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THE CHURCH IN BRITISH
COLUMBIA.

BY RRV. W. L. CLAY, B.A

Preshytorianizm came to Rritish Columbin
with the traders and oflicers of the I{udaon
Bay Company, in tho early decades of the
century  The Presbyterian Church, with ae-
customed deliboratoness followed, Poter-liko,
“afar off.” Tho inovitable happened ; and
many, born within her pale, of Scottish and
Trish parontage, feoling themselves bereft of
parental attontion, sought as their fostor
mother the Church of England, in whoso fold
their children have found a natural and per-
manent home.

In the Canadian Church that indomitable
missionary, pastor, profeseor and author, Dr.
Burns, was persistent in advocating that a
man be sont to minister to the scattered Pres-
byterians of the Pacific Provinco. Accord-
ingly, in 1859, the Rev. D.H.MacV icar, now
the honored Principal of Montreal Collogo,
who had been graduated from Knox College
tho provious year, was acked to undertako
tho mission. Other calls being before him
at the samo time this was declined ; and the
honor of laying the foundntions of organized
Presbyterianism on this coast passed to the
Trish Church. For before another appoint-
ment could be made in Canada, the Rev.
Johu Hall from the ¢ Emerald Isle” began
a short but fruitful ministry in Victoria.

A yoar after Mr. Hall's arrival the Cana-
dian Church began work on the mainland
tho Rev. Robert Jamicson being her first
missionary. At New Westminster Mr.
Jamieson continued to labor, except for a
period spent in organizing & congregation at
Nanaimo, with sigual success until 1884.
when failing health compelled his retirement,
In the twenty-two years of his ministry hg
did much to extend and guide the missivnary
operations of the Church throughout the
Province, and to counsel the younger men
who from time to time came to take part in
this arduous ministry with him.

The Church of Scotland, also, did much
for her sons and daughters among the moun-
tains and {orests of British Columbia—send-
ing both able men and liberal sums of money
to maintain ordinances among the settlers,
The first missionary from the mother Church
was the Rev. Mr. Nimmo, who was after-
wards followed by Messrs. Sumerville, Mac.
Gregor, Clyde, McElmon, Dunn, Burray,
Stephen and others, of whom some remain
until this present but some are fallen asleep.

The year 1882 marked a now cpoch in the
work of the Canadian Church in this Pro-
vince. The indefatizable convener of the
Home DMission Committec having, by ap-
pointment of the General Assembly, visited
the Province and becume acquainted with its
needs and possibilities, was enabled to mau-
gurate & more aggressive policy of mission-

ary enterprise.
«There is a tide in the affawrs of men

(and churches), which, taken atits fluvd leads

on to fortune.” |
In tte hiztwfy of the Church in Briush

Columbia there have been two such tides.
Tho first, when the vast wealth of furest aud
mine began to attract the peuple, she failed
tu take advantage of to her irreparable luss.
The secund, not yuite sv full perhaps, wag
when the C.P.R. began to thrust its civiliz.
ing hand acruss prairics, vier nountaius and
and through furests. This the Church was
suficiently wise to embrace, with the result
that the evils of furimer neglect have tu seme
extent been counteracted

One result of the vigurous prosccutivn of
the wurk in the developlag perial that ful
lowed the construction of the milwag, was Lhe
crection, by act of the General Asscnbly of
1887, of the Presbytery of Columbia compri
ging 8 ministess with their congregations  In
1888 the Prosbytery submitted its first statis
tical report in which the number f ministers
is sct down as 9 with 45 churches and mis.
sion stations and 245 communicants, raising
for all purposes $11,024.

THE CANADLA PRESBYTERIAN.

To folluw the Presbytery of Culumbia
through its briof h.t bright carcor, might bo
interesting but the guud nature of my renders
must not be imposed upon at too groat a
longth.

The cattor-pillar dies only tv find & more
perfoot life in the beautiful buttorfly—so the
Presbytory of Columbin simply attained a
moro porfect and usoful oxistonco when in
1802 .ts oxtonsivo tiold of oporations was di-
vided intv threo Presbytorios, which,with that
of Cnlgary boyond the niountains, an oftshoot
from the Presbytery of Regina, wore orected
intu the Synod of British Columbia. The firat
Moderatur of the now Synod was the Rov.
Donald MacRae, of St. Paul's Church,
Victoria, to whose oxhaustive review of ‘¢ Blis-
sion Work in tho Far West,” contained in
his retiring sermon published with tho min-
utes of Synod, I am indebted for the historical
factsof this papor.

