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All Arouﬁd the Farm.
IN THE ALFALFA HARVEST.

The alfalfa crop all depends-on the
way the spring starts out. If weathe?
fe warm and some raln falls =zo that
the alfalfa does not suffer for moisture
before water can be had from frriga-
tion ditches, 1t makex a rapid growth
and Is in blossom June 1, 1f it has grown
under gond conditions it will be from
213 to 3 £t tall and yleld 2 tons D A,
Its blooming Iis the signal for motwe-
ers o put in thelr work. What is cut
one day It raked into windrows the
next and left there to cure  Like clo-
ver, alfalfa suflers by much handling.
1t the weuther remalns falr the juice-
filled stems are Jdried xufliclently to
stack by the third or fourth day.

Before the advent of the michinery
notw used in stacking, the “putting up™
of alfalfa was 1 very heavy plece of
work, and one crop was scarcely har-
vested befare another was ready to cut,
for I water {s properly  upplied. in
about six weeks fram the time of cut-
ting. altalfa Is {n bloom again as long
as the warm weather lasts. But with
the later inventians it ix estimated that
40 tong mayv be put In the stack fn one
day. provided three gatherers or “'go-
devils” are used. With these machines
and the stacker the work tx alt «done
by horse power. The hay lies In wind.
rows, The gatherer takes it up and
carries {t to the xtacker, whirh runs
upon three wheels. one  under the
driver's scat and ane at coach corner
near the horpe’s heads, Al over the
fleld, be It far from the strek or near
by, the horsex come in pushing the load
before them: n Inad that almnat hides
them from =ight of on: directly facing
them.

Having deporited itn load upon the
stack, the atacker lowers 1o the ground
the part of the machine in which the
hay ia litted, This {3 similar in shape
to the rake of the gatherer, with a

Stacking the

light frame attached to keep the hay
from falling off as it rises in the alr
The horses bring in thelr load and are
driven squarely up to the stacker, the
rake teeth of the gatherer siiding be-
tween the r<ke teeth of the stacker.
The man in charge of the stacker places
a fork against the hay so that when
the horses are backed the load remains
on the carrlage of the stacker. The
word s given to go, and the boy in
charge of the horse attached to the
stacker leads him  out. Slowly and
safely the load of hay rises above the
stack, as fllustrated, and Ix carried
around until §t rcaches the point
somewhere on that stack 40 £t in length
where it 18 most needed. ‘The foreman
“trips” it by a rope and the hay talls
to the stack. The horse §s backed, the
carriage lowered and cverything is in
readiness for another loaded gatherer.
[S. E. Howard, Weld Co, Col,

CULTIVATE CORN SHALLOW.

Because many prominent corn grow-
ers advisc it, us do experiment statlons
where the two methods of deep and
shallow cultivation have been tested.
Becuuse loose 80il is axposed to the
alr and dries out. Wita shallow cul-
tivation there is less loose soil und
therefore more molsture above and
4hout the corn roots.

Because 2 in of loose soll will, for all
’pm:tllcnl purposcs be as good a mulch
as 4 In.

Because deep cultivation, especlally
the latler times over will destroy and
injure the roots of the corn that grow
out from 2 to 5 in below the surface of
the ground. and because no corn plant
will xive its best results whose roots
have been mutilated in this way.,
Because in a field where there iv not
an unusual growth of weceds shallow
cultivation will kill and destroy them as
well as deeper plowing.

Because there is icss soll exposed to
washing riins and carrying away by
winds.

Because in 2 wet seazon the shallow
method Iy equal to the deep cultivation,
if not superior: and in a dry  scason
there In no quegioning its superlority.

Iceause we belleve that 2 in is suf-
ficlent and that a stirring of the soll
tn a greater dcpth than I in hetween
the rowy of growing coru Wil lessen
;:\e yicld~{J. L. Irwin, Nemaha Co,

an.

CARE OF THE POTATO CROP.

