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from. the United States wiîhout reservo, but
find mysclfstill iii îeed of fifct' tiiotsatic francs,
before 1 cuit reap any real advan rage front titis
sacrifice, beyond the couisciotisiiress of haviîîg
donc righrt."

IlAnd you intend perhaps, to asli theom of
me?"'

"You have righrtly conjectured, MN. Durand:
that is my ob)ject."

"Thiciî M. Felix, I nmust beg you to excuse
me. 1 arn qiite Nvilliîîg to believo your story,
nor do I wish to say any thing offensive, but
as to mnaking inyself the treasurer of ail lte
bankrupts in Franco, il is out of the question."

"lDo flot forget that il is an old maan who is
pleadingy for the recovery of his hioniotr."

"tg Ilas flot I who made you lose il."
I arn awarc that the suni I ask the loan of,

is no trifle, but you have ofren sunkl as idei
in the purchase of a painting?"

"1 imagine, sir," said the bankAr, rudely,
that I have a right to do whlat I like wvill my
fortune,-n fortune that 1 gained sou bysou.-
1 arn no rich hieir, sir. Miy faher-1

IlYour father !" said the old man with omio-
tion.

"My father ieft me no millions to squander.
He was a labourer, sir, a poor but honest
labourer. 1 «%vas born. poor, and have lived
poor, and that is why 1 do not fe myseif
bound to repair the follies of those, who havizig
beon rich did flot know how to keep so."

"If you knew what feelings dro-ve me to
this unhappy condition, yon would pity rallier
than blame me."

"Apply te M. Dumont, sir."
"Pardon ame, M. D urand," said the old mnan

,wiîh much solûmnity in his tone and manner,
at the samne time risingy to depart. I flattered
myseîf that you %vould have understood me
better than lie : but 1 have been mnistaken."
Thus saying, hie bowed, and withdrewv.

M1. Durand paccd up and down the roorn for
a few seconds ia evidOlt ill humour. At iengthi
ringing' the bell violently, lie gave bis servant
orders to refuse admnittance to M. Felix, should
lie appear again, and thon enquired wiht for-
ther applicants for an initc.view werc i wait-
ing. IlThere arc about a dozen persons, sir,"
replied the valet, l'comne as they say, on the
part of M. Daneau."

IlAh," said the bankier, with an air of retirai-
ingr cheerfuines, Ilshow îhen in."

The first that appeared wvas a niaster lock-
smith. "lWhat may yoîîr business bo, sir?"
said M. Durand, as if lie know nothing about
the reason of his corning.

" To ask of yotlr lionorîr a simple exlsPta
tioni, if I iîîriy miake soô bold. 'M. Danna lia,
griven us chtequecs on votr batik, attd noiest

hiavc it beeii paîd, andt wee féar timat the nom'ý
%vill bo distonoitred also."

"lThe notes ;vill be hionoured and the ciîeque!
too.',

"Ai! thon it is truc, sir, tîmat MIN. Danei
lias a credit witli yocî for four hiundîcd iliu
satad francs V'

"lQuîte truc."
"'rimen you have saved lîim, sir."
"11 know it ; but itla îl ot for lus sake oti%

dit 1 have clone0 so. 1 kno'v what lus ets
gitcreniPnts are witlî yoiu and t'îany others,an
I have resolved, sir, as far as lies in my power
always to upliold that mtan on whtom depend,
the fortunie of se many honest mon, espectali
mochanies and labouirers.'

"lAh! M. Durand, titis is condîîct worilîyé
you. Thiero is îlot anothor banker. in Pan
would net ns you arc acting."

",It is flot as a banker that I do it; butn
ther as a mati who romembers wliat lie lîitmmsel
lias boon, and who ta flot ashamed to own uim
self one of tito people."

IlAt any rate you are wvell known as a sitrnc
friond of tho people, and it is a puiy but thai ih-j
could find some opportunity of evincing the
gratitude; but what have you to desire in yot
situation 1'

"lFor nîyself, notliing; but I have ofie
lhought that, if the nighîits of the people wer
botter defended in the charnber ofdeputies-'

"Truo, I never thoughit of that. I ain i
elector, sir, and if ever you put yourself in i
ranlis - " -

1 1 have no such intention, 1 assure you."
"lBat you oughit te be prcssed, sir."
"M3Y friead, I must now give îny snnct.

to the payment of yoîîr cheques, so farevell;
and the bqnker poltoily bowcd out ihe loc
smith, wvlo was iii raptures at his condesc
sion, and also at the newr idea that hiad ju.
hio eingoîaiousiy siggested te hin. Allt
othor mechanies having been rcoived andé
missed in tira, after the samne fashion, at hI
appe-zrcd Mi. Tremort, tic cashier and hie,
clerk of the establislirnn.

"cWell, Tremor.î, what is your report' 1"a*,
tic banker. strir iarafidîi

"lStîll the sameor s.la faih
the end of te nionth wvill flot show aveu.
hardly dare draw any more upon oar hl
provincial housos of business, for most of n,
late draiighîit have been returncd. '


