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diligence, and grant 'ihe rcquest of the people of Brooke
in the miatter of ergai'ization as a mission station, and ap-
pointing Rev. Mr. Cameron to take steps to carry out the
same and report at the January meeting. And further,
that Rev. Messrs. McAdam and Cameron be appointed to
examine into the standing of Mr. McRar with a view of
applying for leave to recçive him as a ca*techist. Commu-
nications were received fromi the Conveners of the Home
Mission and Augmentation committees, urging inereased
liheraiitv in the maintenance of 'ihese Schemes. It was
resolved te make an effort te come tip te the standard ex-
pected cf this court. The next ordinary meeting 'vas ap-
pointed te he held in St. Andrew's Church, Sarnia, on the
third Tuesday cf Marchi next, at one p.m. 'Rev. Princi-
pal Grant was nominated Moderator fer the next General
Assembly. The following committee was appointed to ex-
amine and draft a resolution te be submitted at a meeting in
March next, viz., Messrs. Anderson, Currie and Pritchard,
ministers, and Mr. James H. Laird, eider, A report from
the committee appointed te visit Duthel congregation was
given in, showinLy that Mrs. Grant and family are wiliing te
give a deed on the payment cf a debt cf $418, and with

' the understanding that in the event cf the building ceasing
te be used as a place cf worship the land shall revert to the
family or heirs. The Presbytery expressed gratification
with 1h2 report. It 'vas intimated further that they were
able te raise $450 ftomn the stations ; thereupen il was
agreed te give tbem the status of a congregatieus, and lbey
were bereby declared accerdingly. The charge of the con-
gregatien was committed te Rev. Mr. Tibb), te carryP eut the
above arrangements, and Messrs. Tibb, Currie and McDon-
aid were appointed a commit tee in charge cf supply. Rev.
Messrs. McDoliaid, Beamer and Johnson 'vere appointed a
commiîtee in charge cf Oul Springs' and Oul City. The
foliewing deputations were appointed te visit the following
augmented cengregations, viz., Forest, Rev. Mr. Currie;
Peint Edward, Rev. Mr. McLennan; Corunna. Rev. Dr.
Thompson ; Oil Springs, Rev. Mr. Beamer. The Presby.
tery then adjourned te meet on the third Tuesday of january
next at one p. m., and 'vas closed wîth the benedicion.--
GEORGE, CUTHBERTSON, Fres. Clerk.

MONTREAL NOTES.

As aiready reported, very l1 rge additions have been made
iast month te the membership of-.nany cf the city Cherches.
At the recent communion in St. Gabriel Church tlbirîy-foiîr
new members were received, and rhe number cf communi-
cants present 'vas 'veli on te 25e.

In severai cf the country congregeions in this Presbyîery
there have aise been large additions. The Rev. D. Paetr-
son, cf St. Andrew's recentiy received between sie-ty and
seventy nsembers, and on lasi Sabbath 'veek a union com-
munion service cf the two Preshyterian congregations at
Lachute was beld, 'vhen seventy ne'v members 'vere received
inte Henry's Cburch, and fifly-six into the First Church.
These were entirely, or aimost entireiy, on profession cf
faith. The Rev. J. Maclntyre bas been conducting evange-
listic services in Lachute for the past monîu. lHe is now in
Chatham, Que., and as about te begin a series cf meetings
in Calvary Cengregationai Church, Montreal.

The commission et the Montreai Presbytery met in Cote
des Neige.s on Tuesday last te confer with tbe cengregalion
as te their Church property. The preperty is held in trust
for the Presbyterian and Episcopalian population of the dis-
trict. For the past teit years the Preshyterians alone have
occv.pied the cburcb, there being ve ry few Episcopai families
now in the district. The cburch building was recentiy de-
stroyed by ire, and as ils re-erecticît wiilcest more than
the insurance money, il is felt te be most undesirable that
the Presbyterian congregation shouid expend any additionai
sum, seeing that the Episcopalians have an interest in the
the property. Five cf the trustees are *psbyterians and
îwe Episcopalians, only one cf wbom ds,.jo *faiive. The cest
of ihe property seems t ohave heen bQornë very iargeiy by the
Presbyterians. This is another illustration of tihe uîîdesir-
ability cf Union Churches. However %iell intended, tbey
generaiiy cause trouble, and net unfrequently breed disunion.
The congregation unanimously appointed a smaii ccmmittee
te act in unison 'vith the commission cf Presbytery in en-
deavouring to arrange witb the authorities cf the Episcopal
Churcli so as te secure a clear tille to the properly on termis
satisfactory te hoth parties.

