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OPENING OF XNOX COLLEGE.

The ptesent session of Knox College was opened on
Weduesday last. The Pancipal, Professors Grepg and

McLaren, and the Hon. G, \W. Ross, Mimster of Education,
Des. Reid, and Laing, and Mr, W. Mortimer Clark,

Chairman of College Board, occupied seats on the platform,
The Rev. Principal Caven delivered the opening address, as
follows :

THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE COLLEGE.

The history of this College shows much of the goodness
of God. Itis inseparably bound up with the history of our
Chutch. The College has been honoured to contribute not
a little to the advancement of the Church. There is no dis.
position, I trust, to indulge in boasting, Lut we should
prove our ingratitude to God should we refrain from
ackaowledging what He has done for us. ** Only the Head
of the Church can give ministers,” (Eph. iv.) but if a theo.
logical school helps to develop the pifts of candidates for the
ministry, its importance should at once be recognized. No
intelligent Presbyterian looks with indifference upon the
place where our ** pastots and teachers *’ are prepared for
their life wotk.

The exrly history of our Church testifics to remarkable
effort on behalf of theological cducation. 1 do not know
that in proportion to means any Church has surpassed what
has been done in Canada.  We have striven to walk in the
footsteps off our forefathers, who, in other lands, laid the
foundation of ourz great institutions for the promotion of
religion and true learning, and we are still being tested as to
our worthiness to represent the cause they loved so well.

There is certainly much remaining to be done for theolo-
gical education. If I shall speak almost eatitely, here,
about Knox College, you will not imagine this to arise from
deficient interest in the other seminaries of our Church
which are hoooured to bear their part in prepating men for
the mi .istry. I desire specially to present the wants of this
college, and, if possible, stmulate the ntezest felt 1nits more
complete equipment. And if I speak plainly regarding the
importance of strengthening it, let no one imagine that I
depreciate the college, or forget its achievements in the

ast.
’ 1. Our teaching staff is ipadequate. We have three pro-
fessors fully engaged, and a fourth engaged for balf of the
session. The great subjects of Apologetics and Church
History are committed to one chair, all Biblical studies to
another, while Homiletics has but three months of alternate
sessions. Now in comparing these arrangements with the
great theological schools of the Old World, and the New
we see how imperfect they are. Aond when we reflect
on the extent of the preparation necesszry to the most
effective teachicgs of departments it Theology it is obvious

that
AN INCREASE OF OUR STAFF 1S DEMANDED.
L J

A professor should not only have time to cover his dzpart.
ment adequately in his prelections, but should be thoroughly
acquainted with its literature, and by meditation ana study
should be so possessed by his subject as to have the concen-
tration and enthusiasm of a specialist.

The entite field of theological instruction is so extensive
that no man, ualess a prodigy, czn have the familiarity with
it which it is desicable that a professor should have with his
own subject. All who have given aoy attention to theolo-
gical studies are aware that the literature, in every depaii.
ment, is very cxtensive and constantly increasing, and that
limitation of time and talent ordinarily forbids a wide aad ac-
curate acquaintance with the whole. The teacher of New

Testament literature, ¢.2., requires to have a fair knowledge of !

the Greek language ; aa accurate knowledge of the peculiari-
ities of the New Testament Greek, as these are now well
ascertaiced, and set forth in grammars and lexicons, acd in
various special treatises; and he must know thoroughly
what pertaios to Introduction, whether general or special.
When we call to mind the mass of literature which hag
gathered around single books of the New Testament, as the
Gospel of Joho, or the Epistle to the Romans, or the
Epistle to the Hebrews, it will be readily admitted that the
tsaching of the New Testament subjects is quite enotgh for
a single chair.  But if you add everything which bslongs to
Old Testament literature, with ,its numerous 2rd difficult
problems, and the large scholarship which it demands, the
burdenis too heavy to be borne. I have made reference to
my own dcpattmeats, but it is evident that a chair which
unites Church History and Apologetics has too much com-
mitted to it. On both subjects the scope and the literature
are exceedingly extensive, and whether we think of the
duties of the clast-room or of the private stady involved in
adequaic preparation for them, we may say that no plea bat
that of poverty can justify an arrangement under which these
great subjects are entrusted to oze chair,

Again, is it satisfactory 10 have systematic teaching on
Homiletics extend over three months only of a theological
coursc? This is the preseat arrangement, for Homilctics
alternate with Church Goseroment and Pastoral Theology,
ard these subjects arc not entcred on till the sccond year.
Homiletical instruction given in the criticism of discourse is
duubtless a valuable addition to tkat impatted by lecture,

but even thus too slender provision is made for a subject so
intimately connected with the work of the ministry. It is,
of course, quite possible with the same individual in a cer.
tain way to teach all branches of theology and a great many
things besides; but I speak of the teachiog which is
obviously required in our own circumstances.

