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THE RELIGIQUS ELEMENT IN THE POETRY
0F WHITTIER.

'l'lie word " poet " ineans, "a inaker." It lias.)a large signi-
licance. If you have the mnaking of thie songs of a nation,
you can easily form its laws. Poetry bias a vast influence
upon the intellectual class wvbich bias so muchi to, do wvith
shapirig the nation's destiny. The American Republic, in its
brief literary history, bias had four poets of the first rarnk.
Longfellow, Lowell, Whittier and Bryant are worthy to bc
considered among the great teachlers and inspirers of thougbit
in this century. Th«Iey were ail men of lofty moral aiuî
The tcndency of thieir writings is elevatiug. They biad no
sympathiy with the Voluptuary Sebiool. They represent the
formative period of Ainericau literature. IPoets are impressed
by the condition of affirs in which they find themselves.
While tiey impress their age, thieir age also imipresses tîemi.
Tllink of the rapid rise of the Amierican people since the
pcriod of 'Whittier's youth. Mfoderi inventions liave changed
the face of the country. Important public institutions have
sprung into being wvith incredible rapidity. Whittier was a
typical American. 11e believed in bis country and sougit
lier gYood. Hie hiad a great admiration for the sovereigui
people. H1e recognizes that the Almigbity is powerful in tbie
moral constitution of man. Hie is thie poet of Liberty. Hiis
whole, life and thiinking are iinaýrkcd by t'rcedom froni cou-
straint. On the Slave Question, lie gives no uncertain sound.
Many wvould consider Iiiin a bitter extreinist. Rie viewved thie
subje et froîn the standpoint of an earnest relicrious hie. R-is
view is accepted by ail devout mnen to-day. The imiage of
Godl must not be sold. Hie freely denounices ininisters of
religrion wvbo use their ighI office to buttress slavery. He
regTards them as untrue to their Divine commission. Ris

wlbole being is tlirilled by a mighty moral indignation. With
Lowell, lie believes
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