——

The modern method of growing po-
tatoes I much cheaper, casler and
faxter than 20 s ago. A boy can care
for more acres than his father could
then. Soon after plamting run the
smoothing harrow over them, of, it
hard. lumpy or well crusted, uee a
apring tooth, with lever set. snd run it
2'in deep. A 300n AR one can follow
the sowa, run a cultivator hetween the
rows ag deep as posaidble and stir all
the »oll between the plants: If §t wilt
not “get there” use a one-horse nlow,
1nd the doeper the better. Make ridges
»nA furrows, deep and wide. In a day
ta'law with a weeder or amoothing hars
r ~nd Yevel off. After thix, have the

we .1 et on the cultivator »o {t came

Atfatfa Crop.
not run more thaw 2 imy and. insist on

At that ft never goes deeper.

The roots will be 18 in long and meet
between the rows by the time the foll.
age is 10 in high and they must not
be cut off. The practice of beginning
with shallow cultivation and going
deeper each time is both harmful and
foolish. long feeding roots are essen-
tial to rapid growth. 1f planted 4 in
deep. as they should be, I would not
hil} up at all, but contintte consatant,
ghallow cultivation untll midsummer
and after every shower, to prevent
crusting, until digging time. Potatoes
do not require so very rich =gil, but
it must be mecllow, loose and molst,
The constant working will naturally
work some dirt toward the plants and
they will not get green.

Take good care of thei leaves. The
best way 1 have yet found §s to use
a spray atomizer. We load it with bor-
deaux mixture and paris green to kill
bugs, flea beetles and ward off blight.
It is applied by hand, and every part of
the hill covered. We use & ftrong solu-
tion of bhordesux and pariz green be-
causc we apply auch a small portlon to
euch hill. A few quarts is enourh for an
acre. The bordeaux mixture has an in.
vigorating effect on plant growth and
drives away flea beetles as well ar pre-
ventingk  blight~[C. E. Chapman,
Tompkins Co, N Y.

THE BRUTABAGA CROP.

The rutabaga contajns 10 per cent. dry
matter. while the mangel containg but
9 per cent and the turnip 9%. The
rutabaga and the carrot are about
cqual {n nutritive value. When timothy
huy 18 worth $8 a ton, 2 ton of ruta-
bagas are worth 3.21 and a ton of po-
tatoes 2.8%, The rulabaga or Swede
must not be confounded with turnips:
it {& & much more valuable crop.

The rutrbaga is an indispensable
cropr to RN who keep live atack,
horses, cows, piR: or sheep. There iz a
gencral apinion among dairymen that
rutabagar are not At food for the dairy
cow. This ix mostly prejudice.  The
sweetest butter I ever ate was at a
hotel last winter: the maker of the but.
ter was prosent and assured us that the
cows from which this butter war made
ate a hushel of rutabagas per day. It
precaution ix anly taken to feed to cows
just after milking, as much as & husahel
A day can he fed without deleteriousn
vesults in the butter. For pign, boiled
turnips mixed and fed warm with meal
MARKC an eXxcellent growing and fatten-
ing ration. and for wintering sows or
shote stock there is no better or cheap-
er fced than vaw turnipz (rutabagas),
and for sheep the fiock that does nut
receive n dally ratlon of turnips is
not the profitahle one.

The ground i{ntended for rutahagax
thig spring was plowed last fall and
harrowed, In Jate April rather a light
coat of horse manure wWas applied, Tt
was plowed under 4 {n deep and hare
rawed once tince. It was planted Jun»
15, Tap-dress lightly after plowing
with any short, fine marure and har-
row thoroughly. Had 1 any rough,
atrawy manure I would apply it before
this last plowing. Sow in driils 2¢ In
apart and scatter some good aclid phoe-
phate In the drills to give sced a quick

