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RECEIVLNG THE BIBLE.

Our acceptance of the Gospel and obedieuce te its requirenients, depend
upon the way in whichl we receive the ivili of God as revealed in the Bible.
If we accept it as authoritative becauso spoken by God, we have a Bure
foundlatien on which to rest. But if wo subznit it to trial, and decide accord-
ing to our own preferences, reason, and attainments, our entire religions con-
victions must be feeblo and hiable to be shaktrn at any time. Christ himself
set forth the propor method of recevn the word of God and the salvation
which it inakes knowa when he said: ."Výerily 1 say unto you, wvhosoever
shail not receive the kingdom. of God as a little child shall in no wise enter
therein." The most noted saints, the rnost successful preachers, and the
greatest theologians, have becs distinguished for receivilg, God's truth as
littie children-.

lu the discriminating and admirable delineation of the character, gifts,
aud work of the late Rov. A. A. Rodge, D.D., delivered at his funeral by
Rev. W. M. Paxton, D.D., we find the following siguificant and trne state-
ment of the way in wvhich this wonderful theologian received the word of
Goad:

"'Ho received the Bible sinuply on the authority of God; hence it ils the
word of life aud light to lis sou]. Be be]ieved a doctrine simply because
God said 3o. Few mien -were sq thoroughly versed in the philosophy 'of the
age, sud perhaps no one was able te handle these arguments with greater
po-wer and sagacity ;but the basis of 'bis own personal belief was not philo.
sopliy or huinan reason in any of its dicta, but simply the word of (God.
These two features of his religions experienco made him a teschoer whose theo-
]ogy wvss Scriptural snd 01hriste-ccntric. It rested on the Bible, aud gathered
around sud centred in Chriist."

This is according to the divine tesclîing -%ith respect to receivingr the Word
of God. And thiose who accept it in this ivay not only tounform te
the requirement, but find strength snd comfort te their own sonis aud be-
corne strong in the Lord and in the powver of his uiiglit. "Thus saitli
the Lord, sliould lie an end of ail deubt and centroversy. .J ust
as soon as tho resi meaning of any passage of the Bible has been ascer-
tained, its anthority is te be admitted, even theugh the camnaI iiid or parti-
al!y sauctified heart nmay rebel against it, and our intellect may lie unable te
understand it fully. Whst we knew net now we umay know hereafter ; thougl
there are ne donlit niany things pertaining te God, Bis word and is works,
that we will nover either in this life or in that which is te corne be able te
comprehend.

And ail preachin. that does net insist upon the reception of the Bible
"simply on the autherity of Ged," is faulty, weak, aud will fail te edify the

churcli or bringr sinners te, repentance. AIl apelogizing fer what God lias
said is eut of place; and all attempts te discredit or lewer the force of auy-
thingy Ged lias revealed because wve uisy be unable te explain iL or a.sfi
what we may be pleased te caîl satisfactory resens for it, in the Sabbath
achool or in the pulpit, cannef. 'ail te lie injurions. In this way net a few
preachers have made their people iveak and sick]y. To ail sudh the inquiry

jof Job rinay lie pertinently put :" 1Canst thon by se-ircliing find eut Gud?
(. Oanst thon find eut the Almighty unto perfection 7 It is lîigh as licaven;
what caust thon do ? Deeper than helli; what canst thon knw? 'l'Tie niea-
sure thereof is longer than, the earth, and broader than tue sa"P~.i
teriaLf Bcnpier. ______________
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Hawthorne says a weman's face is nover so beautiful as after lier seul bas
passed thieuglia greatstruggle. Our Bible will have passed through its great


