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From a very pretty book, called
“The Great Exhibition,” Youth's
Library, No. 541, we give the follow-
ing conversation :—

Papa. The next object is attracting
more attention.

Rose. Do you mean, papa, this
cage, looking like our parrot's brass
cage ? I do not see anything in it.

L. Indeed, there is something in-
side, which, if it could be sold for the
value set upon it, would pay for the
whole Crystal-Palace, and for twelve
more crystal palaces besides.  Iere is
the mside for you to lock at.  Three
diamonds ! The large middle one is
called the “Koit-1-noor.”

R. Yapa, you ave joking. Tow
ean you squeeze so much value into
such a little thing 2 How can it hold
the worth of 896,000 lbs. of bright
glass in that little space ?

Ilenry. Besides the worth of the
iron. How much isa erystal palace
worth ?

P. About seven hundred and fifty
thousand dollars.  Now multiply that
by thirtecr.

H. Auswer. Nine million seven
hundred and fifty thousand dollars.

P. And the Koh-i-noor is said to
be worth ten millions of dollars.  But
such a value is not a real one ; it is
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the value set on it by
ctal value we call i..

AL Ttis a very remarkable thing,
papa ; what makes it so valuable ?

P. Five qualities that it possesses. 1.
Its brightness. 2. Its hardness. 3.
Its transparency. 4. Iis scarceness.
5. Its size. The luster of a diamond
isits chief beauty. Thesecond quality,
hardness, renders i useful j for it is
harder than any other substance.  The
hardness assists to preserve its beauty:
if it were soft, it would moie easily
become iarnished.  Its beauty is in-
creased by its third quality, transper-
ency, and its clearness from colour.
Its beauty and use, however, wovld
not give it this great value.  Suppose
that diamonds were as plentiful as

lass ?

H No. Tt is the fowth quality,
scarcity, which gives it value.

P. True; and the fifth one increases
it. A diamond’s value grows with its
size.

You have, I dare say, scen an ounce
weight ; a penny often weighs an
ounce. If an ounce were divided into
one hundred and twenty parts, we
should call each part a carat. Andit
is by these little weights that diamonds
arc measured. A diamond weighing
three carets is worth $360 ; weighing
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