——

start. Sow with a hand drill at onee
2.lbs p a. The horse cultivator shoulq
be run between the drills every 10 days
\tz;\l;}) ’.ner &htlmi\\n:& ‘\l\'l)'xlch should be

n apart in drills.~[J. -
donald, P E L, [ A Mac

S8ow 10 Lbs Clover on every acre of
your crops. It will make a thick mat
several inchies high by plowing tim
and will be a fertillzer equal to fo ton:
of manure per acre. Ity long roots go
dowa where no others do and bring up

phosphoric acid and 8Oolv
foods. dis ¢ Mewmt

Forage Crops on Sand-~The specles
of salt bush which are at all lkely
to be adapted to tl'e climate of Mich
are annuals and will not make a per.
manent sod. The solls of Newago Cq
are well adanpted to' the salt bush, bug
I somewhat question whether  these
annuals will make a4 profitable growth
in Newaygo Co climate. L. A. W. might
get some sced and try planting {n a
small way. A legume which the Mich
exper sta have tried somewhat exten.
sively scems far more promising than
the salt bush, The sand lucerne hag
been raised S yrs, and on June 4, wap ]
a swamp of forage, although the soll
on which it is growing i1s a very light i
sand. We chose purposelyr the very:
lightest sands on the college farm for
the test of this legume, and find that it
does splendidly cn just such very sandy
sofls as are to be found in Newaygo
Co. Ve have harvested from this light
sand aver three tons of well-cured hay 3
per acre per year, and the plants are]
still vory pronising. being neither win.
ter killed nor serfously injured by the
drouth. The sand or hailry vetch may
Ye sown in the fall with a falr expecta.
tion of a good crop next spring.—[Di
rector C. D. Smith. )

Baling the Hay Crop—Every large
hay grower now bales his hay. The
most popular size for a bale 1s 100 1bs
A bdale of thls slze is more casily han.
dled and thus adds value to the hay.
Thepe are many persona who make a
business of baling hay. going fron
farm to farm like thosc engaged in
threshing wheat. They charge a cer
tain price for baling and furnishing
the wire, regulated somewhat by the
prices of hay. Every farmer who ralses
more timothy hay than is necessary to
meet the requirements of his own farm
should btale it before carrying it to
market. The farmers in every thickly-
scttled community would do well to
=ow timothy enough to justify them in
buying a baling press, which in the
marketing of 300 or 400 acres of hay
will pay for itself In a slagle year. The
press may also be used In baling clover
hay and wheat straw, *he latter belng
worth $& p ton or more baled.

A Stone Boat is very serviceable o
the farm. To make onc as {llustrated
tuke two Dpleces ¢
chestnut 2xixdie R
Taper onc end d
cach plece from U
in back to 2 in
the end., For ¥
bottom, spike to the 2x4 In pieces a 2h
chestnut plank crosswise,  ‘Then tak
three pleces of an old wagon tire 38
long, weld a ring fn the end of one plae
and bolt In on the bottoin to draw by
in the middle, as at ». Bolt the tvo
pleces an the ‘outer cdges of the bLa,
the bolts to run up through the side
plecen. Three bolts at cach aide, nsal
a, i1s enough. To keen the sides free
wplitting, two 3% in bolta may be wt
through at each end.—[Timothy Scg
wick, Litchfield Co, Ctv
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The Canada Thittle can de eridl
catei by careful and persistent spude
ding In such * way as to prevent tht
plant from appearing above groand
by early after-harvest cultivation of
the stulble ground, by frequent intro-
duction of hoed crops into the rotation,
by seeding much with clover, taking
one or twWo craps of hay, then plowing
the clover sod shallow oarly after har-
vest and cultivating frequently through
the fall, and by summer fallowing.

The Cattleman who has talit & sllo
and is handling to the best advantage
his corn crop from the time It is plante
ed untll turned oft the farm as & fin-
fohed product. i taking the shortest
cut 1 know of to prosperity.—~[A. -

Ketchen, Ont.
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