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The Spring of 1882,
NEWICUNDLAND,

8t. Jonn's, Nild., March 31.

Tue chief topic of thought hers at present,
among all classes, is the seal fishery, now in
progress, sud about which an unusual dogree
of anxiety is felt. 'T'his year bas been alto-
gethor exceptional, in regard to the immense
snow{alls, and above all, the enormous icefields
which have been driven in on the coast and
held thera by persistent easterly winds. All
the casterly coast, and in every bay and har-
bor, the ice-pack has been unprecedented dur-
ing the present generation. The six powerful
Dundee saualing steamers, in attempting to
reach St. John's, were caught in the pack,
carried past the harbor, und when at length
they got a chance to reach the mouth of the
harrows, they had to force an entrance through
an ice barrier several feet in thickness. By a
fortunate change of wind, as I described in my
letter of the 14th inst., the steamers in St
John's got away on the 10th and 11th of March
and boldly dashed out into the ice-fields. But
they were not out of sight till the wind reered
again to the north-east, and once more the ice
blockade was renewed. For geveral days they
were wistble from Signal Hill, fighting their
way northward towards the sealing grounds,
some.mes caught and carried in the inpene
trable pack southward, then getting free, strug-
gling to reach the lanes of open water, and so
cleaving their way through the heavy ice bar-
rier toward their prey. Since the laststeamer
disappeared below the lorizon nothing has
been heard from our sealing fleet, but we hope,
in eight or ten days, to see the fitst of them
returning, bringing their fat cargoes with them.
Still the prospects are not bright. The ice has
been very heavy and by easterly winds has
been pressed on the shore aund tightly held to-
gether. It witl be very difficult for the steam-
ers to penetrate these heavy masses in pur
suit of the seals, and the danger is that some
of themr may be caught in the pack snd held
fast. Besides, it is thought that, owing to the
ice being prested on the coast so early, the
seals will be out of the usual track and far off
the shore. Conjectures, however, are vein.
¢ It is the unexpected which usually happens.”
Till the first sealer returns nothiog certsin will
be known.

CONCEPTION BAY SHUT IN BY AN ICE BLOOKADE.

The winds which drove the ice off the coast
sbout St. Johrn's unhsppily were unsble to
make any impression on the enormous mass of
heavy ice which had been wedgedinto Concep-
tion Bay. Even a violent gale on Tuesday
night from the south-west, bad no effect in
loosening or breaking up the ice in this bay.
North east winds drove it in, mass after mass,
till across the mouth it - rafted,” that is, was
heaved up by the swell sheet after sheet, on
each other, and then frozen together so as to
form s solid wall of ice several feet high. It
would require & very heavy swell from the
south-east to break up this solid mass. The
condition ok the Conception Bay eealing fleet
is pitiable. There they have been since the
beginuning of March, waiting for an opening in
the ice to enable them to get away, and endur-
ing all the pangs of “hope deferred.” The
steamers Vanguard, Mastiff' and Iceland are
solidly frozen in and unable to move. The
Greenland had been at St. John's getting new
boilers, and attempted to get inio Harbor
Grace to procure her outfit and crew, but was
forced to return, and not being in a condition
to go o sea from here, she remains in this har-
bor. Thois is & most dissstrous affair for the
sealers of Conception Bay, who are thus hope-
lessly iraprisoned. The voyags may now Le
sbandoned, as there is no appearance of the
ico opening, the east wind having once more
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st in. 'The chances of the voyage are coun-
pletely goue and the men will probably soon
return to their homes, mwany of them in o
choorless and destitute condition. The sailing
vesgels tiitte? out at great expense for the ice,
in Brigus, Spainiard’s Bay, Harbor Grace and
Carbonear, together with the steamers abose
named, are all alike prisoners. Tne industri
ous efforts of bundr-ds of men are thus psraly-
zed, and in consequence great privations and
hardships will follow. Nothing is to be earned
at this time of year. 1he merchants and sup-
plyers in this quarter willloose heavily, as all
preparations for & start were made, the men
booked and on boatu and, of course, they had
to feed them in complete idleness since the
first weak of March. Such & blookade of ice
has not occurred in Conception Bay for fifty
years. Gloom has settled on all the people.

Vessels Crushed by ice.

Sr. Joux, Nfld, Apri) 3 —The sealing brigan-
tine Dawn, Captlain King, arrived yesterday
with the cflicers and crow of the British schoon
er Promise, crushed by ice cn Friday in the
Gulf of St. Lawrence. The Promise left this
port on Wednesday for Lisbon. She had a
cargo of codfish valued at $15,000. On Fri
day, wheu about forty-five miles south-west of
Cape Pine, she was struck by a kuge ice floe
on the starboard bow, and began to leak badly.
There was a heavy gale blowing, and a very
high sen and swell rolling among the ice- Sig-
vals of distress were beisted on the schooner
without delay. Tho vessel was surrounded by
ice floes, and no boat could live for a moment
among them. The mail steamer Newfound-
land passed down on the castward side, but
too far distant to notice the distress sigunals.
The crew boarded the Promise and muuced
the pumps, but the vessel was sinking rapidly.
The crew of the Promiie were {ransferred to
the Dawn, and the whole sealing crew set
vigorously to work to save the cargo before
the null settled down in the water. Two
tacueand five hundred quintals of cadfish were
saved. The Schooner sank with 1he kalsnce
of the cargo. Five miles distant lay the Ger
man barquentine Solid. She had been rolling
some time among huge sections of ice, wken
suddenly she disappeared and was not seen
afterwards, nor any portion ot her wreck or
gear. Captain King is of the opinion that she
was struck by a heavy floe, opaned, and sank
immediately.