At the meeting of the commission of Presbytery, the Rev.
James Bennett stili pressed the resigîsation cf bis charge,
and after beiring parties the resignation was accepted, te
take effect after Sabbath, Ianuary 8.

F The Rev. W. J. Smyth, cf Calvin Cburch, received a
Christmas present from bis Bible class, in the form cf a band-
iome library chair. Th'le Rev. L. H-. Jerdan, Erskine
Church, was presented by bis class on Christmas, wiîb an>
Oxford teacher's Bible qf largest tylpe and best binding.
The Rev. C. A. Doudiet received frem bis people a puipit
g wn franm Çeîeva.

The annu al social gathering cf the St. John's Churcli,
(F rench) Sabbath Scbu. i 'vas held on Friday and 'vas 'vel
atuçnded, aiîbougb the excessive ccld kept severai of tIhe
chiidren away. Afier tea had been served in one cf the
-sch col moins, the ,,cholars and their friends repaired te the

interesting programmé 'vas gone tbrougb, including recita-
tiens, hymns etc., by the scboiars and others, and brief
addresses by tise pastor, Rev. R. P. Duclos. Dr1avcr
Dr. R. Campbell, Messrs. Heine, Warden and Cruchet.
A number cf piclures 'vere exhibited by a magie lantern
and P very pleasant evening spent, to the evident deligbt of
the children.

The East L-,nd French Miý;sion is a ussost hopeful one, and
'vitb a neuw clsurcb and scbcol building gives prospect cf
soon beccriing mucb sîrenger. The building at present
used is far 1 ou imaîl fer 1ule day and Sabbatb scbool, net to
speak cf the regular Sabbatb services. About one baif the
amount necessary 4~o purchase a lot and erect a suiîalle
building bas aiready been gel, and il is hoped that the
balance 'vill soon be forîbcoming.

The anniversaries cf the sever-al religious societies are te
be beid during the week, beginning January 15, in Ers-
kine Cburch. The French Mission anniversary is5 10lbe
on Tcesday, January 17. Among the speakers that even-
ing is the Rev. P. McF. McLeod, cf Toronto. The pu-
puls cf the Pointe-aux-Trembles, Grand Ligne, Sabrevois
and Metbodist schools are te be present and conduet the
singing. It bas been decided to have an examination cf
the Pointe -aux-Trembles pupils on the aflerneon cf that
day, from baif-past twe te five c'clcck in the lecture room
cf Erskine Cburch, le 'vbich the friends cf the scbeol are
invited. The enlargement of the Pointe -aux -Trembles
buildings 'vas unanîmously reselved upon by the F renç~
Board last spring and sancîiened by a unanimous vote %à~
the Generai Assembly aI its meeting in Winnipeg in June.
The sum of neariy,)2>506bas aiready been conîribuited
for this specifie p)urpose, and there is at presenit a fair pros-
p)ect cf sufficient beiisg got this 'vin 'ter to justify going on
'vitb the extension, se as te accommodate from sevenly te
eighty additienal pupils next vear. About $bo,eoo is the
amounî estimated as necessary for this purpose.

The' Trafalgar Institute for the higber education cf
young 'vomen cpens after tbe Christmas vacation, on Jars-
uary 9. The services cf Miss Fairiey, a bighiy-accom-
piisbed and experienced educationalist from Edinburgh, have
been secured as principal. She enters on ber duties imime-
diately. There is le be a considerable addition te Ite.
number cf pupils Ibis inext term, and under Miss Fairiey
the institution premises te be successfui. The terms for
resident pupils have been fixed ai $280 per annum, in-
cluding board., laundry and tuition, except music, sineing
and drawing, and for day pupils at $i00 per annumn. The
regular course cf study is twe years. Ail applicants for
admission must be at leasi feurteen years of age.

A Christmas entertainment cf a bigh order 'vas given
dn Thursday lasI by tise St. Gabriel Cburcb Sabbatb
Scboei, wbich is likely te he repeated seen. The Yeung
People's Association cf Ibis Church is bereafier bo pubiisb
reguiariy a supplement tc the înontly Record.

The annuai festival cf the Nazareth Street Mission
Sabbaîb Scbool took place on the evening cf Moîsday last,
and 'vas as usuai iargely attended and bighly successfui.
Addresses were delivered by Rev. Messrs. A. B. Mackay,
W. R. Cruikshank, Principal MacVicar, etc.

HOME MISSIONS ANI) AUGMENYA77'ON.

