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of his people with an extempore praynr;
or when in his study there is poured into
his ear the story of some broken and con-
trite hedart; or when he endeavours to
comfort & penitent soul with the promises
of pardonwritten in the Word of God.
The priesthood of the Church isthe priest-
hood of Christ; it is a delegated priest-
hood, as His was also. “ Even Christ
glorified not Himeelf to be made an High
Priest;’ He was * called of God.” Nor was
His only a delegated authority, but alsoa
delegated power. « The word which ye hear
is not ¥Mine, but the Father’s which sent
Me.” ¢ The Father that dwelleth in Me,
He doeththe works.” ‘¢ Asmy Father hath
sent Me, even s0send I you.” Mybrothers,
let nothing rob you of the contident con-
viction that you are the priests of God-
The more you believe in your high com-
mission; the more you are alive to its
privileges and its powers, its responsil ili-
ties and its perils; the more happily, and
the more humbly, will you labour among
your people, in the office and work of a
priest in the Church of God.

But we must go further. The idea of
priesthood implies & sacrifice. As the
writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews re-
minds us—the priest “must have some-
what to offer.” Are wethen to be sacrific-
ing priests ? Beyond all doubt; according
to St. Peter, every Christian is a sacrific-
ing priest; a priest “to offer up spiritual
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purely spiritual: not less real ‘than the
sacrifices of the Temple of old. And just
as those sacrifices were thoe sacrifices of
material symbols of no power in them-
selves, but prophetic of the one true sacri-
fice of the Crogs, and deriving from thet
great sacrifice all their meaning and all
their value; so in our sacrifices no longer
matorial but spiritual, no longer prophetic
but commemorative, weplead the merit of
the one full, perfect, and sufficient Saori-
fice, as we lay before God the memorial of
His precious death; we look back in thank-
ful memory, as the Jews looked onward in
eager hope, to the one s~.rifies for the
sins of the whole world: to the'great peace-
offering of redemption; to the burnt-offer-
ing of a perfect and spotless humanity,
offered up to the Eiernal Father in the Per-
son of Man. And all this we do in our office
and ministry in union with His priesthood
of which we are the partakers, nffering up
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God by
Jesus Christ. From first tolast we are
nothing, for Christ is all in all.

But we must go further still. As prjest-
hood implies & sacrifice, so sacrifice con-
notes an altar. Yes, “we have an altar.”
The royal priesthood has its altarin the
humanity of the Son of God, a which He
offered up His perfect sacritice; the soul
bas its altar on which to offer up inits
secrot devotions the sacrifices of a contrite
heart, ¢« tho thank-offerings of a gpirit re-

sacrifices acceptable to God by Christjoicing in God its Saviour. Priest, sacri-
Jesus;” spiritual, but none the less real | fice, and altar. There they stand and will

because they are spiritual. And if this be
true of all priests, then especially of those
who are the office-bearers in the roysl
priesthood, the representative priests of
the Church. Wo are indeed sacrificing
priests—not for ourselves only, but for our
people—offering up our sacrifices as their
representatives and in their name.

As we lead their devotionsaund offer witn
our lips the saerifice of their united pray-
ers and thanksgivings: as we (in‘the sug-
gestive words of our Book of Prayer) re-
verently and humbly present their oTer-
ings to the Lord and place them < a the
Holy 'fable: as we celehrate in their name
the Holy Mysteries of the Body and Blood
of Ohrist, and make bef~~e God the Memo-
rial of His Perfect Sa. . ‘e, w¢ are fuifil-
ling our ofilce and work as priests in the
Church of God. For in that Holy Sacra-
ment there is a very real sacrifice thongh

stand forever. Even inthe world above
we are tobe “Priests of God and of Christ.”
We find the words in the Book of God, in
the Book of Prayer, in the history and-in
teaching of the Holy Catholic Church. They
moy have been misunderstood, misrepre-
sented, even misused; they may havebeon
suspeoted, feared, resented; but they will
not pass away. How we should love them
if we rightly ‘recoived them! How we
should be humbled to tho dust when we
think of our poor selves and our services
in thelight of our high-calling in Christ
Jesus! Yet how we should rejoice in our
fellowship with Him! How we should loag
to do His wili, and to finish His work!
There aresome words of Richard Bax-
ter, whose testimony on such a subjeet
will hardly be suspected; words so full of
wisdom and charity alike, that I cannot

‘forbear t0 quote them, for the comfort and



