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40 life whatever form or mould he
pleases,” In the absence of any still
supevior aninal to the human, which
anight exercise an analogous exactitude
in the sysiematic improvement of the
breed of man, it would be vain to hope
{perbaps wrong to wish for professional
-or scientific regulation of the conjugal
and parental unions of our own race.
But since there can be no interference
with individuals, so much the more, sure.
ly, should social and political arrange-
ments be free from any tendency to ex-
<lude a whole class (and that the fittest
-class) from its shave in those unions and
their results—any tendency to shut the
fittest mothers out from mtherhood.
We are still fur from being able to as-
sign to father and mother, exactly, their
respective influences in determining the
-original powers and qualities of the
organism, which is their common off-
spring ; but this, at least, we may say
safely, that it s their common offspring;
that it derives from both of them, and
-cannot he healthy and we l-conditioned
as their common product, unless they be
dealthy and well-conditioned, so as to
make healthy and well-conditioned con-
tributions, severally, in producing it.
When theretore we consider that the
mother cannot be thus healtbily and
-well-conditioned if her powers have been
persistently strained and overtaxed by
competitive efforts and struggles against
strength superior to her own, and con-
sider, also, that the strength of man is
thus superior, we see already the ruinous
unwisdom ofencouvaging the competition
-of woman with man, in the severe brain-
work of those “higher” studies which
mdke such vast demands upon the vital
powers, But how much more does this
become apparent when in production and
reproduction we include nof merely the
-original powers and qualities of the fer-
tilized germ-mass, as they exist in the
new organism’s earliest stage at the
moment of conception, but take into ac-
-count, also, all the after-cost to the
mother’s store of vitality during gesta-
tion and after parturition, until the off-
spring is full-fledged enough to take
flight out of the nursery. And, having
<ounted the after-cost, add in next, also,
$he previoas cost of building up and pre-
paring the maternal structure for dis-

charging duly those expensive functions
of pregnancy and maternity. When we
reflect, moreover, that compared with
the total cost of maternity to woman, the
cost of paternity to man is almost inap-
preciable, does not the conclision seem
to force itself upon us, that if women are
to make the outlay of force which severe
competition with man,especially in brain-
work, will render necessary, their ve-
maining stock of strength will be inade-
quate to meet the demands of mother-
hood—of brain-work especially? for we
must remember thas, of all activities,
noné seems s antagonistic to reprodue-
tiveness as that of cercbration, which,
indeed, follows inevitably from the large
outlay of vital capital which cerebration
involves.

Tn Mr. Herbert Spencer’s words : “if,
of the force which the parent obtains
from the environment, much is consum-
ed in its own life, little remains to be
consumed in producing:o:her lives.. .
Great is the physological cost of that de-
cipline by which high mental capacity is
reached.” In short, education is very -
expensive, physologically - as ‘well as -
pecuniarily, and growing girls are -not :
physiologically rich enough to bear the
expense of helng trained tor motherhood,
and also that of being trained for com-
petition with men in severer ex-:
ercises of the intellect, Before citing
facts and further authorities in -
proof and exemplification of this over-
expensiveness, it may be worth while -
(well-worn though the topic be) to dwell
a little longer upon the part which the
mother has in the making of the man—
in determining, that- is, the progress of .
the race: . .

¢ Children, Like tender osiers, ta'kethe bow,
And as they first are fashion .d, slways grow,” i

Liook at the man newly born—his one
experience of the extra-uterine atmos-
phere that it is cold- and sets him shiv- -
ering.. Now, some nine or ten years .
later, look at him again,, What a- dif-
ferent being has he become! What a
wonderful growth and development.has
there been of his knowledge and facul-
ties, habits and character! Never again.
in any other ten years, or any number
of them; even to the.three score and
tenth year, will there be anything
approaching fo an advance. and diffex- .



