
if not, yen must reud tho lesson once more,
-%vith a poet's imagination noting this time the
dificulties whichi you *strode easily over, but
whichi would soon trip up littie feet. When
you write di wn suchi points on your paper,
underacore thein. And underseore themn
again. Av~ast deal of preparation for teachi-
ing is fruitless bec.Cuse it is made in the singu.
lar number.

The next stage in our lessoiî study wvill be
to answor our questions. Points in regard to
antecedents and motives will bo answvered by
the chapters intervening between the last
lesson and this. Those should next be rend.
Many difficulties concerning custonis andl laivs
will be cleared up by parallel passages and
the referenees of your reference Bible." Thoso
samne references wvill collate for you hielpful
utterances on the ethical problems of the pas-
sage. Coînparatively few people kiîow, by the
way, how~ nearly a reference Bible allows one
te dispense with the Bible dictionary, Bible
index, concordance, and comnmentary. 1 n
contiaually astonishied te se howv few are the
questions which may be nsked about a passage
that the Bible itseif does flot answer if closely
scrutinized.

"But ail this is a wvnste of tiîne," yon
object. la the lesson lielps ail of thesu
points are stated and discussed, fully, method-
ically, concisely. Others have donc this wvork
for me, anticipntiag ail my difieulties. Why
xîecd I repent their labor?" Suruly flot
nierely te, be original. There's tee inuch ori-
ginal work crying to be done te wvaste a
moment in duplicating unnucussarily wvork
alrc.ady done for us. But the Bible study caa-
not bu donc for you. It must end in famniliar-
ity with the Bible, in appreciation of it, in a
wide-awake undci-stnding of the problums it
presents, to bu obtanaed in ne way except by
original work. If difficulties are solved before
we have felt them. te be difficulties, if customs
and phrases are cxplained before we have dis-
covered the need of an explanation, and places
located before, we faîl te, grnping after them, it
is the old story of "lighit won, hight lost.-
And se I wish te repent that the one proper
commencement of study of a Bible lesson is
the Bible, and the Bible, and the Bible; once

ance, index, references, and atlas at our lov
te answer, if it inay bc, from tho Book itsel!
aIl tihe questions it lias raised.

Andc when this is donc, uven if evory que.
tion lias bee'î nnswvored, open anms to tle
commnentaries and the lessox ielps, the » ise-st
and richest you caa find, and as mnny as yoiî
have tiino for. Why ? Because twenty heads
are better than one; because the Heobrew ueni
(Îreek travel and debate and uxperience and
insighit and spiýrituality of oun best thitîkers
wiîll suggust nev points of viuw, add a wvori' of
illustration, may even upset some of your con-
clusions. Stand sturdily, liowver, iii thec
presence of thesu lenrned doctors. You wvil
be tempted to throw away your owa hoîtest
results and adopt thuir wise and brilliant
homilies. If you do, your clasýs %N ili laugli ut
you, or yawa. 'iou will bu giving them, îîot
youn life, but your rhetoric. Thuse lielps are
for inz5piration, not respiration and ýirculatiuzi.
Thcy are for hints towvnrd oniginality, iiot
hindrances. They are useful ia strengthuning
youn owa thought, vivifying your owvn feqliîîg
confirming your owv» conclusions, opening ni-wy
vistas for youn owva exploration, suggestiîîg
metio(ls for yciur owvn practicu. -

If these two lines of preparation have beun
faithfully carnîed ont, yen will by this time
have accumnulatcd a mass of material whlîi
ivill be confusing, and the third step is to
ruducu it to ordun. Long pract1ice lins con-
vinced me of the utility of the plan of writingý.
out questions. Whîether these questions are
used iii the class or not, thcy cliuify the sîîb-
ject înarvellously, and thiemere drill of wvritîîîg
thein adds fifty pur cent, te the teachiîîg power
of the instiructer. When 1 began trying it, I
was astoiîished to sec ow many thouglits
which suemud te mu quite promising aind
bright ceuld flot bc approaclied by the iaterro-
gative mood. I wanted to lead up to tlîis

pretty idea. I would soon find that mny ques-
tions refusud to lead up to tli naturally.
Why? biînply bncîLuetlitse fancies ans%ýertI

noC query lîkely te rise, solved no difficulty
likely to suggest itself. ani were mure adveîî
Litions décorations ivhiereivith I had beeîi
accustoined to load my Sunday-school tuacli-

te note oun owva questions, once te imagine our . ing, te show off.
sehiolars' questions, and once, in large mea- jMy attempt at formulntiiigr questions soon
sure, lîcre, tliere, aîîd evenywhere, coacord- 1 tau-lit me, too, that I lîad bucni indîilgingr iii


