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more than 18c0 years of labour?  Well, what of that ?
Have the people wotw living ot to be converted indi-
viduatly in cach successive generation, and if a city
had been once wholly converted would it stay con-
verted for a thousand years without -t sowing tares ?
Again, * Not one church or congregation is known
where you may count upon more than onc.fourth as
really consecrated.”  Well, what of that?  \Vhat has
that to do with the subject, unless it means that the
churches are worse than they used to be at some past
time? “ Inthe United States there are 35,000,000 more
souls to be converted than in 1800." What of that ¢
Ifthepopulationof the world hasin eighty-five yearsin-
creased, or changed its place of abode, does that show
that the nation is worse, or the individuals of the
nation worse? ** There are, at least, 200,000,000 more
souls to be saved than there were eighty-five jears
ago.”  Well, does that prove that “the Gospel 1s no?
the power of God to save,” or that the Holy Ghost ts
insufficient for this wortk? 1t certnly shows that in
these days the human race is increasing rapidly, and
perhaps that may be owing largely to the beneficial
influences of Christinn civilization. Murders in the
United States are on the increase, and more money 1s
spent on strong drink nine hundred timies than on
missions. What of that? Does that prove that the
temperance scntiment is not advancany, or that the
churches are not improving in migsion work ? Chnis-
tendom is bristling with bayoncts and vice 1s “swiflly
undermining the foundations of society.” Well, even
so! That proves that Clristiamity has not yet done
her work. But surely it docs not prove that “the
Gospel of God's grace " cannof doat, and- will not in
God’s good time accomplish all He has promised
(Phil. ii. 9 to 11): * Every kneeshallbow, ., . .
and every tongue confess that Jcsus Chnist s Lord
to the glory of God the Father” To my nund this
resume of the state of Church and world has no bear
ing whatever on what God’s word tells us to expect in
His own good time from the preaching of the Gospel
for the discipling of all nations and Christ’s presence
with His Church until the end of the age {Matt. xxviii.
18 10 20). I may be “blinded ¥ while others sec;

. but 1 am not ignorant or unintelligent as to what they
teach.

But let any advocate of the theory meet the ques
tions fairly, and show the mcreasing wickedness of
Church ang world by

1. Mentioning any year, century, or period between
the day of Pentecost and A.D. 1885, in which there
were as many converted men and women on garth,
or in which the proportion of true Christians tu the
wheole human race, was as great as to-day.

2, Mention any time and place in which the Church
was blessed with as much mntelligent piety and sclf-
consecration, or contained as large a portion of true
Christians, as 1t does to-day.

3. Tell us when in the history of the Unutea States
Christian morality was as high i 1its tone and as
generally prevalent as to-day ; and when the Christian
people manifested more zeal and greater devotedness
than to-day.

4. Specify the time when the world s thousand mil-

lious in every land had as many servants of Christ.

labouring among them as powerful agencies for

their enlightenment and amelioration at work ; oren- |

joyed as much of the blessing of the ** Kingdom of
God ” among them.

5. Point to a period in the listory of England or
America when life and property were as safe, criine
as surely detected and punished, general morality
as high, as they are to-day. The shadows are darker,
1 admit, because the light is clearer and stronger ; the
valleys are deeper because the peuks are higher.  But
what previous time can compare with the present ?

6. Point to a time when the peace-spirit has pre-
vailed among the nations as it does to-day; when
wars were as few in number or conducted in as good
2 spirit as now ; when the masses and their rulers had
as intelligent an aversion to war or tasted so much the
blessings of peaceand sccurity.

I will not anticipate, obut I frankly avow my con.
viction that at no past period was as large a portion
of the human race blessed in Chnst, the seed of Abra-
ham ; at no past period did the Church or world enjoy
so full a measure of blessing as in this year of grace.
Nor is my faith in God's promises, and in the power
of the Gospel and of the spirit of grace lessened in
view of the increasing cnormity of sin 1n consequence
of material and scientific progress .*ewil men and

seducers must wax worse” as their power for evil in-
creases), or in view of the manifold shortcomings of
God's people, I am no pessimist ; and [ think the
theory is alike urtrus to facts, dishonouring to God,
contradictory to llis promuses, and repugnant to a
sound philosophy. 1.

