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G-Zont rlb ut ions.
A Breath cf Sprlng.

PrR ANIiERSON.

Hew aIt shali voé b when the breath
et sitting

No qîîickening beat ta out leits shall

Haw hopelessi>' ait anti hew stenil>'
Inold,

WViera we catch nie gloiira tire warm-
Na co.lscieus gleani of an answerînig

birth
In the new.born Jo>' ai the vaking

eartlî.

Sort 'Aind ot tht South ; river min>' a,
Scelle

Of verdure and biloin ba% your jour.
ne>' lices,

Since you idl>' la>' vbeîethe sunlight
Siles

Andi the cunrrits pla>' raundi the In-
dian isies,

Till the subtitst dream of those slum.
heri scat

Was *lovera in woof ai yeut î'nborn
breeze.

Votu have toyed %xi h tht bleori in the
vooduancl shades

Anti the stin.lecked neoks of the avec-
glade%,

Anti en sândi>îldges anti surtwasheti
toast

Have the wbispering plumes et the
pine ates teIs. t

Till )ou blt-id the pertume of retinous
pine

With the delicate bioomno athe musia.
dicte.

Vota ha've cataht the tentes ai tht

sourding Tamis
That are Rlashîni tiowni an a hundreti

buis,
As you passetd vheîe the veodeti

miountaîns bt
Anti the sun kiAedtalnes oftTennessee.
Vota have strayed vhere the' blossom.

ig peacbi taes stand
A vision af beauty in Miarylant.
Andatelle cornes I:. yeur train the

clasht ai vinas,
Anti the fifst sweet ettrain that the vilti.

bird slngs;
Anti >ou blent their sengs vltb the

nîtsie et streanis,
Wjth the Sauthern aceanls murmured

dreas,
WVith ethe whlspeding tortes of the pine

fries tail
Anti thetoaiing bas af the vatertail.
Anti you ecle thiici niusic soffi>' anti

In> a requiem swcet for the vanlslilng
snow.

Vota wratt ail your intense ai odors
tweet

To the Nnhlanti, aid vetaite's lait ce.

Anti yeu breathe in bis face sarcla a
bale> breath

That h:iyrfuiy sinks 2t yeur teet in

O bainm'y'breaîh ai the buiding saut>
Y'ou corne d'er the snaw on your

tiret:>' wings
As pure as the kits of a siniess nioùrh,

WVherc the flagrant breath ot an in.
tant clungs.

Votu conic whth a breath ai our atin
lest youîh

That sili ta the time votn spirit
buings

Tht ir. grance oi puni>', love anti truli,
Tint seemeti se tair in those fan off

-e o Springs.

Anti the visions anti drearnis ai the
slîrîngs long aga

5h11l reach us stress ail the yeatrs
tint are geste,

Altheugh hrads biack anti bnovn nia>'
be sprir>kled vîth arnow

Firm the isinter that carnes se te.
lentless>' an;

Lilke an ador ot spring tbnt aur senses
beguiles

Tht>' came up) ftra our yauth or>
the bretee that biow,

Prani the slurnbering scat, rouand the!
beautirul isies,

Where the currents ci childheet for-
tene shahl low.

The (air visions anti dreams-they
shahl fade net ava>',

Nor 'tne loas and the hopes final an
end ir> despair,

Although bats black anti broien May'
be blen ding ta gray',

Ant ime groove our fates with fur-
ravi et cari,

Our hans shail be yaung though aur
Lads have greva nid,

And flic childhood ef agct but more
cerla:nty bring,

Tint the frost.blighted buds ai our
lises shali untolti

Wherc the flowers titver fade-r> a
winteuless spring.

Hepworthi, Ont.

Tht Commission vs.
tlonalim

Denomina-

Xiii.

r. n. KNelvLrs.

