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and ve hundred clodpoles, bound together by a

., commaon ipterest, form unguestionadbly s power.
Now, the poor gentiemen who havo rallieq to
my flag already exceed & thousand th aumber.
You will admlit, monseiguear, 1 think, thas a
thotsand oavallers, properly armed and mounts
od, count for at teast as wach as the three hun-
dared cujressiers at your durposal, There, then,
{s your cavalry annulled by mine! As for the
fo58 soldiers, you have scarcely five hundred
pixemen, {ll.pald and {ll-fed; and, to enm them
Op 00t very mush to be fearml, MY peasants
amount to the very respeciable number of
threo thousand. Now, tn good fatth, £ will sak
you whether you th.n¥ six of my mountainoers
are not equa to ore of your plkemen? Be-
tweon us, then, monseigneur—~! put the case
with extreme modegty--~there exisisAn equality
of atrength, bat oow I have to subrait to you
o scrople which greatly troubles zny conscionos.
1 ask you whother 14 is proper for Monsieur de
Maurevert, a gentioman of good ability, a3 all
¥uow, to mix himself up in the afhlrs of pea.
sants and clodpolea? If my mountsineers had
rovolted andor an honest pretaxe of religion or
politios, J mighs have sesn my way OR & pineh;
but no, the paazants have taken up saxms in the
uame of Equity, and thelr avowasd purposo 1s to
destroy tho privileges of the noblesss. That, 1
ropeat, trotiblaa MY 0ONACIC2I08, and 1 should oot
be eorry, monssignenr, to learn your Oplnionod
this delloate subjeot.”

+» My opinion,” repiisd Monseigneur ds Canil.
hao ooldly, “must alraady b6 kuown to you. Re.
membering that I represent tho royal anthor-
1Ly to the provinoe of AGVErgne, you cannot be
10 any doudl as to what my view of this rebel.
fion must be”

# But, Monssignear,” said Ds Maurevert, ¢ the
moment you serjously aot a8 the governor of
this provinoe 1 withdraw the &pprobation 1 gave
just now to your retusal to ald the Chevalier
8forsl. If youare his majosty’srepresentative,
you can no morgsupport the disobedience of tho
groat than the rebellion of the emall. Comas,
Monsaigneur ds Canilhas, let 0sthrow our oards
down apon the table fhos upwardar Ywu find
yourself placed betwessn the snvil and theham-
mer. Wil you allow meto extrioate yoa from
this anpleasant posiiion ? Hslp me tosavo the
Ohevalier 8forx), aud I will rid you of the
Leaguoe of EQuity.”

s Explain yourself more clearly, captain,”
aal@ tho governor, somewhat eagerly-

« With plewsare, monsaignenr, and withoat
prefece. A thousand crowns dowm, your 00-
operation tosave the lifs of tho Chevaliar8forsl,
and a letter stating that, in placing myself &t
th. head of tho Leagus of Equity. Ionly bad in
view the intavests of his majasty ; and, on these
oconditions, I undsrtake 1o make such disposie
ttons that 1t will be tho easles: thingin the
world for you to cut my clodpoles to pleces.”

«Caplainds Maurcovert,” replied Monssignsur
de Canilhac, 1 will be a8 frank with younasyou
bavo been with me. Your propogition gives me
she greatess satisfaction. To two of your con.
ditiona 1 will subscribe with all my hoart—thas
13 to aay, I willgive vou the letter nnd the thous
sand crowns—but a8 to taking part agalnst the
Marquis de 18 Tremblats, I cannot, O, do not
tmagine for & moment, eaptain, that I eitheg
Jova or estesmn the marquis; quite thecontrary,
For a long timse his hasweighed haa,
vily opon me; and {f I were abls to crush him,
soa shiould sse with what pleasare [ would dp
135"

«PDeoath, monseigneur! Ifsuchare yo rfesls
ings, it ts imposaible thas we should not core
t0 somo agrsomient at last. Pardles /—8 mode
oosurs {0 me for putiing us 10 8000TE M8 oLeY.”

« What 18 18, captain?®

uthe simyloat! Abesnt yourself for a fow
days from Clezmont, and leave mo 1o O of
4hn forces, 1 hastan 10 add, that {f 1 fall tn my
atteamptl Lave &t oF oo authorize you 1o disgvow
e ON Youx return, sl o declare sgaingt me
with all your might, for what I give yar free
permission tocall my faloby and treason,®

«Certalnliy,” replied BMonselgnenr ds C.ail.
hao, afler reflseting, + this method sitikes me
as being very lugenious ; but it preasntsagrest
dificulty.”

