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FOREST DEVASTATION IN NORWAY.

Wo tako the following from Dr. John
Crombio Brown’s ¢ Forestry in Norway "

‘eha roports of forest officials all ring the
chapges on the same iopiz, tho rapid disappear-
anpo of the forests, especially thoso of &r.
Thoy report that tho Government must do tho
work itself ; nothing or little can bo expected
from private proprietors ; only one of tho lattor
is spolen of approvingly as maing a movement
in the right direction.

The rights of pasturage are roported tobo o
great obstaclo, a3 the young trees must bo fenced
in ordor to protoct them from shoep, which in
Norway scem to bo very agile in that particular
part of tho west coast, needing o higher funce
thag usual, Tho oxpenso of fencing falls, of
coursg, on tho improving proprictor. One
¥riter 83ys Goverament should interfero on this
point, for nothing will bo done so long as sheop
cin roam gt large. Another brings the same
complaint against cattle.

Itis recommended that the heath under the
troeg ghould bo cqt down whon thore is o good
seed yoar, as it chokes the young plants.
Another ouggosts thas all woods attacked to
clerical or other offices should bo resumed by
Government ; their oxtent is small, but the
operations would givo instructions to proprictors
in tho neighborhood. In somo places land is
cheap, and could bo Lought to advantage, in
others it i3 very much subdivided, and difficult

toobtain,
Al} writo gloomily, and tho only hopo is m

the Government buying and replanting large
stretchos, and limiting tho rights of pasturage.

It is rocommonded further, that Government
officials should bo required to assist all who
wish their help in making attempts at forest
cdture, In goneral ths peopla only care for
mongy, a0d are carcloss of tho future, with, of
ooursy, cheering excoptions.  Ono English
compapy, it is roported, has beon bewing down
" atagreatrate,

Sumething similar may bosaid of the reports
on thg coonomical condition of the kingdom,
mado by the prefects of ninetoen prefectures,
and a roport of the same to the king by tho
Dopartment of the Interior, with copiss of the
adminjsteative instructions, and forms of tabu-
1ated rpturns roquired, and copics of tabulated
Tolumg roceived in regard to ngriculture and
catile, incln_ding"-meuomlogiuxl observations, 1n
repad to fishing and thechase, in regard to -

Qusttia} occupations and products, 1n regard to
commeree; Raaigation, and rozds, and an regard |
to financo and financinl conditions for tho years |
15011865 5 ang thepo arogiven offiaial reports on
tho coonomio conditions of the several prefec.
turd Jor the yeara 1866-1570, .

Tn the report on tho forest condition of Lister
and Mandaley repert mado to the Dopartment
of the Interior by Forcat-Asdstant Aar,

Wl‘ﬁlhgd in #000M9ivo numbors of tho Chrie-

tiansand Stiftfavis in tho latter months of 1870,
tho whole serieais charged with most interesting
minuto local doscriptions ; but the burden of the
whole i8 complaint of the divappearance of the
forests. Tho first district montioned, Vauso
and Hoerred, is described as subject to inunda-
tions of drifi a224; and tho planting of the

émund with trees, and the coveriug of the sand |

with sea-weod aro suggested as remedial meas.
ures, tho adoption of which is urgently called
for. Of thePracstergjold, or parish of Fjotland,
the clergyman writes that * thinga are bad and
ovory day becoming worso; as time goes on
overy stick growing will be converted into
money, and then——1"  From another district
the clergyman writes that thoro is no hopo
unless the Governmont come forward and pur-
chaso the remaining forests, I'rom o third
district tho clergyman, aftor pouring out a large
Jeremiad of lamentations, winds up with a liko
suggeation asthe only measuro likely to prevent
utter dovastation; and from tho Pracstergjeld,
or parish of Siredalens, the report is that the
destruction of forests has been carried so far
that even tho interposition of the Jovernment
could effoct nothing in proventing desolation,
08 somne places must cro long be almost unin.
habitable,

The report was furnished 0 meo by the Gov-
crument ; itis in exact sccordance with what 1
havo scen of tho results of reckless felling
elsewhere,

THE AUSTRAIJAN TRADE.

Somo interesting statistics havo beencompiled
with regand to the growing trado botween Aua.
tralia and the United States. In the year 1583
the United States oxported to Australia $352,-
000 worth of agricultural implements, $223,000
carriages and carts, $242,000 drugs and inedi-
cines, $1,203,000 from manufactures, $252,000
stoel manufacrures, $111,000 leather and manu-
factures of leather, $555,000 kerosene, £370,000
fish, $169,000 sowing machines, £796,000 tobac-
co, §224,000 lumber, $229,000 houschold furni-
turo, and §234,000 manufactures of wood. Tho
total export amounted to $6,739,000, which is an
insignificant sum compared with tho total value
of British exports to Australia, amounting Jast
yesr to $91,000,000. Although England ia
nearor to Australia than Amnerics, tho latter
yot hopes to do a lange trade with our distant
colonics, as thero aro many articles which could
bo produced and sent out at o greater advant
ago. Thoe Australian export to the United
States is at present very little, amounting
only to $2,088,000 in tho aggregatn for 185
Somo fears have mcently been expressed with
r.ferenos to wool-griwing in Australia, tho
2taple induutry, but the Federal Australian does

nat ehare in the ovi) forbodings, At tho same 'its natural sizc.

