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ure engaged is too grent for us, but there 38 | yurted to the use of pictures ard images in sheir ’ why shnuld it be neceasary to go to tl:ese Apme-

nothing too hard for the Spivit. We know
thut, cven ut this prescut titme of Iseacl's
blindness and degradation, ** there isa remunnt
necording to the lection of grace That run-
nunt, confiding in the almizhty ngency of the
Holy Spirit, our Misjonaries ure labouring to
gather from among the pntions.  They ure us.
ing the iustrument which God has appointed

to gain this object,  They * preach Christ eru-

cified, to the Jews n stumblinghlock, and unto
the Greeks fuolishness; but unto them which
ure called, both Jewsand Greeks, Chriet the
power of God and the wisdom of God.”” Lot
us sustuin them by our prayers. Let us con-
tinue in prayer and supplication on their he-
Balf,  Let us wait for the Spght unti) He he
poured on leracl ** from on high, and the wil.
derness be o fruitful ficld; andthe fruitful fiold
be counted for a furest,  Then judgement <hall
dwell inuthe wilderness, atd righteousness re-
main in the fruitfal field: and the work of
righteousness shall be peace, und the etteet of
rightconsnena quietness and nssirance for ever”
—Missivnary Herald.
e ————
RELIGION IN T'URKEY.

There can no lunger be auy doubt that the
Turkish mind 18 begnuning to be interested inshe
s:udy of the Bible, and the search after tuth,
For centurics, this strange people have heen sta-
vienaty inreligion, and in almost everything elee 5
becauso everything else with them s intimately
conneeted with teligion. It is chirfly within the
Jnst quarter of a cratury that sone signs of a
maovement and of progeess amnong themn have ap.
peared ; and, in the depariment of seligion, clue fly
within the last two years,

I'he Tutks have been said to be naturally a
religious people 5 and, 1 & centan sense, thisis
true.  They know mote about seligion than they
Jdo about snything clse. “Cheir sudies and
thonght run 2ecy nuch upon religious subj-cts.
1t you speak with them about the scicnces or gen-
eral history, or about geagraphy or the arts, you
anly awaken a vacant sare.  But il you intro-
duce a religions topic, thoy are immedimly at
hame ; and even the illiterate can discuutsa to you
an v the true faith,” ike children who have got
theirlessonsof by heart,  And, besideathes, there
there is & sernung tecognition of Ged in atl they
undertske 10 do, and 2 canstant and featlesaavow.
alof lependence on him inall the comman maiters
of life. To the daly saluation of * goed
morning.” the Turk replies. ** Teummend you
God ;” and to the inquity, * Ts your health gond I
he says senply. * Toanksbe to God ™ If yousay
10 2 Tutk—wiil you he at & certain place at such
a time 1 he never ventures to ray anything more
than, If itplease God *  Ifone would announce
1o ansther the death of amutual fnend, he always
prefaces the announcement with* May God give
you life” or somethicg equivalent.

All this, and much mote of the same kind, we
are hearing from the lips of the Tuiks every day,
Now, it is easy 10 say that thisisall a smere
matter of custom and form, and that, afier all,
there is nn real recognition of God inthe mind:
that these words are uttered with ne mure srnse
of iheic meaning, than we have, whrn we eay,
* good-bye™ (God be with you). But, while there
i« certainly ground for such & saspicion, siill 1
eannot persuade mysc.d thai the two caser are
exactly parallel. To me mind there is a strong-
er developement of tA+ religious scxnse among the
Turks than amarg the other classes of penple
in Turkey, nnt even excepting the Aimrnians,
And without going intn any theeries on the suh-
iect now, I wauld simply suggest that the chief
Teason for the difference may be found in the
fact, that the “Turke have adhered, conetanily
and sirangly, to the worship of God ae » pure,
jnvisible, everywhere-present Spirit, while the
ee-catied Ghristiza people around them have re-

religious worship—a practice whse constan ten-
dency undoubtedly is to deaden the spiritual

1 pereeptions, and to weaken w the wmind the sub-

dumng wlluence of the g eat teuth—that Gop s
EVERYWILRE,
Whatever may be the cause, I have no doubt
" af the fact, that the ‘Furks, #s a budy, have a
y attong relignions sense,  For centurres, however,
they have believed a lie. “They bave received
the Koran as a revelauon fran God, and by st
| they have heen cncouraged in the free indul.
gence of their carnal appetites and pasmans, It
is doubtf.l whether a race of men can be found
on earth whose minds are more fitled with what
is ¢ car hiy, scnsual, and devibsh”  If thes ap-
! pears to confiict with what has been saisl above,
the reconciliation of the discrepancy 18 ensy
‘I'he book which they receive as haviag come
dawn from heaven, escourages i them the ment
volupimous practices and hopeg.  We must not,
therefore, anticipate that the work of introducing
the Gospel among them will be casy.

and clamoraus pasmons to ovescono.  Depend
upon it, the *¢ offence of the cross™ has not ceas-
ed among those people; neither can it cease,
until it is taken out of 1he wa3 by the grace of
God breaking the power of #in over the mind,
and renewing the soul into hie own unage, ¢ from
gloty to glory, even ashy the Sprt of God.