Forletitnot be imagined that because the professor is
merely introduciog his studeats to the studies committed to
him a mere smattering of knowledge in these subjects will
suffice for him. To impart successfully even primary in-
struction he must have the whole field intelligently before
hitn, Thus ooly can he feel secure of his ground, and carry
forward the studies of his class from beginning to end of
their conrse with unity of place and mastery of his subject.
Thus only, I may add, is a high measure of enthusiasm in
communicating instruction ordinarily attained.

Amongst those wbo have reflected on these matters there
is but one opimon as to the importance of having our teach-
ing staff increased. It is simply a question of ways and
means. The General Assembly (I am sure this is its mind)
would not delay appointment did the financial position of the
College warrant it in takiog this step, Hence the necessity
of strepgthening our financial basis—of increasing our
revenue. I cannot think that a brief exposition of this mat-
ter is here out of place, or should be regarded with disfavour
by any true friend of the College, and of theological edu-
cation. Indeed, we are frequently told that the College
does not sufficiently

MAKE ITS WANTS KNOWN,
and is too modest in its appealsto the Church.

1 have already made reference to the hon. urable exertions
on behalf of this College made by our Church in the earlier
period.  Anpual collections, in many cases very liberal,
were given by the congregations for its support. These col-
lections were almost the only source of revenue. After the
establishment of the sisterinstitution in Montreal, a constitu-
ency, the limits of which were varied from time to time, was
coonnected with Koox College, and charged with its main-
tenence.  For several years after the union of 1875, Queen's
College and Koox Cdllege had a common constituency,
and shared in its contributions according to a ratio agreed
on. For the last three years the three colleges in Montreal,
Kinestonand Toronto have had conuection with a common
fund, receiving according to proportions determined by the
Assembly.

In addition to the revenue from collections, Knox College
had, when the recent endowment canvass begap, about
$352,000 funded for its support. The greater part of this came
from the bequest of Mr. Hall, of Peterboro’, and the interest
sccruing from this was the only supplement for revenue pur-
poses to the yearly collections. The debt on ordinary revenue,
which amounted to more than $11,000, was absorbing
in interest too much of our limited income. The debt on
the Building Fund, which cannot longer be treated as a -
separate account, isabout $26,000. Thus matters stood when
the effort for endowment began in the end of 1882. Theaim
of the College Board was to raise the sum of $200,000, and

thus provide, from this source, say $12,000 anoually. |

Inasmuch as our yearly disbursements had remained between
$12,000 and $13.000 for some time, it was obvious that
should this effort be successful, a very slight supplement
from collections would with our present expenditure enable
us to clear our way. I record with thankfuloess the guod
measure of success achieved in endowment. The Church
was convinced of the necessity of the step, and the response
made has been encouraging. At the present time over
$163,0c0 has been subscribed, and if the narts of the Church
yet to be canvassed shall simply keep up the standard of
giviog, the College Board will approach the sum which it
ventured to name. It is, however, unnecessary to say that
payment of subscriptions will not be completed for some

. years, and that we have a part only of the interest of the

sum subscnbed at present disposal. The report of the
Board of Management for last year states that “the
intczest-producing fund applicable to the suppost of the
College is in round pumbers $100,000." The amount
teceived last year from the common fund was $6,615.
Should the present year furnish an equal amount, this, with
what acciues from endowment, would as neatly as possible
correspond to our preseat expenditure, 1If, therefore, in-
crease of staff is to take place, there must, from some quar-
ter, be increase of revenue.

The question thenis, Can such increase be expecied ?
Cag it be counted on? In an address on an occasion such as
this it would be out of place to go into details of calculation,
showing precisely what revenne would justify the Asscmbly
in appointiog an additional professor, and estimating what
increase of revenue may be looked for from cither of the
sources indicated. The endowmeat fund may be expected
to grow more or Iess from year to year till the present eflort
is completed, and

RVERY FRIEND OF THE COLLEGE
should atsist in making that effort quite successfel. Let
this fund be built up acd sirengthened, for it is ewident that
in the not distant future the support of the College must
depend almost exclusively upon it. In the meantime the

Church, I am sure, will not withold the supplement frol§
collections necessary to efficiency in our work. In rega:f
to the requirements of the curriculum it has been shown hoy
desirable it is to have our staff strenpthened, and my onhp
reason for touching upon the matter of finnoces isits bear§
iog upon the action which we hope to sec the Chural
speedily take.