KNO. 'OJ\'IA N I\‘I-.JI ONST I\ ! TED WITH.

Mr Emiror, Your cormspondem, * Knoxonian,
states that he does not care what anybody says about
his method of dealing with the subject of the Aged and
Infirm Mintsters Fund, and so we are tempted to let
hisn kaow with what a burst of honest ndignation it
was read in the family of one aged uunister, who,
thank Gad, rested from his lnbours e1¢ the mercenary
spiryt, whichis now, it would seem, so prevalent, made
such a style of wrniing possible, and we think that
unlesy every sentiment of noble independence has
thied out i their hearts, which we cannot believe, such
a communication would call forth a vehement protest
from every minister, aye, and from every son and
daughter of the manse, whose eye it met. It is surely
titne some attempt was made to check the growning
tendenicy to represent the pastors of the Church inthe
tight of begging friars.

When munisters’ salaries were far smaller, and the
difficulties to be vontended with ummcasurablygreater
than they arc now, far less was heard of pecuniary
matters.  Our strats were, for the most past, told
only to God. The bare dea of receiting other help
than that of the full and punciual payment of the
supend promused was distasteful both to mmsters
and their families ; the habits of industry, cconomy
and filial affection, which were inculcated both by
precept and example, were a far more valuable inherit-
ance to the cluldren of the manse than land or hank
stock, and their fathers knew that if their strength
was weakened n the way they had sturdy sons and
dutiful daughters ready to come between them and the
fear of want or dependence.  Several important points
are, we think, ignored in * Knoxoman's * appeal, and
this is onc of them.  Are ministers’ children to be the
only ones who are not called upon to **show piety at
home, and to requite their parents that <o the Church
Le not charged.” Thirty or forty years, at least, are
usually aver before a mimster thinks of retiring from
active service, and this gives ample tume for a family
to have grown up, and to be so situated asto beina
position todo so.  Then again, * Knoxonian ” forgets
that the very small incomes which made it unpossible
for ministers to lay up any provision for age or infir-
mily are now happily alimost things of the past.  Are
ministers to be made to appear so shiftless and impro-
vident that, instead of being of * the prudent who fore-
secth evi) and hideth himself,” they are to be classed
among the “simple who pass on and are punished”?
‘Those of them who are disposed to approve of * Knox-
omans " style of advocating their cause would do well
to reinember that the people are quick’ enough ta see
that the same principle of prudeat foresight which in-
duces them to iay up for a riny day can very well be
practised by mitsters, whose incenes henceforth are
not to be less than $750 perannum.  While we donot
belicve that many, if any, of our aged ministers are in
the deplorable phight of being homeless, childless,
penniless, as * Knoxonian” imphes, we know well
that their claim upon the sympathy of the Church is
far stronger than that of their successors can possibly
be, and it would be well for young ministers to realize
this, and hasten to put the Fund upon the footing of
a provident socicty, aided, if necd be, by the free-will
offerings of the people, but largely sustained by them.
selves.  This, we venture to say, could be done, and as
a practical suggesuion 15 usually worth a good deal
morc than gratuitous advice, we proceed o make one,
which may be taken for what it 1s worth. Our minis-
ters are, we believe, as a class not slow to put tn

practige the grand prinaple of systematnc Chnstian

beneficence, which it is thewr duty to inculcate. They,
as well as their people, * come 1nto the courts of the
Lord and bring an offering with them.”” Many “bring
thewr tithes into His storchouse.” Now why should
not these offerings flow more generally, and in larger
measure, into such channels as are intended to benefit
afificied brethren and their families?  Thesc are just
the schemes which theyfecl the greatest delicacy in
urging upon the people. Ifthey would make them their
peculiar charge the sums they- thus consecrate would,
in all probability, yicld a much iarger income to thus
fund than the present low rates afford, the wants of
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the present annuitants would be fully met, and by the