Tho first year of its oxistonco (1833) the
Synod roported 131 churches and stations,
3,324 cummunicants and a total revenue of
£83,023, while this year the figuves under the
foregoing head stand respoctively 164, 8,351
and $85,331. This increase indicates a pro.
gress not sonsational, but, in view of thegon-
oral commersial dopression, not discouraging.
Since the organization of the Presbytery of
Columbia a very largo portion of the revenuo
of the Church has been spent in this Western
Synod. Sume may think an undue sharo has
come to us, and ask what has been done with
their contributions, The enquiry is just,
and the answor—satisfactory, I trust—is that,
in addition to paying the salaries of tho mis-
sionaries employed, no fewer than 36 churches
and 13 manses have been erected or purchas-
ed through the assistance of the Church and
Manse Building Fund.

It should hore be noted with pleasure
that the various congregations, organized and
supported throughout the Province by the
churches of Scotland and Ireland, have, with
the hearty concurrence of the parent churches
one by one, entered the Presbyterian Church
in Canada briuging with them their very
valuable property in churches and manses,
and enriching her ministry with men of varied
gifts and graces.

In »ddition to the work carried on among
the whiie population, the Church has two
Forcign Mission Agencies within the bounds
of this Synod. In .July 1891 the Rov. J A-
McDonald, B.A , who had been appointed by
tho Foreign Mission Committee to undertake
mission work amony tho Indians of British
Columbia, having carefully explored the whole
fiold finally scttled upon Alberni on the West
coast of Vancouver Islknd as the centre of
his operations. Assisted by his sister as
teacher in 2 day school, and Miss Eliznbeth
Lister as Matron, Mr. McDonald entered
zealously upon his work and soon won con-
siderable influence over the Indians of the
neighborhood But severe trials were in store
for the younr mission. DMiss Lister was
soon obliged by ill health to withdraw and
has since died Then Miss McDonald was
called home, and last year Mr MeDonald
was compolled to withdraw from the field.
Notwithstanding these losses the educational,
industrial, and cvangelistic work of the mis-
sion has gone forward with some encourage-
ment. The missionary now in charge is ¥Mr
M Swartout, with whom are associated Miss
Belia Johnston as matron, and Miss M.
Minnes as teacher.

Qur other inissivn is amung the Chineso
of whum there are ubuut 8,000 iu the Pro.
vince. The greater number of theso reside
in the city of Victoria, where, in a yuiet way,
Christian work was begun in 1891 by mem-
hers of St. Andrew’s Church.  In December

f that yoar the Assembly’s Forcign Mission
C.mmittee, aftor much scoking, invited the
Rev A, B. Winchester, of Barlin, Ont., to
undertake the entire cuntrul of the work
among the Chincse. Having accopted this
call ke arrived in Victoria carly the following
spring, where, while sceking fur a suitable
building for his work, he met Mr. C. A.
Culman who had lad sume exporience in
evangelistic work among the Chinoso of San

Francisco, and who cuald spoeak Cantoness
fluontly. Him would Mr. Winchester hiave
to go forth with him, and together thoy opon-
ed an evoning school on the bordors of China-
town in June, 1892. This school, in which the
missionaries aro assisted by volunteer teach-
ors, is atill in activo oporationand was nover
80 prosporous as atpresent.  Similar schools
are boing carried on at Vancouver, Weat-
minster, Kaslo, Nelson, Union and Welling-
ton without oxpense to tho Foreign Mission
Committee. In Jd.'y of last year M.
Colnan visited the cannories of tho Lower
Fraser whore a great many Chinamen find
employmont during the summer months,
With tho approval of tho Committee Mr.
Winchester is at presont in China where ho
will spend some eight months with a view of
acquiring greater fluency in the Cantoneso
dialect. Although our wmissionaries are s
yot unable te point to their achool, and to
say with cortainty of anyone, * This man was
born there,’ evidences of tho Divine blessing
upon their self-denying labors are not want-
ing. Two of their pupils have professed
thoir acceptance of the Lord Jesus as their
Saviour, but none have yet been reccived
into communion by any of our churches.

May this imperfect but too lengthy re-
viow of our Church's operations on tho
Pacific coast bo to all who may be led to read
it, a sort of Appii Forum meesage enabling
them to thank God and take courage.

St. Andrew's Church, Victoria, B.C.

TRE CATECHIST AND THE
SACRAMENTS.

BY REV. JAMES FRASER,

Some months ago you published a paper
which I sent you on the Catechist and the
Sacraments. The present contribution is
given in the form in which it was presented
to the Presbytery of Montreal, as introducing
a draft overture on ths subject of the paper.

This overture contemplates the exercise
by Presbyterles of the power to authorize
catechists to administer the sacrameats,
subject to such conditions of place, time,
and manuer, as the Presbyteries may deem
to be needed, in the interests of the gospel,
in their Home Mission fields.

The main issue, shortly defised, is this:
May the Church, through its organized
governmental institutions, employ catechists
to minister the sacraments, without urdina.
tion to the ministry ?

Consider first the subject of o.dination
io relation to this question.

