He
NEWS,.

On Wednesday Jast the mail, which had been anxiously expected
for some days previcusly, atrived, biinging nearly a montt’s intelli-
gence st oace: an arrangement which must be very unsatisfactory to
all on this side of the Atantic.

Tne news are of considerable importance, and may be considered in
s .

the following order :~
Ist. ‘The scarcity in Iteland and the Highlands of Scotland increases
with the advance of winter, and though national avd private efforts
-Are makiu§ on all hands to alleviate the sufferings of the people, they
appear to be scarcely adequate to the ohject. In the former country
soveral deaths from starvalion are recorded, and many inurders, grow-
ing out of the reckless spirit of the suffcring peasantry. The drain
upon the public purse s guing on to the eatent of £350,000 a month
in thie shape of wases for labour, anl yet it is said there is not m@o.¢
labour done than on o or years when government did nol interfere
at all, if as much.

21, The scarcity in Ireland and elsewhere has the effect of drain-
ing the large British markets of Lread stuffs, am! this combin-d with
ashort su?bly, (i, e. shost of what wa« expected from the United States),
has the effect of rapidly raising prices. Tue advance on flour, for in-
stance, has been 5s to Gs sterling per barrel, and it has been even
greatar, in proportion, on Indian Corn, and many other articles. All
Kkinds of provisions are aiso stiff in price, and gradually aivancing.
Notwithstanding all shese alverse ciccumstances, however, the money
markel was easy, business generally prosperous, and prices, especially
of cotton and cotton xoods, advaucing.

The policy of the Whig admunistration is being farther developed.
In view of the distuthed state of Ircland, the ascendency of the physi-
cal force party among the repealers, (0’Connell’s influence beinyg, it
is said, nearly extinguished), and the extensive arming of the peasan-
try; there is fo be a considerable addition to the army, and the new
soldiers are to be enlisted only for fon years, in imitation we believe
ot the plan generally adopted 0a 1he Continent.  The threatening ap-

atunce of aifairs in lieland had also induced the Cabinet to callpar-
iament together for the 191h of Janyary last, being a forinight ear-
dier thaa usua'.

The remonstrances of the West India Planters against the diminu-
tion of their protection on sugar, has induced government, as a con;:-
peasation, not unly lo permit the fiee impoitation of labourers frou
Africa, but to send government steamers to transport them.  We
{ear that, however well intended and carefully guaided, this may
prove only a modification of the slave trade.

Itis affirmed, on various authorities, that Lord John Russell wili
Mbring & sational plan of education before the neat session of pailia-
meut.

Specic is fowing largely from Britain to the Unite, S.ates, in pay-
ment ot com and flour. The last steamer brought out, it is said, nea:ly
half a million. The advices by the packet have given grat impetus
%o, prices of grain, &c 4 in the United States an¢ Canada markets. The
Ametrican telegraphic communicatign was, however, broken, as it
jnvatipbly is on the arrival of a mail bringing accounts of a rise, and
aur friends in Canada west who depended on the American line of
telegra]{h were of course, as well as the Western States, left in igno-
rance. We trust if ever we have a telegraphic communication thiough
Ahe lower Provinces and Canada, that it wiii not be abused in the same
manner. Flour has gonc up to $7, wheat to $1,50, and freights to
3. 9d. sterling per barrel in New York.

There appears to be a serious difference between the Mr. Polk aud
General Taylor. The latter censures the conduct of the administra-
tion, and the administration are desiious of recalling him. This is
supposed to be one of the reasons of the strong inclination manifested by
the President to have a Lieut. General appointed ; a measure which
our readers will remember failed, It is thought that the recail of
General Taylor after Lis victories, would insure him the presedency
At next election, and yet this is the only alternative, unless the admi-
nistaglion choose ts have theis war manage 1 by one who condemns their
eonduct.

The Message of General Salas, interim President of Meaico, to
the Mexican Congress, breathcs a determination to resist Amerigan in-
;:siqn to the last—a determination which seems to be general in

exico.

The Governor General, Lord Elgin, arrived in town on Friday, and
wassworn in on Saturday. His Eacellency cnjoys good health after
his fatiguing journey. )

1t is reported on the authority of a passenger who crossed the Atlan-
tic with Lord Elgin, that his Excellency expresses himself very freely
in favor of three great measures, which would prove of incalculable
importance to Canada. Tirst, the fiee navigation of the river St.
Iawrence ; second, the consolidation of the customs; and third, the
remodelling of the post office after the British plan.  Should his Ex-
cellency be able to carry these measuses, his administration will cou-
stifule a marked era in Canadian history.

On Friday a numerous and highly respectable meeting was held in
the office of the Montreal Assurance Company to consider the propriety
of forming a new Gas Company, nd a numerous and influential com-
mitiee was appointed to canvas the gas consumers of the city for sup-