Defore dlsmisslng tie action et
bsptlsm, scierai ciher Important tacts
susaining -te commission are worthy
of mention.

y. It is an tandisputed tact that the
almoet umiversai practice for the fast
thirteen hundret yeans et the Christian
cra was Immerrion; as Dean Stanle>'
says: "Tii» for tht fin thirteen
centuties tht alnost universul pracilce
was tint et which ve reat i n tht New
Testament, andi whieh ls the set>'
meanitsg af the word ba/fiita- tha%
îhoe who vert baptizet verte plunged,
submiergeai, Iinerseti inta tht valt."
Andt hie further allis, Il Ikptism b>'
*prinkling vas rejectet b>' the hoitl
ancient churcb, . . . as ne biptisms
at ail." WVhitby aise says : "This
immersion being religieus> 'observer!
b>' ail Chri,tians tor thirteen centumies."
In harnion>' vî'b Ibis, G. T. Stokes,
D. D., Prof, cf Ecciesiasticil hister>'
in the University et Dublin, sa>':
"The methoti cf spriniciing is coin.
picte>' unkovr te tht churcb, ancient
or modern, andi shoulti Uc aibsolutel>'
rajectet, as tenting ta a disause et the
crerament cf water aI ail." Anti Moies
Stuart says : IlTijrteen hundred years
vas baptismi gencrail>' and ardinaril>'
perfarnud by tht immersion of a min
unider water.Y The testiman>' et
Catholit seholars Es te the aime effeet,
as, for instance, Dr. Dailinger, Il ap.
fianm b>' immersion continueti te be
tht prevailing practice of the church as
late as the touriéentha century." Anti
se says F. Brenner in bis learied alwali,
anti allais, that sprinkEng anti affution
Il"c r c/ld in qunion anti n'en pro.
A Lt ed.P

a. Tht Grecit church, vhich novr
numbers santie 84,ooo,ooo, andtinl
uhose language la the watt hqtto,
used i n the commission, bas nreyer
practicet anything but imnmersion, as
Mr. Stuart reniants, "Tht mode ot
baptitn> b>' immersian, tht oriental
church bas aiways eentinued." Not
dots that chuîch itow sinkiing or'
pauring ta Ut the rneaning ai ta//k:o at
ail "Theteek anti Russians," sa>'s
fli.hop Pattan, ai Mnscow, "liways
use the termi imnerlion." Anti Prof.
N. flonwetscb, of Dorpat University,
sait as late as : 89o, IlAs far as the
ceremon>' ai the Greek'Russia> chtatch,
ts concerned, immersion Es the ciii>
niethot uset i bal)tizîr.g." Tht>'even
teck toaon the IlPape of Pkame AS an
unhaptizeti beretic." And, let Et be
remenibered, furthermere, that se
sttang is their prrJudict qgainst sprint.
Iing, that estn Prasestint pcdobaptist
chuethes drap the practie af affusion
anti practice immer.lon En Greece. Dr.WV. b. Powell, vriting (rom Athens

<ay I t-1ounti abat I charrches in
Gece-the Presbytcianu included
are enmr.elîet ta immerse candidates
for bapîîsm, for, as ont a! the protes
sors remaîkulet, 'tht commonest day
lahoret undert:anda nothing eisc fat
taPiga but immerlion.' . . I asked
a ptetessisr what tj/liu meant, anti bc
sait : <'R bfas but ont mcaning-to
submerge, t immente. Ilh' do ynaa
askï'" Anti ve are iniormet b>' Dr.
Powell, [n the II'estern Recorder', )Jan-,
i589r, iht Ilonce tht>'," the Presb yte.
riant, 'Isprînkleti saime chiltiren, am.di
ai createti sud> a Scandai that il came
natar breaking up the church, nd tht>'

were corupetcieti te have a smail bap:is:ry
made." It la ccatainly a tact ai mtch
wveigbt, that flhc ver>' people in whose
hanguage la founda tbis word, andi wha
have the bes: îight te know i primai>'
use anti mcaning, shoulti conitantly
practice immersion, andi stoutiy rejeet
sprinlcling andi pouring. Ttis true, as
Moses Stuart Say$ : IlThe>' maintain
'liat ta/duo cari mne.n noîhing but im.
mierge, ant Oit bditpns b>' sprinkling
is as fgeat a saiccism as immersion b>'
aspersion ; anti tht>' caim teatemr.
selvesfthe honer et havlng preserveti
the anclent sacreti rite of the church,
(rcl tram change anti item corruption,
'nhich would destwyit-snfc on
Dut once more-

