14

PLEABANT HOURS,

dividedour numbers. Some took charge of
the wheel and remaining sails ; Jothers set
about cloaring off the ice which lay in
masses on the decks. L

We perceived the boat tossing in the
swoll off our port beam, and apparently
endeavouring to regain the ship. We
shouted to the men in her to come along-
side, that the ship was tight, but in the
roaring of wind and waves could scarcely
hear their reply, except for help. This we
did all in our power to render by throwing
ropes and life-buoys, but all fell short ; and
wo suppuse they had lost their oars, and
we could see the seas washing over their
boat, and that she was full of water. The
back swell from the ice threw her to wind-
ward from us, and we lost sight of her in
the fog. She was never heard of after-
ward ; 80 that there can be no doubt that
she and her faithless crew went to the
hottom, although had they stuck manfully
to their posts every soul of them would
have been suved. The ship now demanded
all our attention. We found she was drift-
ing to leeward past the iceberg, the cross-
jack kept aback assisting ; and we had the
relief soon after to see her drop clear of it,
and into smoother water to leeward.

“ Day now began to break, and an awfnl
state our ship appeared to us in. She
rolled like a log, and, with spar and wreck
hanging over the sides, and ice and water
washing about, we thought we must meet
the fate of those who had taken to the boat.
By the mercy of God we found she was not
stove beiow the water line, and kept tight.
We commenced clearing away the wreck,
and succeeded in cutting away the main-
yard and wreck from the mainmast, when
the ery, ‘Ice to leeward !’ was raised, and
we saw a huge berg looming out of the
mist.  We braced up the crossjack and se
the spanier, and trunmed the foresail as
well a8 we could, then anxiously watched
the ice. The good ship forged ahead with
the wreck hanging to her, and cleared the
ice abous a hundred yards. Scarcely had
she done so than the foremast fell, crushing
-the long-hoat —the other boats were pre-
viously stove by falling spars.

¢ On wmustering, we found that, besides
Captain Brower and Mr. Jones, the mate,
fifteen s:ilors were gone. The ladies be-
haved niost admirably, never losing their
presence of wind or their faith in heaven
—an exnmple which excited a powerful
influence over the remainder of the pas-
sengers and crew.”

DRINK BILL.

In the London Times of February 17
there it an editorial on “‘The National
Drink Bill,” in which we are told that the
amount spent in the United Kingdom for
intoxica it drinks during 1891 was over
seven hundred million dollars. This is an
increase of $8,750,000 over 189, and the
editorial argues that, as there has been a
decrease in the more expensive drinks,
‘‘wemay assume with melancholy confidence
that wor king-class drinking has increased.”
It means, says the Times, that ‘“ down the
national throat there floats enough to pro-
vide the country with two navies or two
armies, with the civil service thrown in—
or very nearly so. It means that the beer
drank in one year would pay the interests
on the niationa! debt for threc; or that, if
funded for nine years, it would pay the
whole dusbt and leave us no more interest
or annuities to pay. Or, from another
point of view, it amounts to a probable tif-
teenth part of the whole national income ;
that is, everybody in England may be con-
sidered o spend six or seven per cent. of
his revenue on beer, wine, and spirits
taken together.” The T4Wmes admits that
there are ‘‘but very few people, except
those di-cctly interested in public houses
and breweries,” who do not regard this
as an appalling showing ; but then *“ there
is the revenne to be considered ; and we
have to vemember that of the money spent
on drink 2 sum of nearly twenty-five wil-
lion pounds goes back to the national cof-
fers.” The Times adds : ““ Nobody forgets
this, lexst of all the trade, especially when
it ealls it~ friends around it, as it did at
Shoredi.-h on Monday,” to denounce the
opposition which had been made by the
vicar as ** immoral, un-English, and an un-
necessary interference with respectable
tradesinen, who are licensed by the state,
and contribute largely to imperial and
local taxatiom.”

Useless.
BY IRENE PRIOR.

A UirE without a motive
Is a useless thing at best,
When so many acts want doing
Which would bring us peace and ress.
It brings us pain and worry,
It brings us discontent ;
It makes the world seem empty,
And all effort poorly speut.

A life without a motive,

Like a plant without a flower,
Surely ends in disappointment

At the wasting of its power,
Each life is seut for.something ;

That something each must find ;
We know that ere we gra-p it

We must work among our kind.

A life without a motive

Is a thing that can’t exist,
When we try to do our duty

And bring light down through the mist
Of the lives of weary toilers,

Though discouraged, sick, and poor,
Who hopelessly seem waiting

For worse evils at their door.

A life without a motive
We will gladly cast aside
When we cateh the inspiration
Of those busy lives, beside
Which all others will seem nothing
On that day when we return
Our talents, bright or rusty,
To the Master, for his own.
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STANDING TREAT.

OxnE of the most absurb of all foolish
customs, is that of inviting a erowd of
friends or strangers to walk up to the bar
and ‘‘take something at my expense.”

Men do not buy other things, either use-
ful or ornamental in this way;—why
should they make an exception in favour
of this poisonous draught, which is the
cause of most of the crimes which curse the
land and which fill the ecommunity with
poverty, mourning and woe.

Some one has seisibly said :—*¢ Now,
boys, if you want to be generous and treat
each other, why not select some other place
besides the liquor shop 7 Suppose as yougo
by the post office, you remark : * I say, my
dear fellow, come in and take some
stamps !’ These stamps will cost no more
than  drinks all round. Or go to the
haberdasher’s, and say : * Boys, come in
and take a box of collars”  Walk up to a
grocer’s, free and generous, and say :
*What kind of cotfee will you have 17 Wh
not treat to groceries by the pound as Weﬁ
as liquors by the glass? Or take your
comrades to a cutler’s, and say, ‘I'll stand
a good pocket-knife all round.’”

This would be thought a strange way of
showing friendship, but would it not be
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THE KING OoF BIRDS,

BY ELLA RODMAN CHUReR,
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