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developmrent of the agricultural possi-
bilities of Canada, but who could not
stand the lack of varicty attaching to
the social side of farrn life. To remtove
somie of the disaivantages of living a
considerble distance froi town, we
have urged at different times the estab-
lisinent of travelling libraries and of
frce postal delivery in rural districts.

TrE question of travelling libraries
was dealt with and approved of at the
last anual mreeting of the Librarrans'
Association, and both this anid firce
postal delivery have found champions
in two of the leading Toronto dailics.
We are encouraged to believe that iere
again WCe have been the pioncer journa-
istic advocates o! refonurs which % tl be
embodied in the statute book at a not
very distant date.

Considcring the irdentity of initerest:,
which obtains bietween the fanners of
Canada and the institution by which
the 3MAssrx-IIARRIS i.LUsTRATED iS
publisied, it is only rigit that the Col-
nrrs of the latter should be devoted to

advocating the ciairrms of the fanners
on every occasion ; and that We have
not beenr derelict in our duty is, we
think, abundantly evidenced by the fact
that for sorrre tirme we fougit single-
handed tie cause of refornns, the mcrits
of which ara now acknowledged by
other observers of pubic necessities in
the press and inr parliarrent.

N' the death ol john Ruskin, whose
portrait appears elsewiere in this

issue, there has passed avay unother of
the few really grand old men of the age
Ruskin hasbeen described os "a painter
who dipped his brrsh in in k, a writer
who dipped his pen in a color box;
whose prose was poetry and whose
poetry was prose,"and, it may be added,
that all his work, whether as writer or
painter, was characterize by a passiorn-
aite love of nature. Equallystrongwas
bis loveof iumanity. Iisibenfactions

exhausted ar inirited fortune of $t,-
ooo,ooo, and but for the watcifuliess of
friends, of the reverrre derved fror his
works, arrmounstirg to ncarly $15.000,
ie would rrot has e iad erouigh for his
own comrforts. The object of iris life
was to raise the mrrass of rrarnkind to a
higier level of moral perception by
ieading ticm to a keerrer appreciation
of the beauties of nature. Art was his
mrediirmr, and art whrich did not tend in
this direction wvas to iirr a thiig to be
visited with censure the rmost scathiig.
Ilis inhience, not only in his own
counltry, but wierever the Anglo-Saxon
tongre is spokin, and in other lands as
well, has pernreated the lives oi throrr-
sanrds to whorr ie wsas mrercly a narrre,
it wVas au influence of the iid that dies
not with the man who wielded it, but
re.appears in the works of successive
generations who know not the source
o! the inspiration which operates within
thremr and develops tieir best efforts.

OFTEN have we entered our protest
againsta vigorous nation like ours

recivinrg all frorrr the mrrotherland in
the imatter o military and naval dtefence
and contributing practically nothing.
Wr in Canada were proud of our ieri.
tage of Emrpire, and while in the reains
of peace We had contributed to the
strength thereof, We iad never struck a
blow in its delence on the feli o! balle
except in days of rnothcr gencration,
wien Cnardian iearths and homes were
threaotenrCd. Vhile the Ermpite was at
peace or rngaged only in local wars
which did not unduly tax the resources
of the ieadquartes, Canda kept on the
even tenor of its purely colonial way,
offering homes and opportunities to
the surplus population of the older
countries, its people putting forth all
ticir energies to the development of
tieir country's possibilities. But as
soon as the cry of danger %%-.: icard-
danger to British freedonm and British
supremarrcy in a far-off portion o! the


