
7ME1 UNION AS IT APFECTS L0WVUR CANAtD)A.

'Onftwàlif4 tho vcry peculiar posture of afflairs,
sought to stay the controvcrsy by a more course
of concession te the Assemnbly; wvhich body by
this lime had become essentially French Cuna-
dian tin al its viciws, and wns bosides uirging the
most extravagant demands in the nîost offen-
sive language. Avory short tîîne showed how
hopelessly the day of conciliation wus gone by.
Insurrection arrayed the races openly in arns
against each other; and the feud of engrin took
a formn tbat cou]d no longer bcdsegre or
mistdcen.

lu 1833, the entire Anglo-Canadian popula-
lion was for the first timo united in faver of the
Union. Distrustfut of the rac thcy liad so
long leoked upen as their enemies, they de-
znanded that it should nover agrain onjey polit-
ical.superiority over thcniselvcs; as it imst if,
at any tùne *# many years te corne, a newv
Constitution ihould be grunted te Lower Can-
ada. Scarcely less distrustful of thc policy ef
the Imporiai Governmient, with regard te the
points at issue between the French and them-
selves, they as heartily insisted on the insuiffi-
ciency of any more prolonged suspension of the
constitution, which should Icave it to deal %vith
both parties at its discretion. There wvas one
course only left-the formation of a newv Prov-
ince, in wvhich a majority of the constituent
body should hcofet their ovn race, and returri
them a legislature on whose sympathies they
night rely. By the Union, on the terns thcy
suggested, they looked iipon this object as
secured. The French Can-adian race, frein
precisely similar considerations, wvcre eof course
equally unanimous in their hostifity to the
projected change.

-Later events, however, have not f. ,ed te
jiroduce thoir naturai effect on the texuper ef
either party. British and French have both,
te a greater or less oxtent, changed tlir
ground; the former, as wvo have already inti-
mated, becoming somiewhat less confident and
zeatous on the crie band; the latt,r 5:holving
theaiselves eonsiderably lobs united in their
views, and on the whole Iess appr3hensivo, on
tho other.

The camzes of this change of feeling have
been several. The timo that lias elapsed lias
allowed men te refleet more cool[y than thoy
could at first do; mnking apparent te the one
party diffculties it had ovcrlookod, and te tho
ether the groundlewsness of somne, at toast, of

ils 01(1 fears, and a reasonable prospect ofseine
unt'orescen ailvantages. A more powerful
catise, however, is te be foîînd in the general
teiuper of' parties at hoiiîe and in Ulîper Canadat,
on the subject et' the Union. floth parties in
fower Canada liad boon broîight te look for-
ward te mensures of a more "evere cheracter
Ilian tliey noiw sec te be conteinpad.-to a
complote triumph, in l'uct, eo' the one race over
the otl:er. 'rhey find a mioderation displayed
~ihwihe «iV haeI no! cxYpczod. Proscription
and rlist'rancliisoniont are not se rnuch, as lalked
eof, eut of Lower Canada. "1britisli feeling,"
in Westminster andl tlîe Upper Pro% ince, refus-
es te respond to any preject flor the systematie
exclusion oe any class of British sîîbjects frein
the enjeymor.t eof tîose political îîrivileges
which are the common birtli-right of eIl. The
provisions eof the Union Act are not such as te
ineot the wishes of t hat class ot' individuals in
Lower Canada, (politîcians-lîy excess of cour-
tesy,) whoso day-dreanis are eof exclusive priv-
ilegves te ho forever enjoyed by a favourcd caste,
Wvho would risk any tlîîng in the shape of oli-
garcliicai misgovernîiient and gcral discon-
tent, such as coul(l net but result froni their
system,-ratier than try the infinitely loss
iiazardeîis experimont of' popuilar institutions
and equal laws.

1ý.ost îînfortunately for ils ewn interosts,
the (&British pnrty" in Lower Canada has
lieretofore numbored in its ranks, but tee inany
individuals of this slamp. TIn turnes eof high
excitenient, the mest violent partizans are nat-
urally thie most preîiiient. To this chuss eof
mon ive cannot pretend te rccommrend the
Union. Thoy are right in thinking il. is net
for ilieni. It is net meant it should estahlish
an "ascendancy" system in the Canadas, and
it nover w'ill. XVith this salutary knowvledge,
suggested already by their ewn instinct, wve are
content to ieave thom te the %well-eaxned insig-
nificance which the Union has in store for them.

With this elass of individuals *.hoeouer, the
great bulk eof the Anglo-Canadian population
c" the Province have no real sympathy. It
stands "1among tlieci, but not of theni." Its
objects, iLs feaus, and its fortunes, are ail dis-
tinct and separate frein theirs. Thcy pretested
in good faith, against a restoration of the old
constitution, simply because they saw in it the
triumph of the other rac, and their own defeat.
They are averse te any long continuanco of'