Tise United Presbyterian Chuî-ch in Scotland is, iike cur
own, suffering frcm a large deficit in the contributions fer
Home Missions and Augmentation. The foliowing appears
in a Scottish ne'vspaper, and is 'vortby cf note : Kindly
ailow me 10 address a word 10 the suppiemenîed cangrega-
tiots cf the U. P. Churcb. These congregations are te a
greater or lesser extent dependeni, fer payment cf slipend, on
the Augmentation Fend. At the present monment that Ibnd
is ini a backward condition. There is tce much reason lO
fear that the surplus payable in April, 1888, 'viii touch 'a
iower point than it bas yet reacbed. One reason for Ibis
deficit is, undoubtedly, the persistent pushing cf the '"spe-.
cial appeali' sanctioned by the Synod in May last. The
obleci- cf ibis appeal is te clear off foreign mission debt,
'vbicib Mi nary business prudence 'vouid neyer have ailowed
tu accurisulate. Are our supplemented minisîer-s su iii tu
suifer the hardsbips of the " reduced minimums" in order
that the Foreign Mission Board may start afresh with a clear
bock ? I do net îhink they sbouid. As il is, they bave
been on short lare quite long erucugbi. As a malter cf sell-
defence, as a protesi against the general indifference cf tbe
Cburcb te the dlaims cf the Augmentation Fund, as the
cniy means by 'vbich lc bring the Foreign Mission Board to
ils senses in the matter cf eccnomy, I 'vculd suggest that
ail supplemented congregations sheuid adopt the llowing
plan : Wben (in December) they aliocate their mission
money, let tbem devolé two-tbirds cf il 10 the Augmenta-
tion Fund, and one-third of ilte the Foreign Mission Fund.
The seif-supporling congregations, not haviîug the saine
gnievances, can de as tlsey llease. If the suppiemenîed
congregatiens adopt t ~ suggestion, I ains convinced tise
resutls viii ultimateiy W bene ficial. There 'vould be îsre-
sent Isenefit te suppiemenled ininislers, Ibere would be seri-
eus heart-searcbing aI the foreignoeffice (and il is mucb me-
ojuired), and the Synod voîuld be compelled te face tise
wbole question cf ils finance, oniy the outer fringe of 'vbich
il bas bititerto touched.

%abbatb %cbco[ zeachcv.,

][888.}1 JESUS WALKIHQ ON THE SEA. {2M236.
GoLI)EN TEX-r-Be of good cheer; it is 1; be

flot afraid.-Matt. xiv. 27.
SHORTER CATECHISM.

Question 56.---Theme is a great difference bet'veen God's
judgment and man's judgmneut. Irreverence and prefaniîy
te some may seem trivial îhings. Ged's ia'v shows them to
be great sins. Tbey are expressly forbidden, and the 'rhird
commandment bas a r, as )ii addcd why it shoulci be obeyed.
It is expressed iin the ferm cf a soloifin warîsing. The sirs
may neither be recognized i or punisbed by isuman law,
wbicls nt best ii but împt-rfect ;Grud's las# is perfect, and
these soiemii'vords; are inîmndtu•d 10 induce men te keep
that law. Tiscira k Ucn escapz! fiouils penalty, but by
sîncere repentance ais 1 fo.,akiusg tisess i1luman la'v may
b)cevadeà and thi- gui y 1,e permitteiltU) escape, but God.
'viii fot suiffs-r tise ]us scnitn t Ira isgrcsior '« te escape His
rigbteotîs judgr-ncrt."

t N-rRO)U CTORV.

Tise niraculous feedîng or tise thouiaiids, the beaiing of the
sîck, and the îeaehing of Jcsus concernin lte kingdem cof
Gcd had profoundiy irsspresscl the multitud ffe. The people
co nsprehended part of bis îeaciuing ansd the me-tning cf I-is
miracles, but tise)- faiied to discern the ful îruîh, and abôve
ail, thiey failed te corssprehenidtise spirilsualiîy cf Ilis tcacb-
ing and 'vork.

I. Jesus Spending the Nigh4: in Prayer.-It is net
improbable that the discilies svrnýathized wiliu the multi-
tude lus inake Jesto, their king. They aise may have been,
unwilling te icave Iititaloire. lc conistraine.1 lhem le
depari in tire boat in wbich tbey came. Then He disA'uissed
tIse people, and alone in the desert place lie ascends the
meunitairs, w-bore He could 1,e alose witb Gcd. After the
long, laboricus dav, lue fouisd rest anti sciace in prayer te
IJls Fatlier. If the Sinicss Orse feit Ilite iieed of siletut fel-
low-siuip w-is Goi, bow much morure dco've require tbe
strengîlu and insspirations uhat ttre prayer brirDg,.