contres. ‘‘Wo have done thiy,” remarks tho
journal in question, *‘not beeauso weo labored
under the jaundiced impression that the Eng-
lish market was hikely to be glutted with Amer-
ican wools this year or next, and that the prico
of tho Australian staple would fall 22 per cont.
in consequence, or that our ideas of the present
and following scason’s clip were so buoyant as
to ivad ue to bolieve that the immense surplus-
ago would creato a paniv iz pricesin the London
market, but sitnply bocause we sce that ue tha
dovelopment of western Australi, the northern
torritory, and Quecnsland proceeds—and 1t has
beon going on rather rapidly of late—a targe in-
crease in the staple may bo reckoned upon.” In
1872 122,256,496 pounds of wool was imported
into America, In 1862 the juantity unported
was 55,964,236 pounds, whilo the population had
increased from 38,600,000 to 50,000,000. This
great falling off 1n iinported wool would appear
alarming and perplexing wereo it not for the fact
that in 1870 the amount of the domestic-grown
woslin the Umted States was only 100,102,357
pounds, while in 1850 it had increased to up-
ward 200,000,000 pounds. Australia does not
fear this increase, as the quality of wool grown
in the States can not compete with that grown
in the colonics. Owing to the unature of the
goil in many of tho American States it would
not pay the farmers to turn their attention to
wool _growing instead of the cultivation of
corvals, And, as 3 matter of fact, great as has
beon the inerease in wood growing in Anorica it
bexrs no proportion to the enornious increage in
tho production of other articlee. As Australia
and America aro nearly alike in superficial area,
and as the territory of tho latter is being rapidly
utilized for cercal and cotton products,
whiloe tho more distant continent—or such por-
tion of it as is settled—is nothing but a huge
sheopwalk, there is no danger for some time to
comeo of Australis lo~ing her supremaoy in woul

growing.—Zondon Tmes.

LUMBER NOTES.

Undor the head of ¢ Logzging Notes,” a St
John paper, of .\ugust 2nd, states that Mr,
Robort Connoers dows not agree with tho opinion
of Mr. Gibson, the lumber king, that therois
as much spruce lumber in the Provinco of New
Brunswick now as twenty yours ago.  He states
that in many districts of the Pruvince, whero
lumbering was formerly carried on heavily,

log-cutting has been totally abanduned of lato g

years, as the difficalty of wurking in tho wouda
bocomes m.ore and more difficult every year.
Tho logs aro bocuming ecarcer, amaller and
moro retnoto from the streama, It takes fuily
100 yoars for the spruca treo t2 reachits growtn,

tho Northwestern Lumberman, writing from
Midland, Ont., last weck, declares that bill
stuff and coarso lumber are about 50 cents to
81 lower than in tho spring, but good lumber is
steady at about last season’s prices. Lath has
boen good, aud up to last year, but now it is
dropping.  Shingles, 18auch, have declined
from 50 to 30 conts, and 16-inch about 25 cents,
“'There will not bo nearly so much lumber
mado hero this year as last, There arv soveral
mills idle that have not run any, and the Parry
Harbour mil! was burned lately, which shuts
off about 15,000,000 there. ‘Themn aro about
10,000,000 fect of logs hung up on the Muskoka
and Maganetawan that will not coino vut, and
about 10,000,000 more in the Muskoba that will
como out too lato, if they come at at all. There
are also about 400,000 cubic feet of square tim
ber hung ups on the above rivers, intended for
the Quebee markot,"—Monclary Times,

FAILURES OF THE LAST SIX
MONTHS.

Soveral Jargo disastrous failures have been
reported recently by the mercantile agencics,
Tho reason of theso failures has beon the over-
stimulating of production, tho drop in prices,
inability to realizo on stocks, and other purely
trade causes. Lovking over the list of failures
for tho past six months, it iz scen that the
majority aro of traders doing busincas with a
capital of $5,000 te $10,000. This clnes of
traders suffer more than the largor ones, aud
their suffering is duo to a groat underlying
causo, to which toolittlo attention is given, viz,:
that thir 1s an ago of centralization, Largo
concerns are eating up the hittls oness,. Wo soo
tho consoquences of combination on every side.
Thus, limited capital is less able to stand
pressuro than is largo capital. Small trnders
will slowly disappear; 1n a fow years, if this
tendency contitues, wo shall sco 1mmenso con-
cerns in overy departinent; immenso farms
made up of numervus small oues; immenso
factories Luilt with the money that otherwiso
would havo bren exjunded in & muititude ot
small onws, Southern Buddear and Manufac-
turer,

THE AU SABLE NAVIGABLE.

During all the years that lumbering hus been
conductedon the Au Sable river it had nover
sct ontered tho head of any person until the
present soason that that strean was navigable,
but David Camerun has demunstrated tha fact
pretty satinctacily that 1t 18 or can casily bo
mado so. Mr. Camerun passed Mive recently
un o flatiunt, having 19 tons «t provisions teg
the J. E. Putts Salt and Lumber company,

and whea it grows on burnt land it nover reaches , This wos a0 capenment o denwnatrate that the

Lime it unges tho dreirability of sacking noh | over, that with moderation m the annual out.

outlots for Australian wools in countrina like
Ghins and Japa~ and soms of tho Eurpean

vut the sprvee forests wall Lo available for o
for niany years tocome. A correepondent of

M:. Connor beheven, how- | Au Sable would bo nav)

ble fur flat-buttomed
stoamem frumn Grayhog down, It o alss stated
that Mr. Cararron haa contracted to dohiver the
irou for tho Polts railway, and that ho will float
it all down the nver,
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