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of bis people witix an extemporu prayor;
('r when la hie study there is poured into
bis car the stery o! some broken and con-
trite heart; or when hoe endeavours to
comfort s nitent seul wlth the promises
o! pardon writtea ie tho Word o! God.
The prlesthood ef the Churc is the priest-
heod of Christ; it is a doegated prlest-
hood, as Ris was aise. IlEvea Christ
giorified net Hliaei t' be nmade an High
Pnicat;" He wvss -1caied o! God." Ner was
His only a deiegated authonlty, but aisesa
delegated power. IlThe word wvhich ye hear
la not Mine, but the Father's which sent
Me." "lThe Father that dweileth in Me,
liedoeththe works." "«AsmyFatherhath
sent Me, evea se seud I you." à%y brothers,
lot nothing rob you o! the confildent con-
viction that you anc the pniests o! Go&-
The more yen bolieve in your higli com-
mission; the more you are aive te its
priviileges and its powcrs, its responsiLili-
tics and its penils; the more hsppiiy, and
the more humbly, -%vili you labour among
your people, in the office sud wonk o! aj
priest la the Church of God.

But we mtGt go further. The ides of
priesthood iraplies a sacrifice. As the
writer of the Epistie te the Hebrews re-
minds us-the priest Ilmust have somne-
\vhst te effer." Axe 'voe thon te be sacrifie-
ing pricats? Beyondalldoubt; accerdiug
te St. Peter, oery Christian la a sacrifie-
ing pricat; s pniest Ilte offer Up spiritual
sacrifices acceptable te God by Christ
Jesus;" spiritual, but noue the less reai
because they are spiritual. A.nd if this be
true o! all prIêosts, then espeeisily e! those
'%vho are the ofilce-bearers in the royal
priesthood, the representative priests o!
the Church. %Ve are lndeed sacrificing
priests-net fer ourselves ouiy, but for ou r
pcople-oiTcning up our sacrifices as their
ropreseetatives and in their name.

As we lead their devotions sud offer witn
our lips the sacrifice ef their united pray-
ors and thanksgivings: as wo (in-the sug-
gestive words o! our Boek of Frayer) ne-
vcrently snd humbiy, present their o'ené-
ings te the Lord sud place thom, r a the
Hoiy TSable: as we ceieiwste in thein name
thelMoly Mysterica o! the Body sud Bieed
of Christ aud niake bFcf'-e God the Memo-
niai o! li15 2erfect Sa, le, wu are feufl-
ling our office aud work as priesta iu the
Churcli o! God. For lu that Hoiy Sacra-
ment there is a very roal sacrifice tholigh

pureiyý spiritual: net less reai .than the
sacrifices of the Temple of oid. And just
as those sacrifices were the sacrifices of
material symbois of ne power ln thom-
seives, but prophetic of. the one true sacri-
fie of the Cross, aud deriving from that
great sacrifice ail their meaniug and ail
their value; so in our sacrifices ne longer
material but spiritual, ne longer prophetie
but commernorative, 'we plead the menst of
the one fu, perf!ýct, and suffIcient Sacri-
fice, as we lay before God the nMemorial o!
His preclous dcsth; we look back in thank-
fui memery, as the Jews looked onviard lu
eagcr hope, te the one s:- inifice for the
sins of the whoIe world: totheogreat peace-
offering of redesuption; te the burnt-offer-
ing of a perfect and spotiess humanlty,
offered Up te the E' ernal Father in thePFer-
son of Man. And ail this we do in our office
and ministry lui union «With Ris priesthood
ef wvhich we are the partakers, ''fferlng up
spiritual sacrifices acceptable te God by
Jesus Christ. From first to last we are
nothing, for Christ is aillia ail.

But we muust go further stili. As priest-
hood implies a sacrifice, se sacrifice con-
notes an altar. Yes, "«we have an sitar.",
The royal priesthood has Its aitar In the
humanlty of the Son o! God, q which Re
offered up Uis perfect sacrifice; the seul
bas its aitar on which to Offer up in its
secret dovotions the sacrifices of a contrite
bcsrt, cei the thank-offenings o! a spirit ne-
jeicing in God lts Savleur. Priest, sacni-
fize, and sitar. There they stand and wil
stand for even. Evea in the world above
we are tobu "Priests of Godan(i of Christ.-
«'e flnd the wolrds in the Book o! God, lu
the Boek o! Frayer, lu the history and-in
teaching Of the 110Y Catholic Churoh. They
may have been misunderstood, mnisrepre-
seuted, even mLisused; they Mnay have beau,
suspected, feared, resented; but they will
net pass sway. How Nve sheuld love theni
if we nightly 'received thern! How we
shouid belhumibied te the dust when wo
think et our poor selves and our services
in the liglit of our hlgh-ealling in Christ
Jesus! Yet how we 8houid rojelce in our
felloenyshiP With lm! How we shouid long
to do Ris wiil, sud te finial His workl1

Thcre are some wonds ef Richard Bax-
ter, whose testimony on si.ch a subjeet
will hsrdty be suspected; words so funi o!
wisdem and charity alike, that I cannot
terbeuw to quote them, for the cemfort andi
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