=80 muek the better, moseignens:! Every
Qifmenity ix 1ot me & subjest of triumpiL”

«Who will gusrsntos to me ths faithful Agd-
filment of your psomisss, Owptain ? Who can
sxure me that you ars not lsyleg & trap or me
at thismoment ™

« Ah, monseignenr, thissuspicion shatiersall
10y eatesmn for yon! Monseigneur, §f Jero {s
oo thing gaiversally notorious, 1t 1athe ruspect
which I profess for sy word. Evaryboldy kuows
that Captain de Maurevart, culpable «s be may
havo beud In SOme recards, hes never &alled tn
his ts, If the peasantis bad bad the
wit to bind me (o thelr censs by & categorical

- andserious promise, the idea cfallowing them to

- be ent 0 ploces would never bave eutered
my mind; bat, insiead of being protwd of my
1oyalty, they bave preferred-do hold mein sus.
plcton. And for that they will we puntshed,
Alonseigneur, if you acoept MYy PROPOSRIs, I ap.
gage myself by oath nsither toabuse youroon.
fidence, Dot 10 mske the smallsst inirection
{rom the conditions of ouz treaty.”

«Captaln,” sald the Marquis de Canilhac,
aflar a long pamss, “you may oconsidar our
trealy 38 slmost ouncinded—it oxnly remsing fo7
me 10 dlacnss Some necomary datalls with you,
For sxamyple, and shiof of afl, in what manned
<0 YOu PIODOSS
wiich I may Jlsee forthe moment al your dide
posd? You eannot, I imagine, enteriainso
mad an Wea a8 that of beateging the Chdteands
ia Trezoblalet™ °

10 yoxraelf 10 eploy the foroed § althfl allise

tartalnl 80 Mean an opinje At my judgraent ¢
To take euch & procesding without your assent
woull be to abuse your eonfidence Be nnderno
eort af apprehension ;I will ¢o nothing thatcan
~mpromise you, and I will po arracge matters
st eVaD 1D 100 event of my falling, you shall
fngd an eary and plausitle protexs lfor donsans
clng mé as & worthless rogae, who hzd taken
advantage of your truatfuiness. Ono last ques-
tlon, monseiguenr. You must, o part of the
duttes of your ciise, hiavo certain me ans ofcoms-
munteation with the iaterior of the Chitssu de
is Tromblals ? - these you must place absay
command.®

o Willingly.”

» You must alao “lielp me to find » moans of
proverting the Marquis de'a Trembluls hanging
my frisnd, the chevaller, in the intarios of the
ohdtenn,?

#You, who are ordinarily ¢ fartile in expes

dlents, are slow of imagination to-day, oap-
taln I

« Ay how, monseignenr ™

WThe means you teek are wady o
bandi, The Reigneurde Ia Trembials {s proud
and disdainfnl ; you only need to axaite hispride
10 obtaln the result you requize.”

“By my faith, monseigneur, I am still at
fanlt 17 crisd Do Maurgvert, putting ona look of
parplexity.

T will oatse the marquis {0 be informed thia
wvery day that the lower nobllity oftho provinoe
are greally axcitad on the zubject of the Che.
valler 8ioral’s exsoution, and invite him.
prefext of being elarmed for his safet?—~to have
this execation performed within the walls oo
his chitean, {n sectot , and you ;nay be cartaln
that Le Tremblals will inatantly determine to
make the execution ax public ac striking as
possible. He is even capabls of specially invi.
ting both the nodility snd commonally,
prove how much he places imself abave publis
opinion {*

« By the caduoeus of the gentls god Mereury ?
exclaimed Do Maurevert, with admiration, «§f
FOU Were DOt governsy of the provinos, mond-
seigner, you would be worthy to ba an adven.
turer ! An excellent rige 7 But I Fill not longer
encoach on your Jelsure. I will do myself the
honot to call upon yon to-night, at Clermont.
;Vutlg.onbegood enotgh tosend me s safe-con.

