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2. Donations iould iincremLe with the increase of «bi lit?, to give. IlAu God bathî
prospered him."I This requires the rich to give proportionaily to their increasing
wealth, though, in ordor to do it, they must give thousands of dollars where
theyused to give one. And those great donations are not to be regarded as spo-
cially praisewýorthy, more than sinîaler gifts which cost as great sacrifices anîd
are proportionally as mnuch. Iii both cases the giver has but Ildone what it
was hs duty to do."I

3. TRe 'rich munst give a large-r pr-oportion of their iiucone than th~e Poor. A poor
wridowwith a helpless farnily cannot give a tenth of her earnings without takig
bread from, lier chidren. Will any imagine that a mn who bas wealth, or eveîî
a comnpetency, is roquired to give no larger a proportion of his incoine thanl
that widow ? A poor labourer may be subjectod to more incouvenience by giving
five dollars, than a ni of wealtli by giving five thousand. Hence, the greater
a man's wealth, the larger mnust be thie proportion of income whicli hie ggives.
Honce the propriety of a rule adopted by Mr. N.R.Cobb, amerchant of Boston,
to givo froin the outset o2ie-qiuarter of the net profits of his business; should hie
evr e worth q2O,000, to give onte-haif of the net profits ; if worth $30,000, to
grive ilhrce-qtartc-s ; and if evo? worth %Î-0,000, to give ail the profits. This re-
solution lie kept tili his death, nt the age of 36, whien lie had alrendy acquired
$50,000, and was giving ail his profits.

Différent individuals, who liad aiînod at systemnatic benevolence, have corne to
different conclusions as to the proportion which thoy ouglit to give; .and, perliaps,
each one to a correct conclusion, in his particular circuristances. Zacoheus gave
haif of his goods to the poor, besides rostorng fourfold his unjust gains. The first
converts at Jerusaleni, to inieet their peculiar circunistances, sold their possessi-
ons and made distribution of the avails, as every marn had need. Paul repeatedly
intimates that lie badl sufi'eod zhe loss of ail things. Others have adopted planýs
sin-ilar, in the main, to that of Mr. Cobb, already cited. Others, after payiing whiat
has bcen noedful for a rnost economical support, have given ail their income.
Johin Wesley is anr example. "When his income -%,as £30 a yoar, lie lived on £28,
and gave away £2 ; the next year his incoine was £60 and still living on £28, hoe
lad £32 to give. The fourth year raised lis inconie bu £120, and, steadfast to lis
plan, the poor got £02." Othens, again, have given a tenth of the gross amnounit
of their recoipts.

Sucli is bue scheme of Christian benoficence devised in heaven, an-d enjoined
by inspired wisdom. Lot evory mnii consider that in neglecting it, lie sets at
nouglit the authority and bIc wisdlo'- of God. IMen may deride it; and su it is
written of one of our Lord's maniy discourses on the right use of property,
"The Pharisees, w/wo îere covetous, heard these thingfs, and they derided hin."-

Samntiel Barris.

THE CLAIMS 0F TEMPERANCE UPON CHRISTIANS.
The letten of VEUITAS in last month's 1 NDFPENDENT raises soine very impor-

tant questions whichi are pressing theniselves %vith, ever increasing force 11pon the
attention of the Christian public, evoking more earnest thoughit and prayor than
at any former period, and dcînanding for their solution an enlighteried unity of
feeling an-d purpose among, those who love out Lord1 Jesns Christ.

flow, it may ho asked, is sucli nnity te ho brouglit about -2 We answer, by
the ornployniont of thc sanie uneans iii thc churchi whicl are ovned of God for the
conversion of sinners. Men are in orron and darkness as to, the nature of alcoluol,
and they noed to, ho enlighltened and conventod. IITo the lav and to tlue testimony."
We would not go one stop beyond the wvarrant of Scripture. If~ the general tenlon,
thc plain intont and xneaning of God's Word leaves his saved one nt liberty to
indulge in the use of intoxicating, liquors, aye or no, jnst as their fancy or appetito
may incline thein, thon we forbear further u rging, for we would not ho found


