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books is specilly duil, and' that tiiose wlio deai in 'olii' books have the
duilest tine of ail. Now 1 amn just couiing te, ry difiiculty. Here is a pub-
Jishing Society that confines its operations to one Book, and that Book the
oldest of ail; a Book Nwith whicli the market is fairly glutted, hundreds
of millions having beei;i discharged into it; a B3ook, inoreover, wieli we
learn, on excellent aiutliority, is nowv quite dead ; andyetl the Sciety flour.
ishes! It is iîot runtaing dlown, it is rtunning up, ýani if it were the fashion
ta quote this sort of stock in the newspapers, 1 fancy you would need a
stronger terni than ' lively to indicate the vitality of it.

cc You see, frieîîds, the dilemma 1 ainin. 1 arn forcedlto one of two conclu-
sions---either ive have in ail this a veritabie miracle of the nineteenth century,
te which I arn afraid our ]earned friend wouldl hardiy give his assent, or-I
shrink frorn, stating the alternatve, but I must do it-the staternent cannot
be cuite correct. The Bible cannot be quite dead atter ail. There must bo
sorne lifo ini the old B3ook yet. Perhaps ît la the saine with the Bible as
Nvith sonie of tiiose who wrete it, wyho spoke of theinselves in a strange
fashion lik-e this: 'As dying, and behold we ive ; -ie are persecuted,
but not forsaken ive are cast down, but not destroyed ; always bear-
ing about in our body the dying of tho Lord Jesus, that the life also of
Jesus xnighlt be mnade inanifest iu our mortal flesh.> And it has ocourred te
me that possibly out learned friend niay ho sornewhat like a certain weil-
known rustîc, ivhorn the poet Hlorace, ini a passag,,e exceedingly well known
and often quoted, speaks'of as standing upon the bank of a river and wvaiting
tili it should have fiowpid past and disappeared ; not considering that as the

rivr hd fe'w o frm ae t a before lie wvas there, so freni age te age it
stili would flow on after hie had vanishied frorn the scene. The strearneo! the

Wate ofLif ar flwin still, and they still wMl flow ; there is no aigu of

any slacking of the tide, for ivhat la truc cf the lit.tle brook is ne less truc
but still more true, of this brirnming river-

'Mei nma ycorne, and mnen Inay go,
But i o on for ever!'

The constant and ever increasing dernand for the Bible, which is reflecteil lu
the wonderful history of Vhs noble Society, la well worthy of considoratien,
quite apart frorn a publishing, point of view ; for wvhat doea it nican ? It
means that this old Book, which it ia the work of this Society te circulate, is
as young as ever-tbgi it is a Book fer the tirnes as mucli as it ever was.

"The fact isi ail this talk: about the B3ible leing out cf date as a rnatter of
science is se mucli nonsense. Let us have donc ivithit, and leV us ask howe
the Bible stands on its ewn groutnd. ]3ow does it accomnplis,,- the object
whiclî it sets before iV? la It eut of date as a book on sin, on rightcousiness,
on saivatien ? AI! other books that have been atternpted on these aubjects,
except those -which have drawn their inspiration directly or indirectly frein
the Scriptures, wvere either eut cf date at the tiniie they were producedl, or
became out-dated in a very fer jears. The ethicaiand religieus productions
of these who mnade tlieir researches and recorded the resuits of thern apart freini
the Scriptures, where are they '1 Wliere, for example, are the nîoralists aid
philosophera cf Greece and Romne Their works, îndeeti, are on the siielves cf
every scholex in Ohristendorn; but ini what capacity 7 As authorîties ? i
at al; siniply as nmonunments cf genlus aud chapters of intellectual history.
MV1îo would ever think, whcen considering the question, Wherewithal shaill
a young nian cleanse his wvay Il cf answeriing it by saying, By taking lhei 1
therete accerding te A-ristotbe's "I'icornacliiaiu Ethica!" Andi yet Aria-
totle's 'Nicoinachin, Ethics' is the very beat bock over produced, on the sub-

ject without aid frorn revelation.
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