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pgastor anb flpeope.
HE KNO WS.

Blest Sat-lour ! 1Had'st Tltou knuîtn
1mow uark tite iî'ay wounl be,

Huit struug ftue'w-at-esandl angr- iin'],
Wlien I put ont to sca.

Thtoui iîat'st not l)i< me sail
Where cruel surf inakes moan,

Whcrc trcînbling barks ail restiess
Ami'] the seetlîing tuant.

L(i55

Oh, souti, itaul 1not known,
1 lia'] not 1)1<1 tiee ga;

I kueti- t ail an'] loî-eultluee still
Beyund t-liat- heurt- cau n kuui!
-M. Grant (iraser. Mhtut, ('entrai

India.

THE PERMANENCE 0F TUE SAB-
BATH IN, RELATION TO TUE

MOSAIC LA W AND THE
GOSPEL ECOAOMV.*

It sems undeniabie that lu Christian
landls tîte general regairulfuir the sanc-
tlty uft'tlie Lorul's day is iu suuute îiay
lihke'] w-th the poptîlar conviction titat
tue Fourth C'-umman<lnîient is bin']ing.
an<l t. appears î-cry certain titat au-y
îvcakening uft tiis bellef w-onul necessar-
lly tend tu underutine thte sense o! obli-
gation to reeinber tite Sabiuatb day
to kcep it iuoly. Wc propose to ex-
,amine some o! tite grouinuds it-llcileaul
us to belleve titat titis gencrai opinion
is iveil foun<lcd, anul to showt' i-iy w-c
regard tîte Sabbath la-&, eîubo<licd ln
the Fourti Commindinent, as bindling
unuler the Gospel.

Iu this cunnection, tiio outstaîuiiîuig
ftacts arrest attentilon, viz.: First-Ai
Christendont aî-veuly recognizes thte

Fourtit Commndment was stilil)bin<ing.

ilng exceptions, observes its <loy
ut sacreul rest (ou tule f irst <ay
o! thc w-eek. Titat thie entire (hrns-
tian world, cast au'] west, openiy ac-
know-leulgc the authority o! the Fouîrth
Commaudment, is evideut froi tîte treat-
meut accordeul to the Decalogue as a
tihole. It Is constantly ltel<l fort-ltandi
taught as a suiiittary ot ail the <luitles
enjoine'] by tite divine iaw-.

No C ristian Clurch blas et-ren ilîttin-
ateul any une ut its preccpts, uýZ taughut its
peuple to tink of ail duty as embuilieul
lu nine commaudments. lThe Teut Coini-
maudmeuts arc reciteu lin Ciurcît ser-
vices.' Tiey are otten prixute'] conspicu-

ously ou the ivalis of the botise utfGoul.
Tiuey are taugit tu the chiluiren in the

tamiiy, ln the Sabbatit sdiîu<î, an'] cten

lu public scitools, witere oîtly a uuini-
mumi ut religion is alloîîed. Wlîen w-e

take part luntte mnuîsýt soicutin service
of a Christian Ctuircitw-e iîay iear the'
minister reltearse <istintiy ail tic Ten
Commanuiments, an'] after cadi o! thite
lu succession, tic entire cougregat lit (le-
voutiy responds, -Lordl liai-e înercy iip-
ou us, anul Incline oîr itearts tu keep
this lait," anul w-e tee assutre(l tîttt nu
one# can. unite in that- act o!fîvorshîip,
w-lt-o dues not sec sornet-bing in the
Fourtit Comniaudmeut îii 8 t iillîinds
tic Chtristia-n conscience.

If the Christian ivorlul <les nut be-
lieve titat tîte Fourtît Couttuaudment, is
o! permanent, obligation, it shioni' ne-
vise its custunts.

But w-ile Clîristendoun dues hoinage
to the abluling autionity ofthte Sabbatit
iaw lu tic Decalogue, it is equu:lly cer-
tain tiat it dues not obsenr-e its u1elîy
dut, rest an']w-orsluip on the seventît dË?y.

Wlth conîparatii-eiy sîntîli exceptions,
IL rests ou thietiret <lay ufthtie îîeek.
But titose w-ho believerin tîte permianent
antlîority o! thle FourthitCoutinandtncnt,
c ati olion- this course cousistcntly, uînly
tîpon thue suipposit ion that wh-lile tîhe lait,
lu ail that is essentiai to il, reinains,

permanence o! the Sabbath, without, at
ieat3, glancing ut the generat structure
ot te uae lav, ana ulite -elatioa its
parts sustain Lu caa u uer.