3. If the statements cf acholars and
crirmcs are ta be credited, thacre ls flot a
version ot the New Testament, cubher
ancient or modern, In wl,6eh ta/lia is
transiateti b>' ehher sç& 'akle or pour I
Se tesmifies Catch et Trinit>' Cellegr,
Dublin, anti A. Camnpbell. Ll1kewise,
Praf. E. D. Biarclay in Ws Il anti.
Book on Il4tism,» ailler a carclul
examination af cvery oceurence et the
watts Ba//o and 9e/tis# In the New
Testament, says: "Neither sprinkling
net pauring il, in an>' case, a translation
of Ba/to or Bdapo. Andi uien Mlr.
Camipbell in bis debate witb Re. N.
L. Rite confidenml>' asserteil that Ilno
translater, ancient or modern, ever
rer.dercd Be/to, or any af tint famil>
ai wvotads, ta sprinkleP Mr. tUat
ihouaht lie hti fornail anc exception,
ini the rendcrlng cf Rev. ais. 13, in the
Syrise version,, where, lie asserted,
tebanmenon was rendereti, IISrin*/e
wltb blacti)' It Is new known ta ont>'
seholar that the cldeat 'anti best MS.
yet dscevered, the Codx &netuu,
by Dr. Tischentiort, In i859, ha,
perirerammefon fioani raina, te sprinkie,
En Rev. xix. z3; andi the new rcvisiori
corret> tenders (t therelore, IlAnd
he lt arra>'ed In a gorgent sprin>t¶W
,wlth blocd.n . - -.:

4. It Is an utanimputable fatt, further.
miore, that the allusions te baptismi in
the New Testament ail present the Idea
of 'immersion, rather than ai allusien,
andi, smhle the eniiionnients are atl
necn'eqr ta the act cf i*mnuruio., tht>'
are net necessar>' at ail if that act nas
anicre affusien. Fat example, "And
Oie>' were baptixed et himr in the river
.ordan," votait be required fat immer.
sjon, net se far sprînkling. ljetaus
camne item Nazareth ai Catilce, and
was biptzeti ai John hua <cis) Jordan,"
MIlS the requiretnents af ièmersion, anti
as 1m'îtsible in the case cf affusjon.
Sa ton, "And straightway corning up
autcf thtvalet," etc. "Except amin
bc bout ef vater" <a body' cannot be
bain et anythfng smiller than Eute!).
«Anti tht>' bath vitent dewn Enta the

water, bath Philip anti the eunueb, andi
be baptized him. nd when they'came
up eut of the water," etc., titis tias flot
necessary in spîlnking. "lWe vert
buried therefore wi:h hlmt through
baptîsm.'I IlHaving baen buried with
hîms in baptismi, whereîn ye alerte aise
rajsed with him,ll etc, This.vas impos.
sible in a case of anere sprinkiing. IlHe

Saveti us îhraugb the wrashing (laver)
cf regenerammion," etc. IlHaving aur
hearts sprinkltd tram anevil consejeracer,
and having our body' washed wkth pure
water," anti Jnhn alto aas bap:izing in
Aenar> near ta Salim because there aras
mutch vater there," etc., etc, a&B cf
whîch vas neceusary ta immersion, but
not te affibsian. Here, tht,,, are foual-
teen incontrovertible tacts sustaining
the proposition, that the baptismi coin.
rnanded b>' Jesu Christ in the com.
mission vas immersion; anti prcvingt
ahýo %lit affusion issimp>' an innovati4n,
'braugbt Ena the church b>' Poplsh
achoolmen, andi Englàsh dissentersi
adîp'ed, iL frtra shem," as says Gi//t
Part and Pillar of Plry lis buid,

