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ALARMING DETEMORATION 0F THE SOML.

'1'în constant deterioration of the souls iii New
Enluand throughouit inost of tile agricultural

districts of the United States, is a fact of I)orteixtiolis
and alarming signifleance, though it bas not yet

.~arrcsted very extensively the notice of the public.
Ilrobably there is no one fact ini our agricultural
cconoiny of more pregnit interest thani this, iii its
bearings upon our future prosperity. Sonie statistics,
illustrating this downward teudency iii our ability to
produce the fruits of the earth will nowi be given, and
they w iii, 1 thiuk, conclusively prove thut a more
prudent, skiliful, and scientiffie mode of cultivatin"b
the soit is absolutely indispensable.

Between 1840 and 1850 thiree. huiidred thousand
acres of land were added to those I>Le%-iou.-ly under
improvement in Massachusetts. Nincty thousauid
acres were added to our mowing lands, and yet
there ivas a relative depreciation of the hiay ci-op
during that, decade of years of twvelve pur cent. Our
tillage lands, during thxe saine tcrm Nwere increased
forty thousand acres, and yet there was an abbolute
depreciation in our grain crop of six thousaud b~es
The pasturage lands were increased more thail one
hiundred thousand acres, with scarcely any incerease
of neat eattie, and a reduction of one hundred and
sixty thousaud shecp, and seventeen thousaud swine.

The saine law of doterioration is also observable
iii the ricixer regions of the South and VWest~show-
iiîîg, tlîat, %vit h our present unskxillful modes of farming,
we are taking mueh more from the productive ability
of our soiLa ttxaa we are returning to there, and thatIour agricultural prosperity is really and constantlv on
the w'aue. This downward tendency is partially hid-
den frein publie observation by t he vust products
whicl are raised upon the new and ahinost Iinxitless
regions 'which are every year put under cultivation at
the West; but the fact itself is stili indubitable.

In tixe State of New York, between the years 1845
and 1850, 671,692 acres were al-ded to those previ-
ously utndur improvernent, and of course there ought
to have been at least a correspoxxding increase in the
agricultural products of the State. But what wn.s
the fact?

The nunîber of horses decreased le 58,141.
Milch cows decreased, 63,066.
O ther cattie the decrease ivas 12î,525.

Siethe decrease ivas 2,990,622.
Swine, the decrease ivas 556,002.
Of potatoes, the decrease was 7,235,066 bushels
0f peas and beaus% there was a decrease of 1,132,-

054 buslhels. dces a ,9,2 ons
Flax, thue decrease was 1,956,483 potnnds.

Whea, the decrease was 3,î9272 buhs.
Bnckhat the decrease was 0,724 busxels.
.11' tiee a ane incase iii 4507e aux u s f enry

oTs brey ay buttcers id thees aioed ifcon, thct
Stat, butey noy gbetter tland eol ave baiein exctha
froin, t increaer fa fiw uulatiove behi expe494,-
32 ri th o cse fte poulton %rs.waý49,

Iii Tenueslec, the nuniber of eattie raiscd was:
In 1840.........................----- 22SG iead.
la 1850O -- ------ ------- ------ ------ 7àO,ýý6.5 -

liii Kenitucky, more Ilian rile penduiis ofi hie entire
area olf the Stâte arc covercul with lrîs.'l'lie nunm-
ber of'neat cattle raised ivas:

In IS40.................... --------- S9,093 cd
l1850 ............................ ,3i32

Siuowiîig il qlecrewse of.---- 1,781

1 torses and mu les raised iii Kentucky:
1, ------. ----. -------- --------- 395,953 bead.

T1850.......................... 381,291

Decrews, ................. 14,52

It is estimated by intellig,,entfumiers in Indiana
tlîxt their river bottom., WhICI used to produce an
average crop of sixty bushlels of corn to tlie acre now
produce only forty. In Wisconsin, wNhieh is younigcr
btill, it is e.stirnated that only one-hlf the ixuixber of
bushels of wheat are now raised on thec acre %vhlich
were raised twelve years ago.

These estimates arc, ba.se on the ruturtîs made to
the Patent Office, and are as ruliable as any îxow
before flic public. What, tixen, is the conxclusion of
the %vhole ixîntr? It is this, that the souls of XNew
England, after ail the adnxunitions ve have received
upoil tixe suluject, are aunually grow hîg poorer, and
thait evun the %irgý,in luads of the Grecat Wecst are
rapidly becoming e.\lxiaxtijt.d of thcir furtility. Other
and betttr mxodes of~ cultivation must tlireforc be
iutroduced aud practictd, or u cuuutry-iuw the
granary of the w vrld-iiuay ut ixo N ex-y dibtant day
becuuxe duej2iidcnt on, other lands fur its daily bread.
Withiiu fifty yuans our population will unldoubtedly
reacli fli enturinous nuniber of one lxundred millionîs;
but the grau quebtion is Ixow arc tliese xyriads to
bc fed axnd cluthud and educated, if our preseut
iiiipuveribliing agriculturad procesmes are to be cou-
tinued? Wel have turritory etioughI, and it is na.tu-
ralty ricli enough to support a population of onc
thoustznd miillios--a nuîîxber to whclxw muy yet
attain-but how can they be sustaitncd, unie-% seulle
nxethud is devhzed to keep up the productive capa-
bilities of our country, and to returxu to our liberally
discouniting soils as much nt least as wve abstract froi
theuin? Tbis is a prubliîn, %Nhich nxany thoughitful
and far-sceiîîg men are begiîxing to pondfer, and
wliich requires but littie wisdon to sotve.-.. E.
Fariner.

GEOLOGY AS CONNEIJTED WITH AGRICULTURE

TîuE State of "Lew York funiislies examples of aIl
kinds of soils; those produced froni every variety of
formation, anxd of almost every slîade of interaxixture.
The lower counities on fixe Hudson River, aîxd the
tcrritory between Lak-e Chiamplain and the Black
River, now inostly a wilderness, are exnînp!es of
primîitive formations to a g-reat extent. The soul of
the river coutities, altliough foraîed ini a great incas-
ure of granite, gravel, and sand, bas beexi se incorpo-
rated .Nith the drift froin the transition series, that
thxe niiixture iiakes ene of tixe most fertile soil, mhen
properly nîinured aud cultivated.

Tlue condition of our prinmitive dietriets proes in
a g-reat <legree the correctniess of these opinion,,.

Tue ag itral Settlemnents bordering( o1 tlie great
ganitic formation north of Montgomery und 'ý-ara-