OJur subject branches tutu three parts;
the eviclence tor the permtanence ut the
;Sabbat iltaw-; its relation tu tule Mos-
aic codes ; and tite change uf the day on

wiltua14i oscrtod tunuert-hie Gospel.
1. lte evidene tor the permanence o!

lite SalObaLt lawý. lu claîatng perman.-
',ne for Lte Sabbatt lawt, we distin-
guishit ut-reasons wict wul l ietater
api)car, betw%-eetî the e3sentil features ut
tie 1law 'as emtuodxiedlunthe Fourtît Coin-
utandttieut, ana i te detalled cnactmnents
~-itii their penaitica, whii are fuund
elseNvitere itntute lNosaic codes. Intelli-
gent i rîstians believe titat thiese have
z5erved tuteur ptrpoie and passedl away,
but taîat. the ýSaboath latv, engraved by
the livuer of (hi'] un the tables o! stune,
lias fl ot ceaseul Lu bin'] the Christ ian cou-
sue nce.

la sket('liig the argument for the per-
tuanene uf tie Sabbath law-, w-e begin
w-lth a point, w-hich i tough nut strict-
îy essetiai to tite argument, addis great-
ix Lu its force, viz.:

. 1. 'filic Sabbath ivas establisîte'] long
ptior tu te Mosaic ecunoiny, and lias
&un independeut origin. Aithougli iîtcor-
porate' u inte Mosale systein, ut comes
duw-n to us, like the iaw o! marriage
front Eden. It w'as given originaiiy, not
to lsrael, but tu the representatives o!
te wiiole ittman race. lu Gen. il., 2-3,

we read titat Go'] reste'] the seventh
day frou al l Hs vork iviilh lHe liii'
made. An'] God blessed the seventh day
and sanctifie'] it. Paiey, F. W. Robert-
sou and otiiers, tollow-ing cariier con-
rinentai autitors, tell us that the record
here is unade in anticipation uf what was
afterw-ards dune lu the îviiderness. They
suppose that "the order of connection,
and not uf tinte, Introduces the mention
o! te Sabbathltite hist.ory o! the
subject It w-as ordained to commemor-
ate." Robertson informs us, "It ls
flot sai'] that God at tihe creation gave
tîte Sabbath tu man, but titat Go'] rest-
cd at the close uf the six ']ays o! cre-
ation :w'lercupon lHc biessed an'] sanc-
tified the set-enth day to the Israeiites."
it muet be ubvious to aimost every rea']-
er, that titere ie nothiug luntte context
to suggest titis vlew; an'] it -is dIffi-
cuit to uudcrstand howv any one who
linrd not a preconceived hypothesis
to support, coul'] have thought of this
mode of!itan']ling what seems a plain
historicai record. Moreover, If the rea-
son aileged wias vali'] for estabiisiting
tîte iabbat1t at Sinai, it ivas ecjujuly
valil' from tîte beginniug; an'] tiere Is
reaily nu reason w-hy ive should give
titis passage suca a severe wrench lu
order to make It appear that God had
denie'] this beneficent institutli for
Lhree tltousand years to the human race.

It bas been urged tl-'at the entire
silence o! Scripture respecting thte Sab-
bath, lu the periud iutert'ening betw-eeu
Adant îand Muses, Is luconsistent w-lti
its eariy (date. Witen the tragmentary
an(l brie! character of tite uistory lu
Genesis ls taken intu account, no great
weiglht can -be attached tu titis objec-
ion. There are, moreover, traces ail

dowtn througli the history lu Genesis o!
the div-ision o! time Into weeks, o!f vltlc
the pritueval institution o! the Sabbath
le tihe natturai expianation. Passing by
less lefinite references lu the eariier por-
tIont utotte bo<ok,wliten w-e conte ]otvn
Lu the tie o! Noali, w-e rea'], "For yet
seven ']ays, andl I iili cause it to ramt."
"And it came to pass after seven <lays
te waters o! tlte fliood] were upon the

cartit." Again w-e rendf, "An'] Noali
staye<I yet anot ber seven days an'] sent
f ortlit the love outt o! the ark." An'] af-
ter tliat w'eek ha'] run Its course, the
Iiistury gues on, "Ail lie staye'] yet uther
soi-en days . and] sent forth tule (love;
wbiclt retuirne'] not again unto hlm any

foire to ail these cousideratious to fil<
tîutt the Fotîrtb Cominanduiient itself 15

given at Sinai lu language whlich dues
uOL, bUggetBL a lien ian' su muci as Lite
rud-CAýLug anlu santtioning une aireauy
kuuwu-L, 'itcnember Lac Sabuati ti ay
to kcep it nuoiy.-

