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of natur*e lia'e btew conmbiningr to assist thiein, mnc: on the floor will
bc a miass of ceai ai ready for carting to, the surface.

Whack. Wlhack. WVbaeck.'
Hard work, this, for oîîly tliree and six a day;, but thiat is ail the

miiners geot--just eighlty-fowtr cenlts in Canadian mnoney-and they
liave to clothie and feed their families on it. I rather tliink, if a.
cort4ain boy I mnet knew ail tie circumstances, lie would not persist
inh is desire te be a inier. " WIy do you want to ho a miner ?"
lie was asked. "Be«utmse, you lnow, you~ do7b't ?u'ed Io wawh your-
face!

But enoiçug-ll. \Ve iust returni fromn this weird vault of death
and vegretable decay to the upper regions of ligylit and life-thie
bairns wvil1 be getting anxious.

Wliat, and is there life down hiere as well ? Life, ine hundred
feet below the reacli of sm'nlighlt ?

Ay, thiat tiiere is. Hold the Iaiinp well up and you wvill sec...
Thiere. ... Is it not beautiful ?-thiat pendent fungus. Could driven
snow be wliter? And whiat a contrast to the mnass of black fromn
wliieh it hiangs. Whiere lcast we would expeet it, -%v'e encounter
life; and thlough of the very Iowvest order, whio can doubt it bia.,
some purpose. But pass on. Don't block the passage. There is
an underground hli to cliînb, and after thiat nine hiundred feet to
nîiount before we breathe once more beneath anl open Sky.

The littie procession inoved along a ditibrent gallery from thiax
l'iy wvhichi we liad rcachcid the pit, the line of ligrllts waving, now
through on enu asage, now throughl another, tili, the sub-

terranlean lîill surinounted, and a circuit of about hialf a mile coin-

1)lftC(l, we found Davy whiere we liad loft in, and also the bairns
at the top,js «,a weebt"slcou concerning the fate of their
paternal. relative. Contrary te our expectation, there was no trace
of inud upon our shiocs nor black upon our faces.

Perhaps our faces iniglît ]lave been wldter Iîad we k-nown-wlîat,
we learnedl afterwaris-that, only a fcev days before a miner liad
been kild i the very caefroin wliceh we stepped. Ho liad
entered it <dow! (whlîi was contrary to rule), and wilen about hiaif
way up, liad faiîîted aîîd falleîî against the side of the sliaft. rruîe
engrineer, wvitil bis liaud on the lever at the top, felt soînietliing
Wrougf alud stopped the inachinery iii timie to prevent the unfortu-
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