A colony was established recently at Six
Mile Lake, in Tunics county, Miss The col-
onists knew nothingof the habits of the erratic
Father of Waters, and :he flood caught them
napping. Tho first waraing was the sound of
the torrent brealing through the levee. All
who were at home got upon the tops of the
houses, but several men who happened to be
in the fields, climbed treez. Four men were
imprigoned in that way for twenty hours, the
angry water lagping their {feot as it swayed the
branches to which they clung. Rescue came
at last in the shape of a steamboat that hap
pened to be swept through the bresk.

A correspondent of the Chicago Times took
ride ip a skiff last Tuesday morning among the
submerged plantations near McGes's Station,
Jjust below Memphie. At one place he found a
farmer walking upon stilts around his yard,
which was several inches under water. While
the reporter was talking to the mean a splagh
attracted the aitention of both. When the
reporter saw that the splash had been caused
by a child falling from a second story window
into the water, he was alarmed. ¢ Never
mind,” said the fathoer, quietly, “tbhat’s Jim ;
but he won't get drowned ; he's got four gourds
on.” The reporter was much interested to

learn that most of the little ones in the ueigh
borhood had similar rude life-prezervers tied
to their persons.

A residont of Caruthersville went in 2 boat
last Wedneaday to look after some cattle
whioch had been placed upon a platform in a
swamp. In paddling through the swamp the
voyager saw oighteen deer on a narrow strip of
dryland. He wantorly shot every one of tho
Eoor brutes avd gained the curses of his neigh-
ors for his painr..

Amount of Snow-frxll in North.-Enst.
er. Amerien.
(H. Y. Hind.)

The snow-fall on the coast of North-East-
ern Labrador is very considerable, but not
nearly so great as one would suppose from the
vast accumulations on jea slopes und in ravines
facing the east or south.cast. As far as can
be gathered from the accounts of the mission.
aries, Exquimo aud resident trappers on the
coast, the snow does nct m general exceed
eight (8) feet in the woods, when it is protect-
ed from winds. Judging by tbis rude method,
the annueal snovw-fall may average some thirly
or forty inches more thau in the maritime pro-
vinces of the Dominion or some parts of On-
tario. But this zone of snow, even when we
confine its Lmits to a depth not more than
five feet onthe level, or about sixty inches,
allowing for evaporation, is 2 power, when
moved by winds and thrown into drifts,
which under favorable circumstances, exer-
cises an influence in moulding the outl'ne of
the surface to an extraordinary extent, and is
strictly comparable with the more striking, be-
cause concentrated effects of other forms in
which frezen water or vapor is seen to act.
But a snow-drift remaining throughout the year
on an exposed slope, and slowly, almost per-
ceptitly, gliding down to a lower level, affords
of itself no measure of the mechanical work
it dirc ctly effects by gravity and motion Itis
a never-ceasing agent for condensing the vapor
of the atmospbere, and to the mechanical efiect
it pro luces by its own weight as snow, must be
added the etfect produced by the moisture it
cond: nses from the air ‘throughout the entire
period of its existence. AMr. G.P Marshin his
work entitled ¢ Tke Esrth as Modified by Hu.
men Action,” draws attention to the observa-
tions made in Switzeriand on the hygron.etric
functions ot snow in relation to the condensa.
tion of atmospheric vapor by the snows and
glsciers of the Rhcne Basin, It is estimated
that the total of this condeneation is nearly
equal to the entire precipitation of the valley.
There can be no doubt that permanent snow-
drifts on the Labrador coast condensze an im-
mense amount of moisture which must find its
outlet during the summer months in the coun-
terpart of miniature glacial rivers, and these
proceeding from a snow-drift a square mile in
area, will be no insignificant streams. There
are very many such drifts on the N. E. Labra-
dor coast.

The following tables, penned from the data
contained in the extensive importaut series
published under the supervision of Prof. Kings-
ton, at Toronto, in the reports of the meteor-
ological office, show the existence of a great
snow zope in North Awmerica, stretching far
down into temperate latitudes, which is doing
extensive geological work on the Labrador
cosst. It thero ropresents a modern and ex-
isting continuation of work formerly done over
wide-spreading areac farther to tho south, and
in its mode of operation it represents in in-
numerable miniature forms, the action of Al
pine glaciers,and is yet thousands of feet below
the line of perpetuel enow, in the ordinary
acceptation of tho term.
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