these tacts arc: (m> 'lTe Churth ot
Rame bas always adanittd that inîmncr-
si, , andi net affusion, %vas the original,
apostaie baptism. (a) 'l'hc Ramaan
Catholie church trank>' admits tatat site
bas aitereti the original action of bap.
litîsm tron immersion to sprimkt:ng and
pouring.butchairgcs Protestantcburches
wirb ting the saine thlng. (3) The'
Catholio church bat neyer attempîcti te
justit>' the practice af affusion b>' an
ippeai te the Semiptures, but rçlics
simp' tapon the churche's rîght te
rhange ardinances. (4) The Cirst lkw
sanctioning sprinkling anti pouring was
gînil b>'(lte lPope et Renie. (5) Soe
of the most schiolarly men in Oie perla.
baptisa tanks testit>' that immersion tvas
the bap:ism camnnandeti b>' Christ andi
practiced in tnio primitive churcb, andi
tint sprinkling vas introduceti at a
much later date. (6) '1hc sciiolarsbip
ut bath the Catholme anti Protestant
ehurches gives immersion ns a prima>'
meanîng cf Rap/ko, the irondtae sei(n
the cemmission, anti man>' dectire tint
sprinkling anti pourîng are aitogether
eut ef the question. <7) There ls na
coritravers>' lavr immersion. Ail
rdigieus bodies accept ih as genuine
anti Christian bapîism. (8) There net
on>' Lt, but always bas been, sarong
opposition ta affusion, ant i hbas been
condemneti frott is rn introdut ion
b>' a large portion ai the Christian
wutldi au a- tiitdpua% andi wrang. (,>
Ail OrcekIticons, of an>' note, Gretkt
anti English lexicons of the New Testa-'
ment includeti, gite immerse, dlip,
p uange, as the prima>' (anti the New
Trestament does flot difl'er traint tht
cia-sical use o! this word in thtis respect)
meanings of tapia, while neno gine
spràtkle or pour as a prima>' meanung
of this word. (se) Pedobaptist critics
anti commentators show that immersion
arid net sprink ing vas the New Testa.
niîmifbaptlsm, and the prima.>' neaninr

M'Mps<.useti in the carnmissloi.
(tg) 'Imeaion vas the almest'univei,
il rciea the cburch 1or the fatat
thirlée» huntreti yeavs af tht Christian
cris.- (12) The Greek anti Eastern
cerc las always practice i 4mnmersîon
cnly, and affittrnd that alis 1, tht ony
correct meaning ot te/lita. (:3) No
version ot the N<ew Testament, ancient
or modem, bas transiated titot b>'
sprinkle or peur. <z4) Tht allusions
ta baptismi in the New Testament are
aIl in fayot ai immersion, anti against
affusion. In ever>' case immersion
makles gaad senaie anti perfectl>' IS ail
requirements, whîcb Es soi truc ai
âffusion.

N.4e, I venture the assertion abat, Et
the Christian venld votai aêt an Ibis
r:aole question, according te business
principies ; it the professer! ehiltiren af
ligbt vere ta act as wisel>' As do the
chiltir en of tii world, sprinkling anti
pcu:sng votait evetywhere lie rejecteti
as spuriatai, anti there wotait not be An.
'aiier cas of allusion in the vhole
Protestant thurcb. Wbat responsible
business lieuse or batik votaIt receive,
witheut challerge or protesi, eîîhcr
note or coin, against whese genuine.
nette cotait be effered ont hundredîh
part tht evidence that ks brough:
agfainait affusion? Net ane 1 ienc,
acting aiong truc business fines, cire.
(ail>' avait anti re]ect the deubtigi.
Why do men set, wiîh respect ta their
salvatien andi the erdinances et God, as
tht>' woult i aat in the anctre malter
et dollars anti centsi Woult ehther
churcli or preacher teceive ai paymcîmî
af subscriptmon or salar>', piper bearîng
sucli evident marks ai spurîeusness?
Trul>', "lthe tons of this vot are toi
their can genseration wistr than the
san Sc1f the llia&n» I am &aar thalth ciraim la somnetimes rather boasting>'
mad, ln support otîibis denemniratien.
il practice. that immersienjîts are
greainl the minort>'., Even vert