.
’oOQ Thursday last the ¢ Sydenham® and ¢ North America® steam-
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- boals, lierelofore plying between Montreal and Quebec, weis sold-the
former to D, Torrance, Esq., for £ 1000 —the latter to James Gilmoug,
Es?-, for £3 600.
he adinueds of Lord Metcalfo intemi to crect a monument to his
memory, and it 1s suggested that it be a house of indusiry or other
charitahle institution,” Such inonuments are, we think, by far the best,
A meeling is_to take place on Wednestay afternoon, at three
o'clock, at the office of the Montreal Assurance Comnpany, St. James
Strect, to take sieps for the formation of a company to provide a
. Protesiant Bural Ground, upon & scale commensurate with the wants
tof the city. This is an important ohject.
Tinwe Sy Sereast—Tho Norweginn papera contain n gerics of atalements
- touching tho appe-rance of the * sca rerpent,” in the larges fiords. ‘T'he
_monstcr ha buen seen quite clusg, ‘0 diflurent olaces and st several differ.
y cut tunes, by about suxteen pasis. Tl sccounis azree in repiesenting the
ccsetare as durk i colom, wiwat S0 feet Jung, and of the ciscumference of
a nan's bad, It e deseribed as showing it 16 only in ealm weather, and
Fas thew swimiming with its bead clevated, m verticul undulations of its body,
{ like a lcech. '
The English Mail brought in on Wednesday, consisted of fifty.one baﬁn
. and four buxes of newspapors, naid eloven hoxes of letters, making a total'of
) seveuty.dwo packages; the averame weight of cach s 50 lbs., givinzg total
yof 5040 1hs., 0r 45 ewt  Flich bag contams about six hundred new spapors,
which, mulupled by £fty.five, gives a total of thtysthree thousand. Each
bux of letiers contams sbvut twentysix lundred, “and, muliiplicd b
y number of buxes, gives a total ot twenty.mne thousand letters.  While on
; Wus subject wo must ot emit b neption the zeal and activity displayed ip
tise dupastinent, in the assortment wnd o e distion of the leners. The revenye
! derived from the newspapers, viz., 33,000 at 3d., is £68 154, ; and from the
‘I tters, reckoning cach at s, 1), £1.933, making a total of £2,00113s
‘This calculatiun will be fuund tolerably corree’, us the franks and udubplc‘
lettrs cancel each o hero—Tirnes. "
A Vorcaso ar Woun.—\Ve have, I t week, recorded a very wonderful
canvalsion ot Lke Oataro,  We hive this week to aniention one eqnail
wonderful, us having taken place 1 Rice Tale, 12 mudes 1o tho north of th
town,  Last Thursday the Enkc was 00 Lo be an great commation, the ico
(18 inches thuck) undulaung i csory dirccuon.  Presently it burst with »
nose like thunder, and a 1arge weee o thie contro of the Liko was, in &
few nunutes, thrawn ap i pile to tae haight of ten tect, in. which pasition
it now lics.  “Lhia is no doubt related to the carthquake which causcd the
aw fu' commotion in Like Ontaryw at Grafon,— Cobonry Stap, 770 7

-

P —p—y

Monies on account of People’s Magazine mnd Weekly Journal ,—

Clarence, J M+1), Se.—Embro, A R, 5 , J R, 553 IS M, 58; DM, 5s;
G G, Gs.—Fergue, 3 W, R 6L —Gunanuque. G W, 5, W L, 5es N R,
Sa—Lloydtawn, J G, 23 6d.—~Lacolle, A £, 23s.—Mariposy, G' D, 53.—;
Meus, € C, 5s..=Milton, J L, 3s.—Phlpsborsh, I, J R, 53.—Quebec,
Scrgt W, 5s.—Springficld, J W, 30s —Sord, R S L H, 53 —Trois Pustoled,
Mr S, 29 6d, R

e e e - T 7 T LT
PXUDUCE PRICES CURRENT—Moxtieat, Feb. 1, 1817,

. d. s d. s. d & d
Asnvs, Pote,perewt  Nominal, Bree, Piinc Mcss,
Pearly, -..... do. perbel, 2000b8.47 6 a O
F1our, Canada Su- Prime, covevenneene 42 6 a 00
perfine, per brl. Peunc Mess, per N
1961bs, ........  Nominal, tiree, 3041bs.. 00 0 2 00 O

Do. Fint,...ee.... 30 0 a 32 0 ! Ponk, Mess,pérbrl, re

Da. Sour,.....u... ' none 200ibs .........72 6 a75 @

Do. Middlings, . none Prime Mcss......55 0 a6 0
{ndizn Meal, (681D, none Pome,oiecennea. 50 0 258 6
Ouatmienl, brl, 22U, Nominal, Cargo, .ccocineeeea 40 0 200 0
Graix, Wheat U.C. Burran,perth, ... 0 7 a 0 .74

Best, 60fbs, ... 6 60 0 0 § Cueess, full nulk,

Do, L C.permin.  Nomiual, : 100 Ibs,,...,... 40 0 ¢50 O
Bartev, Minot,.. . do. . Laro, perib........ 054085
Oarts, .o do., + Tarvow,perlb.... 0 6 a 0O B‘
PEASE) ceerennneennne do, -l

TIHOS. M. TAYLOR,
Broker.
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The ¢ Montreal Witness’ ;4 published cvery Monday afternoon, for
'Llll'c Pmp{iumr, John Dougall, by R, D, Wadsworth, Exchunge Court,
ontreal, .
Annuat Subscription, exclusive of Postage, 17s, 6d,~Do,, if paid 1n ad~
vance, 164, Shortcr periuds in proportion, .t
‘To Agents or Clubs remitting in sdvance
be 1ds, [;.cr ropx. )
Tocnhance the valuc of the ** Witncss* for
will begiven at theend of the year,
All orders and remsttances are to be addressed to the Publisher, Mr,
Wadsworth, Allhterary communications to the ** Editors of the Mon.
tres! Witness,”’—in both ¢ 1scs, post-paid,

for five copics the price will
prescevation, an index

The WatNess is inlended fo be a literary and religious newspaper,
without advertisments, and avouding party politics and s,cc.‘_{t‘z_rgail
discussions. It izin fact designed for a Family Poper, and gt i¢
hoped that, as such, the ladies will take an interest in i(s succeps. .
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