
pun11isbnsnit as sevre as befol Sodomn and Gonioirali, and the
jutdglment of God overtook thcm, not iu the foi-i of a ramn or
fire, but in the curse of %var. Ail gayety had ccased, the ma-
jority oU the ciizenis oU paris haqd 1ied to foreigil lands, whilce
others wero starvingr iii the streets of tic once beautifail city,
or cisc obliced to cat the flesh of dogs, homeos, andi rats. Tho
German soldiers, who hind talzen Up thoir ftuarters in the clin-
temus, wvere at first astonishied at the spiendor that oecrywberc
prevailcd; but they were compelled, by tho sevcrity of the
wvintcr, to usa -as fuel tic niost costiy andc elcg-ant furniture;
thcy stretchad their we.tricd linibs upcon soft cushions, turnod
thc gildcd saloons into stables for their heorses, and latighcd
alou1 whcin they saw tho aniazenient of tbe animiais *as they
1ookcel at tbemscislvcs in the lolfty mirrors. The modern Sodomi
Nwas almost a barren wasto; n nd not only did the siielis of the
vietorious Gerians fali uipon' the (lorncd city, but tlue pîro-
jectiles, aise, of the French insurgents ; until nt ist the
fien.Ush mlob, in a spirit of m1ad frcnvy, solugbt te, destroy the
city by firo.

In ail this abomination of desolation, Count Rethel reeogr-
nized the avenginc, baud of Grod.

"The Lord iucver chancres !" said -Rethel. Il Il whnli
banished our first parents fro'mn Paradise, wvbo cursed the earth
on account of sin, who destroycd a wiýkcd ivorld by tho de-
luge. Hie who overtbreows kingdoins, and scatters whvlole na-
tiens by the breath. of bis nostrils, lias alse admoaished France
that'he-is stili living. le pcrmitted the Philistines te over-
rua Israei, and 11e lias aliowed the Gerrnans to conquer rirance.
0 France, iny beautifuil country, wilt thon tirn a deaf car te
the warningr? Wrilt thon. net se the finger of God in thy
chastisement, and retîmu to the Lord ?"

In sueli terras would the couat oftea give vent to bis grief;
for of tbe tbree sons wbo bad fought for the lienor of France,
only one biad rcturned frein tbe battle-field. The awfui CRI-
amities that hnad fallen upon bis niativo land had soroly afflicted
him, and in proportion to lus anguish, was also bis hatred
agaunst the Prassian, soldiers, whom tbe French papers de-
scribed as barbarians, incendiaries, and as rutbless mairderers
and tyrants. Tho nèw Gai-man emire also awakened his dis-
like, for te himùit appeàred like -a constant threcat aginst the in-
dôp'oiid-iice of France ; lue becamo unelanebo]y, and a smilo
seldôm oér nover lighted up bis aged féatuýes..Suddonly a change camei over hi m. The journais coutained
Èdws from. Germàny, wvbieh seerned to rejoice bini greatly.


