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remnembrance that the Spirit of God has taught past genera.
ions of believers as surely as He is promised ta teach us.

It is flot merely that we should respect the oecumenical mind,
('« secirusjuidicat orbis ter-ra rum,"), but that we should ex-
pect to find from thgý beginning, under the Spirit's teacbing,
a true insight into the great Christian doctrines. Any views,
therefore uipon these doctrines which entirely brea* with the
past, which cannot find their îroots in the past and dlaim
legitimate conflection with it, have a strong presumption
against themn. (3.) Any progress in theology which îrîay
warrantably-be expected will stand closely related ta thc
growing spiritual life and holiness of the Chiurch. The
history of the Church concurs with many statements of
Scripture in conflrîning this view. The times in which
doctrines have had fresh Iight poured upon them, and have
h.cen grasped with greater firmness, have been ahnost in-
variably Limes of religious quickening-times when the
Spirit's breath infused fresh life and energy into His Church;,
and the men who have been chiefly honoured in tbe etsab-lishment and elucidation of truth have been men emînent
for their godliness. Such men were Athanasius, Augustine,
Anselm, and the Reformers. It is noL to philosophy, there-
fore, or natural science, or bistorical criticism, or the gen-
eral progress of the human race that we must chiefiy look
for assistance in perfecting theological science. The work
is religious, not secular ; and the agencies must be religions.
" The meek will He teach His way." "The pure in heart
shall sec God." 1"If any man desire to do the will of my
Father which is in heaven, he shall know of the doctrine
whether it be of God or whether 1 speak, of inyseif. " 1It is
stili true that " he that is spiritual judgeth (discerneth) al
things ;" and thus, whilst talent is good if it be sanctified. it
is ta the increase of humility, faith, purity of heart, docility
of mmnd, far more than to improvements in lcarning or ta the
advent. in the theological world of men possessed of trans-
cendent ability, that we shall be iudebted for any advancc-
ment in theological science-in the appreciation and con-
struction of doctrine which the purpose of God may allow
before the 1'day breaks and the shadows fiee away.

&âUR CiONTRIBUTOIIS.

OUR NEW HYMN BOOK.

1 have carefully examined our new Hymun Book.
Ihave also examined the following books; The

Scottish Hymnai, The Free Church 'Hvmn Book,
The United Preshyterian Hymnal, The Hymn Book
Of the English Presbyterian Church, The Church
Psalrnist of the Preshyterian Church in the United
States, The Preshyterian Hymnal by Dr. I)uryea, The
Sabbath Hymu Book by Prof. E. A. Park of Andover.
and Schaff's Christ in Sang. The Andover collection
wvas prepared with a great deal of care. 1It contains
excellent hymns and shows high literary taste on the
part of its author. There are 1,290 h5yvnns in it. The
Presbyterian Hymnal by Dr. Duryea is an admirable
work. 1 wish ail who are exaînining ou'r own hyrnn
Book would consult it. It contains 972 hymns. It is
Published by the Presbyterian Board of Publication.
It is uquestionabhy one of the best hyrn books in ex-
istence. Schaff's Christ in Sang should be in ever3,
ifister's library. It is a work of rare excellence.

My conclusions respecting aur hymn book briefiv
stated are as follows

1. 1 would oinit the following hymus whoily 9, ~
2,6,2,3, 37, 38, 40, 43, 44, 46, 48, 5 5, 66,82

83, 88e 89, 97, 125, 131, 132, 135, 143, 157, 164, 174,
176, 18-, 184, 190, 191, 196, 204, 214, 218, 234, 243,
248, 250, 254, 258, 271. Also, of hv1mns for the young,
7, Io, il.

For 5 1 wvould substitute 953 from Dr. Dtîryea's
Hiymna,-" Our God stands firm a rock and tower."
For 8g I would substitute 1,222 from the Audover col-

lection. 1 wouldgive ii8 as given in the English Pres-_
byterian Boak, or as in Schaff,-" Jesus lives and s0
shail I."1

llymns 8, 27, 36, 48, 55, 82, 97> 125, 135, 1571 183,
184, 189, 196, 234, 254, 258 are nat in any of the fouir
British hyrn books. There are same af them which
I cannot find in any book. Perhaps they are original
productians. If they are, iL was not either'Tennyson
or Longfellow that!1composed themn.

