
The Counel et Jeruualemn

Item, v. 32. Itioathosewho lireneareet God
ad know His wiii most perfectly who are
best fitted ta comfort and strengthen others.
If we would be a source of helpi and encour-
agement ta others, we muet BSk ta know
God, who bas revealed Himeself ta us ciearly

and fully in Jeans Christ. In Hlm we shahI
find the unfailing fourntain of graceand
strength upon which we May oursires draw,
and su became channels through which the
saine grace and atrength may be conveyed ta
abhers.

POINTS AND PAIAGRAPHS

A muessage of counsel will be more readily
received wlien it le borne by a good man.
v. 22.

Ilere la the Churclîs Magna Charta. v. 2.3.
Mierepresentation la a inost daçgerou fori

ai lying. v. 24.
Faithial servie is the beiit title ta hionr

v. 25.

Lave ta Cliript is proved by sacrifice for
Christ. v. 26.

Thinge may be»xeceaary for the wel lare ai
tua cburch wbiclî are nut uecessary for per-
zonai salvation. v. 28.

Particular prohibitions may be temporary,
but the principle of seli-denial la eterual.
v. 29.

Me wlto encourages otiiere multiplies his
energy. v. 31.

Christ strengtbens tus that we may
strengtheu others. v. 32.

" Greetieg." Amongst the vîitles of the
New Testament ouly thal of James thus
commences, na bas been poiuted out by
Bengel aud otîmers. The caincidence may
ha a general oue, but it is more remarkable,
since thiq letter may have been wrilten and
dlctated Liv James lu bis authoritative posi-
tion.-Knowling.

This wna the beginuing ai New Testament
ficriptare, the firat af the Epig.ties. Il was
addrsssed tu Christian@ in Antioch, lu Svria
and Cida, nu later episties were addressed
ta tue Galatians, ta the Rlomans, etc.-Lind-
Bay'.

The eariy Christian church lîad its prob-
lems and disputes. The world has neyer
seen the cburch witbout ite probiemansd
discussions aud disputes. The early charch
wns happy lu beiiig led ta' such choie spir-
its ns Peter, James and Paul, who could ai-
low a free discussion and lead the peuple
througb ilup taGod' willsud truth. That

church in aur own day is fortunate, which
lias in it leaders of a like spirit.

More trouble cornes from words thoan from
deeds. It is cften liard ta find ain opportun-
ity ta do an injury, neyer ta say one. There
le always someoite ready ta trouble the
church by twisting God's wili or God's *ord
ta suit his selialh aime. The devil, even,
qtîoted ficripture ta further his designs an
the divine Sain of Mani.

The Concil did much tu stili the traubled
waters at Autioch by showiîîg their admira-
tion for the sacrifice and herolo courage of
lte missionaries ai that chîîreh. A littie
appreciation of the gond qua] ities ai aur op-
paitents wiil aiten dlsarma their lîostility.

Soine one bas said, " If you have trouble
with a friend, do not write bien, but go lu a
gentle spirit ta, speak ta hini." Tmat, was
tîte plan when Judas and Sulas were sent ta
Aîîtioch.

"-it seemed gond te the Holy Ghost
and ta us." The phrase quoted seemes toc
bold at finIt sight, but it shows a very Imm-
hie reliane on Christ'@ promise that, Hie
Spirit would lead Hia disciples into ail
tmuth, John 16: 13. They bad unselfisbiy
thought out the matter and doubtiesa had
prayed; they saw wliat wss the will of God'a
Spirit, and they made that titeir pleasure.

The peuple at Antiocb rejoiced because
they had secured ta tha Gentiles a place lu
the cburch andilu God's affection. Self-sac-
rifie lu regard tu amas, social customs, was
nothlng tathem. Wouldtltat alChiristians
feit that self-sacrifice oi drink or social cas-
tam Iana nothingta tbe saving ai drunkards
and brlngitg them ta a place ln the church
ai Christ i

This Incident Illustrates the thorougbiy
demnocratic cîmaracter of the apostolic Chris-
tianity. The messengers fraîn Jeru@alemn
reportied, ual tu the rixiers of the olturch, aur

ý 11, il

Lý1


