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AN OTTAWA NATURALIST'S JOURNEY \VEST-
WA RD.

By A,»IREW IIAI.KE'IT1, ESQ.

I-av'ing recently, taken a journey ,across thc grecat plains of
thc far wcst and thirougrh the Rocky Mountains, it lias occuirred
to me that a short account of certain animais and plants whlîi
were observcd along- the line from thc car windows or at the
railwvay stations wvomid bc of intcrest to the recaders of the
OTTAA \NATU iALIST. The jouirney, was rcndcrcd the more
plcasant by the presence on the train of Pr-of. D. Thiompson, of
Dundee, Scotland, M\r. James MaIýcount and iMr. MEoof the
Geological Survey, Ottawa. Mîvr cE'ygot off at Kamnloops,
leaving Prof. Thoînpson, MrIi. Macoun and niyself to continue
the journey, b), rail to New~ \V.cstrninister*, and thencc b>' boat to
Victoria.

To the stuclent of nature a journcy by rail across the prairie
is fuît of interest. Such, it is true, docs iîot afford'an opplortun ïty,
for close observation of the nutmerouis faunal and floral forms
existent on every hand, but as thc train mnoves on there is rnuch
to attract tbc attention fi-r the car %vindows and at the stop-
ping places along the line.

Before reaching the glreat plains there are districts w'here
the train pursues its way for long distances without stopping
the country being almost entirely unsettled. Thec are conifers'
but otherwvise the vegetation is low and scrubby. At Otter,
specimens of the Yellow Swallow l3utterfly (Pqp i/jo titrmeis) ivere
seen. At White R iver,a small frog, presuinably Rana /Ia/ccena, was
found. At Cache Lake, wve saw an encaînpment of Indians-
men, women, and children-wvith wigwams and birch-bark
canoes. At jack Fisbi Bay, where the train makýes a tremendous
swveep in shape like the letter U, I observed soine Herring Gulîs