10

4 Here i s ring which serves me for & seal,®
sald :.he marquis, ¢ That will be sufficlons for
you.

The governor then took leave of Dians, and
only retired from ths spot after—striking oon.
doscenslion t--having embraced the captaln.

uYou ses, mademoisells,” said the latter,
« thare &6 ways of daaling with sverybody.
‘You have only to wurk on mex through theli
interesis. X saw the moment shen, with your
appeals ‘o sentiments cf honor, duty, and Joyal-
ty, you were leading the conversation directly
tothe hanging of poor Raocal. Now, all goes
well, Woare on ths eve of a aolution of our
troubles I”

CHAPTER XX1,
THERIGKT OF THXE ATRONGZR,

On the third dxy after that on whish D¢
Maorovert had sacrifioed the League of Eguity
10 save the Chevalier Bforzl, a great gathering
of the boring nobdility fillad the recspiion
hall of the Chatear d8 1a Trembdlsis,

The marquis, with knit brows, arms crossed
wpon his chest, Aand sombre and abeorded bears
ing, yacdd ths room sllenily inthe midst of the
assemblage, witkoat deiguing to teke notice of
the presenes of his numerous vizliors. In kis
sngrily-clenched hand he srumpled two latlers
he had recently received, One of these letters
~—alrsady Kpcwn o the resder—was from Cap-
tainds Aaurevert : the other borethe signature
of Monssigneur ds Cxuilhae. 'n fuldlment of
ths promise given to hisnew ally, the Governod
of the provinoce of Auvergne had nolifisl to the
Marquis de is Trembisis thatthe rnnoinoed ex-
cation of the Chevaller Sforx! was producing 8
Qutectablo effect on the nodlesse of the surround.
ing oountry, and counselled him to employ the
groatest pradence and sectety in ooasummating
his vengeanoce,

Boddenly stopplng, thes marquis roughly ad.
dressed himsalf to ¢ group of gentlemen @

« Pardlew, gentlomen i hosald {in abantering
tone, « there 15 no need to put yoursclvestoany
‘gribier inconvenienoe by friking in whispers.
Spenk:'nb-.x know tite suhjeot of yorr eonver
sation

This inoolent addreas caused painful astonishe
mwent to tho gastlemer who hoard ft. Some of
them, usod an they wers {0 e speaker’s arro-
£anos, felt that he had Lils time gone beyond &l
boarable iimits,

« Monalear leo Marqwis,® repliad one of the
Eoeaking ae o fodge 1o orimioals toan A8 & pes,

[Ty 10 AS AgeD.
{leman speaking to his equals I geo

&#You have hitupon theright word, mousieuz
—-£Timinals i” intarrapte] the marguis, 25Toely.
« Doath ¢ I am 202to be doeelvad by your airs
af astonlshment and hypoeritioal Jooksd Give
qver your contamptible mumming ! Have at
loast the courage of your infamy I*

«Nounateur 1o Marqnin e

s Sllence I IntesTopt me 8% yorr parili! Yoo
want to have an explsnation 2 You ahall have

of you rausmbers the molive with which he &id
the honor to pey me this vlsit! T will telt you
what it was. You moditated interfaring with
the coarse of my juatice ; you hopad to save &
wreloh impriscecd in the dungecos of my ¢hée
tean, Now, what partisilar (uterest have you
in his vegabond, that, in tis satnse, you venture
&ol m;.‘:nm GOw™ MY anjer upon yRUe
selves

@ Monsteur Is Marquis, your unjust e

proachesmey
againt My good gentismen,
my excollent nalghbory, 80 much dissimulstlzt
s wholly throwan away. Thanks to my powes, 1
am {00 much above fear toatoop o iyivg ! Y
have no need {0 employ the darknees of night
tn owrryingout my designs—I aot alwaysin the
full ight of day! Hallo, Benclstt Xet the
vagubond 8fors! be drought here: I wish to
quastion him veofore thess frierds of hls, and
Progounce sentenos on him in thelr hoaring 1*
On recelving this onler from his msster, &
hideous smile overspread tha fastures of {he

your | Oblef 02 the Apostled, who burried fiom {he
OO,

« Mouateur ls Marguls,! then said one of the
visitors, # you have 23 much surprised as af-
fronted us by your strange rooeption, It is ne-
osasary that there shonld be az fmmediats ex.
planation batween us. Do not forget, mamuis,
that, as well as yourself, we ara gentlement

The Seigueur de la Tremblals gave vonl to &
moeking laugh, >

« Be contex?, genllamaen, with my clamenoy,
and do not risk, by imprudences andosumyy ex-
planations, rousing my aunger, which, up to the
present time, I have bean able ¢ keop nnder
ocontroL”

At this insolent responss tho gentlemen re.
mained ailent; they saw that {0 provoke the
marquis in his own ohdtean was toineoroertain
dowivaction, It was however, by
the palénssa of thelr faces, the!rflery looks, and
the trembling o thelr limbs undarthe infivance
of suppressed fury, that they only submitted to
thia outrage with thoughts of futuaza vengeanos.