'llie prittie%,ai institution utLlite Sab-
bath is stî-ougîy curroburate'] by te
w-îdespreaujd ivision ut tinte ittu teext
lu the ineatitea îvurld. Nations widely sep-
ate'] iront cd othler, un ail the thiree
continents uofte ancieut w-on'], su reck-
un tine, and tlîey very gencrally regard'
the seventh day as partaiiing ut a sacre']
citaracter. Hiestu' and liuter buLL tell
us that the "seveutit day is lîoiy. The
cuneiforin inscriptions have ini inodlenut
tintes le'] uearly ail autîtorities to admit
tîtat tue aucient Assyrians liad n'eeks
(A set-en days. George Smitit an'] Prof.
'iayce have gune !arthier. The former
says, "lu the year eiliteen and sixty-
aine, 1 discuxere'], aiuong uther tlîings,
a cuniuus reliiîus calendar uf the As-
-syrians, in whiclt every ntonth Is dlvi']-
ecl intu four wveeks, and tite seventh days
or »Sabbatlts' are marked as days on
wlticl un> w'ork slould be undertaken."

lu view oft tiese tacts, it seemis dif-
ficuit tu resist the conclusion that ive
htav-elu Gen. il. 2, tue record o! a prit-
eval institution, w-hich lhas leit its int-
press deeply un widely-scattered races,
au'] îli, lu later ages, wtas engraven
by te divine han'] on the tables o!
Stone. .rt J -

2. Turuing nui t thte Fourtit Coin-
unaient tself ,w-e discuver that the
reasuns assigne'] tor the iatv bespeak Its
permanence. TFiicy are ail as enduring
as the human race. When the reasons
%vhy a law- is given, are pureiy tent-
porary, an'] these have passe'] aw-ay, the
la-, If It is not expressiy repeale'], iili
fali Into disuse au'] become a dca'] let-
ter. lu the reasons given for the Sab-.
bath lait, there is nuthiug temporary,
local or Jevlsit. The presence of sucit
a reasun ivoul'] not ndcc'] prove the
lait temporary pruviuled there were
eltiter lu the preept itself or lu the
nature ut thlngs, permanent reasons for
its observanee. Titis is seen lu the case
of thte Fifti Commandinent, w-hidi ltas
suclu a local refe-.euce, an'] yet Is ex-
pressiy recognize'] lu the New Testament
as obligatory ou Gentile Christians. But
titere are nu reasous assigne'] tor the
Fourth Counnan<lmeut, in w-hidli ail man-
km'] arc not as utucli cunocrue' as tite
Israciites. The reasons are f oun'] lu
the end]s, It Is specialiy Intende'] to serve,
w-hidi are t.hrce, viz.:- Firot-It commcmi
orates ttc w'ork o! creation, anul is
tltcreby a standinîg testiuîony to tite ex-
istence an<l perfections uf a living per-
sunal Go']. Second-lt proî-i<cs une lay
lu each w-eek to lie spcially det-oteul to
Go'], anul empioved nlu luy services, stîch
as w-orslip, religious instrutctiont, an<l
deculs of charitv. Thirul-It seettres tu tan
an'] bcast a season ut rest after toil
to rccupcrate the w-earieul bod]y. Titese
are thte reasous w-hithlic on the sturface
ut this comiman<lmcut for remcuxbering
the Sabbath day tu kcep it hloy. Noue
ut thiem is pecîtlar tu any landl or to auy
alge. If there Is any differcuce, it is
ntereiy une uot cmphasls, andl neyer cer-
tainhy w-as tite quiet an'] elcvating lu-
f lutence o! the <lay ut sacreul rcst mure
essentiai tu ail the bcst interests o! man-
kin<l, than amlIl the bustie, wurry, cx-
citement anul rush ut modecru ilfe.

3. The place assigle'] hy Go'] to
the Foîtrth Contman']ment lu the Decal-
ugue, a permanent moral code, ls inuli-
cative of Its perpetual obligation. A
tempurary or ceremoniai law, wouul be
strangely out, uf place il u scba uposi-
tion. It is ail but uniî-crsaiiy aulmitteul
titat the other nine commaudments are
w-itltut exception, bin']ing stili. They
spnlng otut ufthtie uncitanging relations
w'hich tan sustains tu Goul, an'] to bis
felluw--men. It Is certainiv almost lu-
crc<llble that a precept mcrciy transient.
or ceremonial shoul' fln'] a place in such

anu l harisees, hit He drops nu hint
ut the approacblng abrogation ot the

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.