In the record of an ordination. that of
deacons (Acts vi: 3, 6) inthe church o
Jerusalem the apostles set the matter before
the disciples in this manner.  * Look ye ont
therefore from among you, seven men of good
report, full of the Holy Ghost,and wisdom,
whom we may appoiat over this business”
The appointment itself isthus described :
‘*And when they bad prayed, they laid their
bands on them.” Again, there are certain
qualifications enumerated as needed by the
elder. The fact of the laying of hands on
those chosen for the office is stated, and the
practice of ordaining elders in the Churchis
declared in such terms asthese : “And when
they bad appointed for ther elders in every
church® (Acts xiv: 23). Bearlng also on
the present question is the unique ordination
of Barnabas and Panl, at Aatioch, to a
special work. To certain prophets and
teachers ' as they ministered to the Lord
and fasted the Holy Ghost said, *Separate
me Barnabas and Paul for the work where.
unto I kave called thern.’ Then when they
had fasted and prayed and laid their hands
onthemthey sent them away ™ (Actsxiii: 1-3 )
The. retarn from theix fulfilled mission is
connected with the outgoing in these words :
« And thence they saited to Aatioch, from
whence they had been commended to the
grace of God for the work whick they had
Jufilled” (Acts xiv: 26). These examples
clearly show that the meaning of ordination:
in general, is appointment of men, approven
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as qualified, to office or speciat work 1n the
Church, for an undefined time or for a mor
definite season.

Now in this sense ordination, whateve;
the form of service be, is necessary to the
performauce of what may be called churc
or publicacts. The worker must be chosen,
and in some way recogaized, as an authorizeq
and duly appointed church worker. By this
the individual is removed out of the category
of an tndependent worker, and is appointed
a regular agent under the Church organiz.
tion. In this sense, the catechist who noy
preaches the gospel without aqrdination t
the ministry has been ordained, whateve
the form of service conducted by the pres.
bytery at his appointment was. In thj
sense the appointment of the catechist bers.
after (should this overture be adopted) 1
minister the sacraments in a certain plage
and for a certain time will be ordained. By
neither for the exercise of his present powe,
nor {er what may in the future be given hiy

is the ordination or appointment of th,

catechist, ordination to the office of ministy
or pastor.

Consider pow, in its relation to this ques.
tion,the comparative importance of the Worg
and the Sacraments, in the economy of 2%
gospel.

A kind of vague idea prevails that the
Sacraments hold a higher place than the
Word, because of their grave solemnity and
also perhaps because they not only repre.
sent, but **seal and exhibit” the grace of
the truths they represent.  Oa these grounds
it isheld by some that they should not be
administered except by one duly ordained to
the ministry, not even by duly ordained
elders, unless a minister be present to con.
duct the service. Without laying too much
sttess upon the fact, let it be observed that
Paul was baptised (3nd most probably or
dained in the sense of being appointed to his
lif= work) by one who is called simply “a
certain disciple” (Acts ix : 10).
the declarationof the apostle Paul begin.
ning, * I thank God I baptised none of yoa
save Crispus and Gaius “ (r Cor. i: 14, I7)
will be accepted as decisive. It is true that
the apostle’s thankfulness to God, for not
having baptised mauny of them, is condinon-
ed on the very important statement, * lest
any man should say that ye were baptised
into my name.” Notwithstanding this, it may
be affirmed, as a conclusion within safe
bounds, from this judgment of the apostle,
that the word of the gospel, occupying tke
realm of brioging menintopersonal fellowship
with God, staunds supreme, and thisin chris-
tian as well as heathen lands, in our ordic-
ary congregations as well as mission statioos.
But what is true of the Word, in regard to
men coming into communion with God, is
true of the Word also, as the means where:
by christians abide in God’s love of com-
placency in them, for it is through the Word
that they are made like God, the conditico
of such abiding. * If ye keep My command:
ments, ye shall abide in My love, even as !
have kept my Father’s commandments and
abide in Hislove ” (Joha xv : to). *¢ Sauctify
them through Thytruth ; Thy word is truth”
(Joha xvii: 17).

But surely.

Ia all this there has been neither desire*

nor attempt to disparage the Sacraments.
Their great importance, and our great need
of them, are vindicated by their institution.
Simply there is pointed out, and that very

shortly, their place in the economy of the
gospel as compared with tne Word; aad”

the conclusion is drawn that the same re-
lation must exist between the ministrations,
as subsists between the Sacrameat and the
Word themselves. To accept therefore the
present practice of our Church, of employing
catechists to minister the Word under the
charge and control of the Church, is to fall
in simphciter with this overture, Oaothe
other hand to deny this supreme place ©
the Word, demands proof of the ground od.

which the denial rests. And even supposing

it could be shown that the sacraments held

the higher place, it would stll have to b

proved that the appointment of catechiststo”