IL. I would give the following hymuns as they are
given in some ather books.

(1 -) As in Scottish Hymnal, 103,
(2.) As in F. C. Book. 1, 2.
(3.) As in E. 1). Boo, ', 84Q.

Iward of grace how woridrous." The aid U.. P. book
gives 32 in two parts.

Il. Ili the folowing hynns I vould omit certain
verses : 17--, 3,5, 8 ; 283j42 9I;153

Il- 3; 4 2;59 1 1 5 -
15-4, 5; 122--2 ; 128-5; 138- 3; 1 48-~ 2  162-3;

171 - ; 215 -4 ; 24- -5 ; 226-4,5; 233-2,6 ; 241-
2. 2::42 -4; 273 tu be printed in stanzas of four

i uines and the lasL four omitted.
IV. Tîmere are expressions or words in the follow-

ing hymuns hic I 1îvould alter.
In 54 1'voîîld change " When fromn Heaven the

Judge descendeth ' into, As from Heaven the Judge
descendeth. For the verse beginniug, " Law 1 kneel
Nvith heart submnission." 1 would substitute the trans-
lation of the saine verse in the U. P. Hymnal. The

Ilas t two verses 1 would omit as they are not a part of
the D)ies Ira2. In 86,I1 vould change " The dead ini
Christ shahl first rise " inta The dead in Christ with
j oy shahl rise, or shall gloriaus rise. The whale hymn
should be given, as is done in the U5. P. Book. In 94,
for " illimitable sway " 1I wouid read supreme un-
bounded sway. In 102, I wvould cast out "joyful " for
the original word pealing. In i o6, 1 woul' d change hus-
band to guardian. In 13-6, instead of the ridculous line
" 1corne to judgment, cone awav," I wauld have the
original hune, "Stand befare the San of Man," Far "0
corne quickly" 1 would insert Great Jehavah or
the original *words Jah Jehavah' In 14-2,
instead of " Whilst thou art calling, Oh caîl me." 1
wvould say mranifest thyseif ta me, or make thy glory
known to me; 1 would omit the last stanza. In 15 3?
h wouhd change the last verse so as ta read thus

\\hlen heaving my last breath,
When through the vale of death
Passing l'Il be;
Blest Saviaur then in love.
Fear and distrust remove,
O0l)ear me safe above,
Ransomed by Thee.

1In 15 9, I1îvould change " I al %ays tru st " ta l'Il ai -
ways trtust. lu 173, I wauld change "charmns" ta
calms, and " cancelled ' ta every or reigning. Iu 188,
1 ihink it %vould be as well ta have 0 Lord as "good
Lord." 'u 195, the Andover collection instead of "all
the promises do travail," hias,

-ee tlie 1rom''ises advanicin,4
'Fa a gloriaus day of grace.'

lu 217, instead of "Hearour salemn litany" I %voîîld
insert Hear 0 hear aur humble cry. In the place
of " rising God I 1 vould say Son of God ; I would
omit the fourLh verse, lu 221, 1 wauld omit the first
verse and begin the seconi thus :

In holy contemplation
We sweetly now porsue.*

Ili 229, I wotîîd omit the fourth verse, or else change
and Lamait ofhler ivar" La 'Mid wars and trials sore.

In 24o, I1 vouhd change "where faith is lost in sigh t"I
to where faith is clearest sight, or where what was
faith is sight. In 241 h would omit the two first verses,
or else have the first verse thus :-

''lie Lord hias apeiied in l'Is grace
A fountain full and clear,
Foi' men of every dîime and race
The soul ta cleanse and cheer.

Or thus:
There is a fountain clear as glass
To wash alIl sin away;
For rich and poor, for every class
'Tis open-night and day.

lu 268, I would give the third verse as in the U. P.
Boak. lnstead of "Jesus born of 'vaman hear," I
would have Jesus in thy mercy hear, or graciaus Son
af David hear. The ariginal words were Graciaus
Son of Mary hear.