Durisg ths Aive minutes whick followed this
soons 8 dull and lugubrious silence reigned
throughout the vast room,

Presontlly ones of the side doors opened, and
tho Chavalier Sforzl appeared surrounded by

The proud and nobls conntenance of the une
fortunate yoang msn, who, with ungualling

looks and head throwne pzoudly back, advanoed )

with firm steps towards the marqulz, fixing oo
him & flery and andealons Case, oontrasted w0
magalficeatly with shs palenvss of his faee,
wasted by suffering, his mnizimmaed baard, his
ragged dress, add his hands bound {ogether by
& heavy ohalp, thal {nvoluntariiy » murmur of
admiration snd pity rcoe from {he orowd of
gentismen assomblod,

The Marguls de '2 Tremblals bit hieupper
Up till the dlood stazted from it; than, affect
icg o calmuess and {mpassibility to which the
quivering of the muscles of his cheekx gavs the
ile, ho alowly mounted the three steps of the
dals on which his chair of State wasplaced, and
seated himself. Cartaln that hix preyoouldnot
eacape him, he purposed enjoying the sgony of
mXo;uoq” ho sald, «X Gaclded, in

“ «X have my
goodness and justice, befxrd irrevooadly pro.
noqneiag your ssnients, to grant yoa permis.
son 10 dafend yourselZ, Let us see whether it
tn posethls for you, by sxplanation of ginocere re.
pentance, {0 lessen the enormity of your crime.
I give you full 1atitude for whas I conuent io call
your Juitifation. Spsak; I am llstening.”

sMarquis de s Trambals,® rar'ied the young
man in & ¢leer and sympatbotlo volss, «Ido
00t guite undervtand the ohjset of this criminal

ot justios. Ths oXioo Of the hangmanis
not to Yy, bul to exscnts the patient banded to
him by the law. The assazain doss not vonverse
with his victim, but saises him by the throat

and kill» him, Hangmcon and messdn, whydo | 1y

you pretand to vy me 2*

«8fored, 1 am your judge,’ said the marquis,
affocting great sang-froid, for hie perceived that
if he allowad his pasaion to oarty him away the
advantspe of the strugyls would rest with the
chevaller.

« You & jodge 7 sald Racaul, with bitlar
mockery. # By my fith, s pleazant pretensiont
A judge! A wretch who, 1n time of peace, Without
sgpremion, withont provotation, withoutl mullve,
does not hexitata to invade tha houss of & noble
witow-a womsn withont de enco—to murder
her sarvanta §n thelr sleep, to pillage ber riches,
and, to crown his infamy, to morder tuls dafen-
osless IaGy herssif! A judge who sUll edbfoys
ths blocly gafcs of his erims, whdp not content
with-—explalt worithy of hls courage-~aurdering
the mother, staals the daughieds inheritancel
Ab, marquis, your modxirous impudence in.
spires me slmost with pity, for it makes me
doahl"wbouur you must not be oul of ywus
Il

The marguis must have been well asssred of
his vengesuos 10 have borns as ha 4id ¢he
andacious indignation of this Ianyuage. Detler
mined 10t {0 swervs from the part he had
arranged with mmulx.d to play, he preserved a
perfectly unmoved ApPEETANOS.

s Srorsl,® hareplled, ¥ my impariiality induces
me {0 cheesve, In your {nteresd, that your tran-
aports and ingults oan ouly aggravale the gravity
of yowr position, A mansapporied by 18006008
axpresess himmslf with thoughifulsess aad
dignity. You hzve not appraciated my conduet.
Your part—-and it was alreaqy saficlently dif.
fiovdt withort belag frther eCtpllontod-mas
10 0DEKEoMT £0 1000a2 yOU? puiit, and 1o sBAWr
the erime Saputed Lo you, I

acecurs you, Rlors),
« Ak, moaseigueur, 18 {2 possll;e you could en, | 20 thoroughly are yoa all taken abask, uot ouo  Of baving takan pact wit'i the Dame S'Exianges,

mYy rebellfoos wamals with having weriaiasd by
force of mrras the rebellion of the sald 1ady, And
of hsle'v'x smlsted In the meatrs of my

soteants, .