It !Fs a .Tew-ish ins;titution, wbIch hOF5

shareil the fate ut the system to whIcbl
It helonge']. Tt wasm part aund parcel Of
the Mosnicecouunçmy lnd] las passie'
nwnv witb the rites, ceremonles an
civlilreg-nintions ut that ']ispens;atlOfl*
and it cannot "«bin'] the Clristiah con-
science."

fOCT. iith 1893.

8abbath. lie does for tits taiafldmneft,
what LLlie id In te kernuon a 4tLite Mounlt
for the SIXtil, the seventii ana Lite tird.
lie sweeps awvay the gioâses uf the liab-
bis and brings out the original imiport
and true meaning ofthte sabbath iaw-
And the care taken by our divine Mas-
ter to vindicate and expound the real
bearing u1 Ulis Iawv, is ît.4eit C0 iVinCing
evîdente that lie did flot regard the
Sabbath as a inere siladow about tO
vanish aw-ay.

Il. 'liteïicelation of the Fourti' Com-
mnandmient tu the Mosaic lawv.

It is a portion of a mucît larger bodY
of laws wiiich have passed away, and
many believe that tue Sabbath ais0
lias passed away withi thein, su that it
no longer binds the Christian Col'-
science. This objection assumes varlouS
f orms.

1. A distingui.shed literary man amoflS
us, recently wrote, "Titat the Fourtb
L'o.Wtnîandmient was intended only for al
single nation is clear from the tact, that
it takes nu notice ut di!! erence of merid-
ian, w-hich makes it Impossible to keeP
t le saine day ln more titan une part Of
the eartlî. The Musaic îaw altogetýher
is evidently the latv ut a particular coun-
try, ut a particular race, o! a particular
stage ln the religious educatiQn o! Mal"
kind."

Tihis statement sugggests two remark85
First-The true religion neyer can b
righittuliy the religion of inerely One
race. Local religions, and local deities,
belong to the conceptions o! heatheniSlti,
but are foreigu both to Judaisîn and]
Cltristianity. The true religion may, a"
a miatter of tact, be confineti to one race,
but it is entitled to the humage of all
and its revelations ut the divine wlli mtSt
concern ail. The Mosaic lawv itr3elf l
its histurical cunnection, was avowedi1Y
linked tvith blessing for ail the familles
of the earth. Seeoni-The Fourth Coin
niandmient says nutlîing about the ne-
cepsity of keeping "tite saine day" at
preciseiy the sime instance.; uf time, "Ill
more than one part of the eartit." it
is quite truc, it takes nu notice of "dlf-
ference of meridian," trom whieh It
miglît be inferred It was intended for
nien w-ho hiad sufficient wisdom to take
no notice utf<ifference of' meridian 1iii
obseri-ing it. Nations, however wide«
spread, -hen they p?*oclaim holidays are
not w-ont tu take notice of difference Of
meridian, and] we fail to discover anY
reason why God shouid burden I-s .Sabr
bath lawt withi any sucli needless trivifti
ities.

If <itference of meridian is insisted 011
as essentiai, thten it is just as.lmpusIble
for ail thte peop~le of Paiestine as for ai'
the nations of the tvorid to observe the
dlay a texactly the saine time. The objec'
tion is pureiy rabbinic in spirit. it sur-
passes the Rabbis, buowever, ln, its dis'
regard of the spirit and the letter ut the
iaw-. For even those trained lu "thO
straitest, sect ut the Jew's religion" do
flot appear to have tound any difflcultY
lu carrylug their Sabbath with theuXt
w-herever they -ander, and they maY
now be tound dlevoutly observlng It 10
the ineri<lian ut Toronto.

2. The Sabbath is on several oecca-
sions spoken ut ln the Old Testament as
a sign given b)etwveen God and] Israel anid
the (leliverance from Egypt is assigne']

îs reason why they shoui'] keep the
Sabbath (Ex. xxxi. 13, and Deut. v.
and] this is suppose'] to prove that i
w-as institutedl at the Exodus, aund waO
appointe'] peculiariy for the Israeiltes,80
that uther nations are under no ubligir
tion tu observe it.

But w-by may nut the Sabbath serve
more than une end, an'] be entorceci bY
more than une set of reasons ?- Christ
says to the Jews, "Muses gave you cir-
cumeision," an'] circumcision as enjoilt
cd byhlm, sei;prve] lyimprtafnf.nt nds con


