens
almost too heavy to be borne. It this condition nature's call for
est is best hoeded by a compleze change of surrounaings. ff tho
call is disrogarded, seridus corw.quences are likely to ensue. A
vacation offors one of tho bxi. chances of recuperation, In fact, a
regular indulgence in cuch forms of recreation is tho best means of
proventing this very condition, and should be looked upon not as
the indulgonco of a weaknoss, but asthe performanco of a daty, In
the natural coursc of avents onc adds to, rather than detracts trom,
the years which may bo given to active labors by dovoting regular
perlods to rest. Troat the body not asa mere machine, which
weara out in any caso after a cortain zumbsr of years or months ot
work, but as a vital organism having tho power of rovivifying
itsolf—capable of being hard worked, but demanding, too, times of
recuperation.