time the young nien of the Church have grawn oldw ¢§
its service, and are no longer able to bear the burden B8

and heat of the day of toil, the fund would be on sucy

nt footing that they can draw from {t an incone, whih §
they will haye the satisfaction of knowing has bees B
largely secured by thely own honest clforts, and which, §
supplemented by the savings of prudent cconomy an; §

the labours of dutsfisl children, will make their old age 8 :

ns respectable and comfortable as they could desire
We trust for the sake of “ Knoxonian's " sclf-arespec

that he 1s nat o son of the manse, and had no vene

rated father or revered pastor in his mind's ey,

when he penned the paper which bas ealled forth lhu 14

pratest frow A MwiIsteER's Famuy

ANOTHE.! .IIIID PROTEST. }

MR, LpiTOR,—1 was Llnd to sce in your paper two [
Ymild protests® against the proposed Womans
Home Missionary Society. Allow me to m'\kcx
third. 1 ao this not from any want of sympathy with !
Home Missions ~ for 1 consider Home Missionsequaily
a duty of the Church with l-orcign Missions, if ne (¥
more s0,~ but because there is a want of the fitness of i3
things in this new wovement, and because I douk:
very much whether it has cipanated from the womes &
of the Church themselves, or whethier it has not mereyy
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been pushied forward by some sharp business mes. | 38

who scc thereby a means of raising moncey, and 1 do |
object & the women of the Church bcmg consldcm

mere money collectors and money raisers, as scems ~

to be the growing idea. Is any Scheme needing

money? * Get the women at work,” say our muscy ;i

line friends, when they ought to be putting their own
hands a little deeper into their pockets.

For the Foreign Mission work there is o speaa
call on women. There is work to be done for our
heathien sisters which none but women can possihly

do ; they are degraded, down-trodden, in many cases “

Nittle better than slaves, and the call comes to us as
women to stretch to them a helpmg hand, and if we
do it not, they perish ; but there is no such plea fora

separate socicty for Home Missions. However much ! i

our sisters in the back districts of our own country
may need Gosfiel privileges, they are at no more dis.

aIvantage than thelr husbands or brothers, and can §
1 cannot, therefore, see what 3
call of duty there is for women scparately to organne
Why, we might as well have separate §

be cqually reached.

for this work
organizations for every Scheme of the Church—for the

Widows und Orphans, for Aged and Intirm Ministers, §
fur Colleges and even {or an Assembly Fund, andthen §

perhaps we mught have & separate Church ! May we
be preserved from such a state of things, AuAaTHA.
February 1, 1856.

THE LADIES AND HOME MISSIONS.

MRr. Ebptror,~The members of the Woman's
Forcign Mission Socicty of the Presbyterian Church
in Canada ought to s;mp’xthuc ht."m:l) with our
Home Mission Commrittee in their manifest desireto
awaken fresh and growing interest throughout the
Church in her Home Misston work.  Their attitude
as a foreign missionary society binds thein to this, and
I believe the redords of all the missionary associations
of our Church, formed years ago by order of the
General Assembly, will show that they do thus sym.
pathize, gladly working as office-bearers, or collectors,
or, at least, as contributors to the funds of these asso-
ciations,

True, we have not in this way done what we could.
\We are open to appeal for more zeal, more prayerful-
hess, more sclf-denizl, more liberality.

I cannot, however, believe that any considerable
number of our members can have any sympathy with
the scheme proposed by the Ceavener of the Home
Mission Committee, and published in the Feburary
number of the Aecord. The end they heartily approve
of ; the proposed means, they will, [ think, regard as
a mistake. Except in the case of large aty churches,
the existence and prosperous working of the two
organizations side by side would scem utterly out of
the question,

In ordinary cases it must be, we think, the one or
the other. If this be so, then in view of the position
already taken, and the work done in the Church by
the Woman's Foieign Mission Society, the scheme
proposed 1s one which involves grave responsibility.

Manse, Harringlon, Jan. 30, 1856. MRG