4 What ja {he tss of this ridiedlqus scane, De
1a Tremblals 1 demsaded Raval,  Wohld stnot
be sitnplér 5 selils tha question bty mying:
« Uhavalier Sttuxl, you Infiisted on me n d22dly
iwmm nrondn ”z;qmunod {n ita sheath:

Yo ¢ owly cowsrdios or
my Jabesors By t.-ono?{ - T30) pﬂ*%uu Ino
my power=-yon shall dle
Ia Trembials, might in sonie
orims you weditate; Yor impudence puelied 20
far deoomes & &1t of courage 1 But no; you
prefer {0 this airiking justice a false and hypo.
oritical shaw of legality! AMarquls de la Trem.
blals, I put 1 to the loyalty of the gentlemen
tere present, {0 say whether your, conduet
presents the sbadow O an exc Coms,
gontiemen * he added, casiing & rapid glanos at
the asssmbled gentlemen, “which of Jouagrees
with the Marquis de ia Trembdlals t»

The gentlemen one.and all bowed thelr heads
and remained allent,

“You see, marquis” coried Raosl, wyour
friends, or accomplices~for 1f these men bhad
bson honest they would long 8go have taken
swond {n hand and come {0 37 redcus--.your
acoomylioes themselves abrink from (he res-
ponsiblily of your Infamy {*

wBforsi 1 muttered the marquis, hoarsely;
tsfor the last time, I repeat, you have not to
occupy yoursslf with my .onduer, Lut only to
defend yourself from the tertible charge of ro.
bellion wiloh weighy upon you

The young rian pausad for & moment, and
fhen, in a tons no longer ironical o indignant,
but full of robdility and dignity, replied :

“ 8o be it, marquis, I conwentic ehter fnto
the explanations yea sol{eit, notthat I dedire
to exoulpte myself-.X seok only to show hétw
abominabla yanr conduct 4o “ards the Deme
d'Erlanges bas been, and to make all the gen.
tlsmen bere prasent participators in your
erime, You talk of rebellion, mmrQuis, iIn
what rospect, I pray, 'was the Dame Q'Frisngea
under suserainship? The chitelainss Lave never

cwod falth anG domage Lo the Seigneury do Ia
Trembiaie: but an old feudal tom, a8 the

Damse d'Erlangse6ld ms, 1mpoesd on thelr for
tifled house s tax of icn meastrex ofoorh o
the marquisate of La Tremblale, Supposing
this tax 10 have heen left unpald, and to have
been demanded by you and refased by the oba.
talaine of Tauve, was thers not the Fendal
Court to pTONOODOR 01 FOUT AGIRANG and its ro.
fusal? A judgment would bxve established
your position, a3 well as that of the Dame
d’Exrlanges ¢ You must bs blinded dy your pride
to venture {0 talk of rebelliont! 1know but of
twa sorta—-rebellion ngainst the law, and rebel.
lion against the ccmmands of his Majesaty,
Henry I, of France, Beyond this, there may
be dlsputes between ths weak aud tha strong,
the commoner and the gentleman, the tenant
and the landlord—nothing elsa. In those cans
the Iaw speak as the sovereign, and justioe
follows in ita stepe. - " :

« A laat word, marquis, In entering npon
this long explication, I have mought to prove
that nothing, absolutely nothing, ¢ould jomtity
tho murder of the Dame A'Frianges. the massa-
ore of her servants, and the spolation of ber
domain, Theefore I, the Chsvalier Racul
8forzl, nobls Dy birth, & genllernd as you sre,
& sahject and officer of the King of Franse, yoar

sgaln

having been stroek fuil 1n the faoe by 3¢, Ire
peat, your swird verted in iis sheall (¥

The gontlemen looked &% oseh other with an
aiv of mingled shame and indiguation, It was
Jvicsns that the 0didue conduot of tha merquls,
. Racxl, {aalined
then, to oppose by foroe the ascomplishmnt of
the naw crima meditatad dy the Seiguenr de Is

Bach was the fary of thelatter thatl B2 aserly
x mintte be waz unadble 1o iudr £ xiaglé word,

oS

makes {¢ imposiille for me to listen to you any
T (rtend 10 use the saxe rights and
prerogatives that ware possessed by tay Snoes.
tore,  Tribanalsand parilament wels ik msde
for the Belgnours de I8 Tremhlals, From time
tmmemorial (a¢ right of axscation has
ol to my %ﬁ%&%ﬁd} nok
digoutin my :

sgaizet my suthority ant of



