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ning of his reign that ITezekinh Lad thrown off  of the conquering king? They thought of Jeho ,—
the yoke of political vassalage to Assyria: but vah as simply another little god of a province,
he was compelled almost immediately to accept who was n mere name and without power.  So ,
the yoke again, because the moral spirit was not they had found the gods of other peoples to be,
yet sufli
definite resis

sntly restored to stand the test of a  and so they believed in this case, They did not Grea
ance. But now in the fourteenth  understand. They were proud and boastful in

year of his reign he had a regenerated nation their confidence in their material superiority stren
back of him, whose spirit was like that of e and resources,  1f their thought of the God of other
Isracl that knew and trusted God, Such a  Judah had been correct, their boasting would and n
king and such a people could dare make a stand  not have been in vain,  They left God out o
against an invader who eame insolently blas- the anccount, but that did not eliminate him from heart
pheming their God; and such a king and such the situation. God does not leave men am us, an
a people were worth delivering. A moral con- nations out of his account because they hay of defi
dition had been created that made deliverance  left him out of their reckonings. In genera! trust
possible  because it made deliverance worth vaunting oneself against God, whether in dire !
while. words as those Assyrians did, or in a spirit o us. A
ANorHER THovel UNCROWNED KING worldly m-lI‘:q'uhlivluhc:u |!|:ll fears |‘m divine in —
i terference, is both foolish and wicked. 1o

Back of and ll“'f'"gh the events of the !'ls'"r": very little of God's power is requived to humb!
we are here studying we must nul‘ lose sight of human pride even when connected with tl
one whose ll‘""‘““"" and personality were per- greatest human strength! A touch, and the
haps the chief moral force that saved the na- overthrow is complete. Wb o

tion. That potent personality was Isainh the
prophet, Isaiah was God's minister resident A GREAT PRAYER AND ITS ANSWER

and amb dor extraordinary at the court of “And for this cause IMezekiah the king, and
Judal's kings, Ile was a princely prophet, be= 10 rophiet Tsaiah the son of Amoz, pray
longing to the highest social order, cultured,  ouiod to heaven” (verse 20). The prayer of
with a statesman's vision looking out on all the Isaiah is not recorded, but that of the king is
great national and international events that  progepved (2 Kings 19, 15-19).  The whole

wrong road,
Nothing &
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slipreme goo
were m.km;.: place, but viewing 1h.vm f{"'}“ 4 chapter of which this praye a part should he “Where
llrhphln'l,\' outlook and seeing their spiritual g died, and the prayer itself should be read sebeon
meaning. ‘lln lu.nl foreseen the doom that had before every class. We are told in this fuller
fallen on Samaria, and .ln- had stood among the  ,o.ount in 2 Kings that the king of Assyria, in
nf)hlq-s of .Iu.(lnh !md in the presence of !l<'l' addition to the taunts of his messengers, sent
kings l.'r""(']hlln"' 'i”’:l"m""""f“' and ;mfullm'!mz to Hezekiah a boastful and blasphemous letter,
trust in  Jehovah, protesting and warning il at letter § > s ot s pis
against all foreign allianc his constant word “'f' h “.mlf ”'.'” lf"” into ‘.h' ,ho"N of Il! I'he man
being, “For God is with us” (Isa, 8. 10). He Lord and, spreading it out before him, made his does not neeqd
had withstood the policy of King Ahaz, father  appeal to God to deliver his people, not merely Charactep
of Hezekinh, but in vain. But with Hezekiah  for their sake but for the honor of his own Wite ter
he held a place of highest confidence and in- name, Read the prayer and read the great and confidenc
fluence, and there can be no doubt that Isaiah instant answer that was given through Isainl L Faith in G
was the inspiring source of the king's reforms  the prophet. The situation presented is one of any good,
and of his confident faith and courage in the  the most dramatic in Seripture history—a city
eri of the Assyrinn invasion. In the soul-  threatened by an overwhelming army ; messages Faith, fery
struggle through which the king passed Isainh  of boasting and threatening delivered from the threefold stre,
joined with him in his prayer to God for de- insolent foe: the people in doubt and fear: a Enthusiasm
iverance (82, 20). Students of the lesson  king with a letter from his enemy spread out a full head of
shonld not fail to read the article in this issue  before him appealing to the challenged and in Fanaticism
by Professor Eiselen on Isaiah. sulted God; and a prophet through whom Gol with a full he
was sending answer to the prayers of the king! Lutelligent S
HEATHEN VAUNTINGS It was a great occasion gnr prayer, and the est victories
The messengers whom Sennacherib sent to  prayver rose to the level of the occasion. And ) The greates
Jerusalem to dismay the people and dissuade  this. and other examples of similarly great thropists and
them from resistance spoke as the servants of  occasions associated with great prayers, sucl enthusiasts,
a heathen king who had gained many victories — as Solomon’s prayer at the dedication of the l'l 15 only I
might have been expected to speak. They temple, and Daniel's prayer for his captive any man finds
knew that Fezekinh was encouraging and people, show how natural prayer is in con
strengthening the people by assuring them that nection with the er
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Jehovah would defend them, The Assyrians dividual and socie When a great hour in ! Sennacherih
scoffed at this. They were the conquerors of  nation’s life arrives prayer is almost ire ners are; the ¢
many gods already. Who was this God of the pressible. People forget to pray in (ll'llln'H"-’ devotees,
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Jews more than the gods of other peoples, that times, hecause the;
is compels them to pray in

he could deliver his followers out of the hand  of God: but a ¢