this truc, it would in ne %vise sihow that
tlic practice et aftusion l an>' divine
sanction. But, in thc ligb: ht ti acts
intlîecase,suclhamîassuniptionwilibardy
be acce)teti b>' the well.informed, cycan
arnong the pxdobiptists. WVhen ihis
question tante Uovin the ticba:c bc:wcen
A. Camipbeli Amni Re. N. L. Rice, ai.
rcnd>' rc(erscd ta, 'M. Canmpbell showet
Oint ihe nuînber cf titose amimerseti
since the beginnimig cf the Christian
eri, compareti *iul those sprinkied anti
pourd, would be as taien to aneti IluI
mialcing thit statement," sait Mr. Camp.
bell, I"we have given ail that have been
immerseti in rte wresterri hait et Chais.
tendomi for Ohe bat five huritred yenrs,
te compensat for ail the clinîts that
ivere sprinkler! during the tintt thirteen
centuries. Alter making the moit rea-
sontable deduction which tant be dc.
mianded, wec have an immense mijorit>'
afimnrersed professora, compatia wmth
the sprinkled, . . . sei that the question
is not, whcre shaîl we inti a Diaptist
church (rnmeîsed believect) ta aaty
century, but idiote shaîl wie finot a
church af sprinkieti Christians?"

Let me sa>', tint more space has
beena given te ibis great question, the
action of bapt'sni, ihan te somne otiiers,
for the tesson thiat denomîrationaiism
ha paiti the more attenticna ta It b>'
persistent efforts ta maintaîn a antre
Popîsih rite, in place of the cemîranti.
manâment ef Jesus Christ as giv.m in
the gieat Commission.

S:. Thiomas, Ont,

Tiiere ha; beenmaucb sait preanicr
concerning tht Parlianent et Religions
whicb is ta be helti En :hls cil>' as ane
afUbe auxiljaujes et the Waorld's Celtim.
bian Exposition. That il wil resuait
beneficialiy, it wiseiy mantaged, we have
ne doubit. Certai>'l the Christian te.
ligie;, as reveilet ta tht ed oIcn the
Ne~w Testament, has nathlng te feit in
atachaâ triendi>' cenicrence as 1 lireo
paseti in tht Pa3rlianseent of Religions.
Chrîstianity shoulti flot hettte te give
a teason ofi ha hope belore such a
verli.assembly. The Admira, ina Us
keading edtiorial in Et: Issue ai lait
week, among oathet tntutiing iatter.
ances sa»s: "lRepresentatives of the
great hustorje tutuhs tram ail pants ci
the wend avili cerne together, sinipl>' as
mien, in frar>k anti friendl>'conierence
ev the cenînon tacts andi preblemi

of nian's spiritual nature. The cor.
(trente viii be ane vhlch Clanistians cf
ail athers ca> aitord ta velcerne. The
existence anti tht transcendant import-
ance of the religlaus instincts, needa
cravings, test.s anti bapes et mankind
isili be taken lor granted. Ail wiii adi.
mit that ' deep calleth unte deîp,l anti
ahat nothing short af the truth cari tnt
satisty the dieep ci>' of the humait
hcart. Eacb torma ai religion, froam
whatever land. wilI be aiket anti giren
ftest eppaî9tunitl, ta tell uhat ansiver
it bas ta etve."- The oracle.

Tht love of Christ ls like the bloe
sky, foiea which you a> sec duer>',
but thet rai vasinei ai which yau tan-
net nicasure. Ir is like thetatea, Ente
wbose besoin yeu cans lookt a litile va>',
but the deptbs are untatho=bc...Mc.

In ont !n.glc quiet heur af prayer
the seul will often maire more progreas
althala days ai company> wjîh ethens
Tt sl in the deseit that the dev tala
treshest andi the air sl Purest..-H.
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