The Gereml Assembly, I am quite aware, has its ey
upon cvery part of the field and wotk under its inspection;}
uevertheless it is surely proper that those who are closel)
connected with departments of that work, and who neces.

give expression to the opinions which they have been led toff
entertain.  Thus the Church is aided in forming her con.
victions on practical matters, and the way prepated for wis
action, in due time, by our Supreme Court. I am very cer
tain that my colleagues in the teaching faculty, the mem.
bers of the Senate and Boards of the College, and all who
have given special attention to the position and working of
the College, are at one with me in the opinion that our pro.
fessorial staff requires to be strengthened, and that ther
should bo no delay in doing so beyond what the state of our
finances imposes.  Farther; it will be unanimously agreed
that cvery effoit should be made so to establish our financiy
basis as to remove all doubt regarding the expediency of . ¢
action desired.

Those whose duty it has been to seek funds for carrying
on our collegiate institutions are not seldom told that we}
should content ourselves with doing the work of our own
generation, and leave to posterity the task of further de.
velopment. This advice might be useful—might at least
be received with equanimity—had we a single theological
school inour Church which approached completeness of
cquipment in comparison with the standard which we must §
keep beforeus. Qur aim, the Church may be assored, is
not to relieve coming generations of the share which they |
oupht to take in promoting theclogical education, and thy [
deprive thea of the great advantage of close connection with
an important branch ofthe Church's operation. Neither is [H
our aim the puvely ambitious one of having theological
schools possessed of wealth equal to that of the great semin. |
aries across the lines. No one desirez to sce the Church
waste her means upon machioery havisg no intimate or real R
connection with the sevice of her Lotd. The very imper.
fect statement which I have made of the woik to be done in
our theological schools, and the manper of doing it shows that
we are merely contemplating s ach a condition of these schools
as the practical interests of the Church demand. For we 33
quite concur in the opinion that the main object of ou B
theological college is a practical one—the preparation of |
young men for the work of the ministry ; and that the pro. B
motion of theological science and learning, however im. f33
portant in its way, is not what is mainly intended in main. §3
tainiog them. It is not, therefore, the purpose of the
Church that the theological professor, should be a specialist §
in 2 narrow department, with abundance of learned leisure B2
to prosecute investigations but remotely connected with the §X
practical work of the Church, though interesting to profes.
sional theologians. But surely in Canada we run no present §3
risk oftoo great theological specialism ; and our object, 1 §3
repeat, is merely to secure such subdivision of labour a3
experience has demonstrated to be necessary to high effisi-
ency in conducting the work of our theological schools. Bzt
T may add that a Church with the history and traditions of §3
ours A

}

1 ANt N WA v et

?

WILL NEVER ACQUIBSCE
in the selfish, degrading and wholly unchristian view that §
we should devise and execute nothing large and generoas
lest coming generations should reap benefit from our labours, E¥
It had been worse for us had the Kaoxes, Melvilles, acd
Hendersons of an earlier age thus thought ¢

I may not here discuss the questivn of consolidation o B3
theological schools in our Clurch. It has been brought -3
before the Geperal Assembly, and a commitiee is ap g3
pointed on it.  May He who has promised wisdom tu thos: 8
who ask it of Him, so guide the cozamitice and the Chuich B
thata right conclusion skall be reached. Baot whilst I may g
not ventuse an opinion as to what the solution of this quss- : 8
tiop should be, or whetker any solution can be found, I )
may express the camest hope that in accordaace with the, ¥%
importance of this great interest, nothing shall hinder o §
Church, whatever arrangements shall prevail, from doio; ; J3
the very best for the theological education which the extect | [§8
of her resources warrants and demands., )

In preseating this subject nothiog has, I trust, beensa! §
depreciatory of any of the theological schools of cur Churd: -
even with their present incomplete oulfit ; nothing whic
would impair the confidence of students or of the Churd
in the tcachipg imparted inthem ; nothing which shocl
not lead cvery lover of our Church more to strive for the:
increasing usefulness and honour. \Why our Colleges haw
not the resources 2nd equipment of the great theolopicd
schools, needs no cxplanation, and no loyal member of tbe
Church will the Jess love and cherish them because they ar
stilt below the.staturc of full mavhood. We way surely as
~not their alumni only, but—a2ll the ministers and memben
of out Church, toscek their good, to bear them on their hears