II. The Disciples in a Storm ; Jesus Cornes to
Their Rescue.-The disciples were told te go tc'vard
Betbsaida, but as tise (arkrsess 'vas gatisering around liuem,
a great storrus arose. Tb-- Lslce of Gaiilee is particulamiy
expose-i tc suddcn tempes!s-wlien north wiîsds s'veepdown
upon ils waters. The wind 'vas contrary. The boat 'vas
driven by the fury of the uvaves. In ilseir dangercus situa.
lion, suffetiîsg 'l the aîsgry waters, the disciples wouid fhe
deubî 'vish that Jesu.s had let îbemro main wiîh Him, as
tbey miglit %wislu that loe'vas witb tbem îsow. Seîsding
tbeni awav aioîssivas a part cf their trainsing. He 'vas not
to Ise alvays wiîb thcm in Blis blurtiy presence. They
%vould bave te îhiruk, decide aiud aci for tlîemselves. His
spiritual pr.scnce wvas always 'vitis îbem, and %vill lie 'vitis
His disciples te tIhe end of thse 'vend. So He thctrgbt of
tbem in ilueir danger, and us tbe feerîb watcus, bet'veen tbree
and six in the mernuîug, thcy see Iiim arproaching. At
finit lbev (Io not recognîze Hisi as lie conmes through tbe
darknes 'alking orsthebe waters. Thev lake Him for a dis.
embodied spirit. His power over nature is coutupiete. lie
bad not only on a previcus occasion ,tilled tise tempest by
If is 'vord, but now the law cf gravity is mad2 suibservient le
Bis 'viii, and He ove, taikes tirem, by waiking con tbe'vater.
Hlis presence briîsgis conifoml and hope. When He speaks
it is te conflrmn their hope : "Bec of goed cheer ; it is I; be
flot afraid." Ie crossiîsg the slormy lake Ibey'vere csbeying

Wfjs.~ hen danger everîakcs us in the p'ib cf dîrîy, 've
May Irear is voice singiir.ý, " Be cf good cheer."

Ill. Peter's Faith and its Trial. -The ardent and im-
pulsive Peter, 'vith characterisîtic boiiness, ises abeve the
fear tIsai distmcssed hirsu 'vîen lie beard thse Lord's voice,
aui asks for a comnsand tc come te Hini u n the 'ater.
J esus granss is roquest, in the one 'vurd "Comne." Wilh-
eut besitation, ho leaves the ship, but when lie heard the
roirisg ef the 'vind, and sa'v the angry w'avés, bis beart filled
'viîh ftar, and he Ise-an te siîsk. Hle cries "'Lord, save
me." Ccriainiy a very short and direct prayer, and one
that 'vas immediately answered. Christ stretched for-th His
iuand and laid hold cf the sinking disciple. Il 'vas faiîb in
fesus that prompled Peter le ask leave to walk on the
valet. Fie -had faitb in IIim stili, as 'vo sec frem bis
prayer, but it w-as inet a faiîb equai tc the workiig cf
miracles. 1 t'vas, ai best, but a weak faith. Christ's wards
'vere, " 0J thosu of IiiutI faith, w-herefcme didsî thou doubî ? 0
These wrds in thse circtîmsîaîsces 'veuid teach Peter a valu-
ablc lesson. He w'ouîd iearn te trust bimsolf less and Christ
more, aftcr this. When Christ niLPeer 'vent on board tbe
boat tIse tempesl 'vas stilled, ccîsvincing ail the disciples
that Jesus hadl power over nature, that lie 'vas divine. They
wor-bipped and acknowled.ged Ilim as the Son cf God.

I-V. Healing the Sick.-Wben ihey roached Gennesa-
rot, a smail district on the 've;t shomeoef tise Sea cf Gailice,
the fainse ouf lesus 'vas iîsstantiy spread. Tise sick ficckod
le Hi-î for isealing, anl(i lIese unable te corne themseives
w'ere brouglit loy their friends - So great 'vas thse cme'vd of
thse diktm.issed tisaItise touch cf (lire bcrier of I-is garaient
'vas sufficierrt fer Ibeir cure. Chist's ruinistmy 'vas mîtrvel.
bu1ils_ ccfunss "smay s-oce-'vr md

- perfectly who .l oi swîsal'b pl eN o
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