V. T wauld add a gaod many hyrns. If we make
our hymu boak small there will be a great deal of dis-
satisfaction wvith iL. IL is impassible ta geL intelligent
men wha have read the poets ta agree upan a few
hymus, ane man wvilh caîl one hyînn goad, and anather
man, another byrnn. I would naL cansider faur huni-
dred bymus toa mauy. ATýHA.NASIUS.
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the ime of its organization.-That Just a year ago in
the sanie lecture room the Aima Mater Society was
organized with the creditable number of tîventy-Lw-a
inembers. At a special meeting in October last, the
executive committee presented the society witb a welh
prepared constitution, and by-laws, wvich were adopt-
ed. At this special meeting fifteen new mnembers were
elected. Since then others have paid their fees, and
thus become eligible far nmembersbip ; 0 that the
number on the rail lias naw iucreascd to sixty-ane.
The Secretary wvas also pîeased ta repart, the favour
îvhich the formation af the societv î'eceived from al
graduates and uudergraduates.

Letters of apoîogy were read fromi Revds. M7. J.
I)e\, M.A.; Chas. McKillop, BBA.; E. F. Torrance,

MA;J. J. Cochrane; F. A. McLennan;- and N. Mc-
l'hee, who were unable Lo be present, but î%'bo sent
their aunual fee and desired ta be enrolled as rnem-
bers of the " Alma Mater Societv.'

Matters in«conuection with thecstudents' gohd medal,
and scholarships, were discussed, when iL was agreed
that this society establish an aunual scholarship of
$5o in c'aunectian with the study of 'Hebrewv iu the
college. The question of starting a Cohhege journal
wvas deferred.

The executive con-mmttee Nvas instructed Lo procure
printed copies of the constitution and by-laws, and the
secretary to circulate them among the niembers of the
Sac iety'.

IL %vas also resolved that the retiring Pî'esident each
year shouhd deiver an address at the animal banquet.
The following offcers were then elected for the ensu-
ing year; President, Rev. W. J. I)ey. M.A.; i st Vice-
Presidenit, Rev. A. B. Cruchet ; 2rid Vice-President,
Mr. John Mitchell ; Sec-Treas. MmI. -J[ A. Andersan,
B.A.; Committee, Messrs. MN. 1). M. Ilakely, 1B. A..
John Munro, B. A.; M. H. Scott,, B. A. After calling
the roll, and singing the Long Metre I)oxoiogy,
the meeting 'vas disrnissed wvith the heniediction. But
iL wvas anhy to adjauru ta the hal! below wvhere a sump-
Luutsfeast was waiting iLsmembers. There after jus-
tice wvas given to what wvas an the table. spirited
speeches were mnade by Principal .NlacV'icar, Prof.
Campbell, Revds. Scrimger, Wright, Black, McCaul,
Bennett, Brouihiette, Cruchet, Rev. Dr. \Vardrope of
Guelph and others. And each memiber on leaving,
felt that the irst annual meeting of their AIma Mater
Society was indeed a success.

J. A. AxNDERSON, .Se.-icaS,
Piesbyterian ColZ«<ue, Moli/real, A/'ril ýtI/z, i&79).

OBITUL4R Y.

At his residence, Innisfil, on tUie 2th tlilt., NMr.
Thomas Black departed this ife. The deccased wvas
one of the earl', setLLers of Tecuinseth and Iunisfil.
He was born ini the Caunty of B roue, 1 relaud. He
came La aur shores in 1832 being then ini the 34th
year of bis age. He settled in Tccumnseth where he
reîniainediio less than Lweuty-flve yeai-s. Froni thence
he removed La luInisfil where he reiinaîncd tntil Lhe
Lne of bis decease. He leaves a large circle of rela-
tives and friends ta matîrn bis loss. The deceased
wvas converted ta Goci in the land of bis nativity as he
was appraachiug the years of ianhood. He was after-
wvards appointed class leader and local preacher of the
Metbadist churcb vhicb offices he held uintil be left
bis native land. On bis arrival in Canada he con-
nected himseIf vith the Methodist Churcb in which he
Iaboured with diligeence and success in the capacity
of class leader and local preacher until a fewv years
ago. He did good wvark for the Methodist Church
bath in Ireland and in this cou ntry Lhus endeavouriug
La serve the Master faithfulîy. Helbecame a member
of the Presbyterian Church in August 1876. He con-
tinued bis attachmeut La the Preshyterian Church La'
the hast. H-e bas been a reguhar attender, a consistent
member aud a good supporter of the Church of Gar!.
Like the great majority of the good aId settlers that
came from the Father-land be brotîght no forttune with
him only a sound constitution and an iinblernisher!
character. Hence by the blessing of God ;tand honest