I have hope for the Turks, from all that I ean
see and hear, and my hopea are baved upon the
migas thatare appparent of the actual wasking of
the Haoly Spisit upon their minds.  You must
not understand shat there is auyihing like a gen-
eral influence of thie tort mamfest ; fur from it
‘F'he work futherto has been confined to indieid-
unls here and there, and they arevery few com-
pared with the great mass of the people; hur
their number is steadily increasing, and every
now and then one and another show theinselves
who have bern gectrily reading the Seriprures
for years, and have been inwardly convinced of
the truth of Chtistianity, but have feared 0 avaw
it under the terrer of the awlul penalty of *¢ death
10 tho aposiate.”

Everybody is waiting 10 see what stand the
Goverament will take when the first case of a
full-blocded Mursutman bicommg 2 Chrintian
is forced upoa their attention, and they are cal-
led upon 10 act upen it in seme official manaer.
Cases of this sort are already known to them,
though hithierto it has heen easy to igrore them ;
but, evidently, this will not always bhe possible.
Oa tlio one hand, they will never dare to inflict
the death penalty again, for that would be to
violate their own solemn pledge, given atatime
when their very exivtence as a nation was in the
hands of the Christian powers. Qa the uther
hand they will fear their own fanatical peaple,
wha will insist that they must gither adheze fasih-
fuliy to the Koran or shandon it alwgether.

Meanwhile, we have some facts which show
the way the tide js turning. When Vely Pasha
en'ercd upon his office a2 Governor of India, he
branght foriard, it is eaid, before the Medjlis
{Council) a copy of the Bihle and of the Koran,
and declated —+ In discharging the duties of my
offiice I shall knaw no difference between these
twabooks. An oath upon the one shall be just
assacred an the other.™

Scveral Museu!mans in Candia, whoee {athers
were Greeks, have since embraced the Christian
religion, and he has protecied them, alihough in
doing thushe hae givea greatumbdrage to the fane
atical of his sect,

Recently an Armenian yonng man, in Brooss,
hecame 3 Proteseant, and acenrding 10 usage,
the brethren took his name to the Medjlis of
the place, 1o have 1t inscribed on the Protestant
list. A membher of the Council said they must
first speak with the Armenian Bishop on the
subject. % No,” said the Pasha (Soolyman Pa-
sha) who presided,* Even Turks become Pro-
testants now a-days, and nodody says @ word:

s uansl”
i enrolled.
It 18 sy painful duty, however, now to an-
| nounce a fact of recent occurrence, on the other
i stdo o ane queation,  For gome moenthe past, s
i youngr Mussulman Captain Liere, in Constantino-
ple, has been swdying very setivusly the word of
God.  Gud seemed to open his mmd 1o seceive
{the trash, and 2 more interestiug and promising
case we have rarely seen. It is now Ramazan
with the ‘Tutks, when, as you are aware from
sungize torunset, for a whole month, their rehgi-
| on requires them to eat absolutely nothing  This
| fast our young friend thought it his duy not to
vhserve. It was aiso noticed thaton every Sun-
day he went awny somewhere, and it now ap-

‘The young mun wav imwediately

‘ pearshat ho was watched, and seen 1o go to the

Proteatant placo of worship,  Some of the higo-
ted Mussulmans of the place immmediately coms
! plained to hiscamnmanding officer, who, two days
y ago, had him put 1o prisan, wh+re he stiil remaing.

If there 3 Efforts are being made to g1t him released 1o~
are 0o 1dols to be swept away, there ate strong | 9y, and Ltrost they will be succesful. 1 under-

stand that the Pasha who gave ihe order is him-
selfl really no Mussulman, tur he feased not to
yeeld 1o the bigoted ‘I'uiks around him. Our
fervent prayer e, that God may strengthen the
faith of thas young “‘centurion * (for thatisexaci-
ly his t'tle) by this trial, and it hin for great
usefulness among his own people. I trust that
cur Christian friends in Briain and Amegica
will juin us most 2arncarly in sugplicating ihe
blessing ol the Divine Spuit upon ali the difs
ferent races of people in this land.—Jrish Pres-
byterian.

A REMARKABLE MISSIONARY WORK
Al SAN-POH, CHINA

The Rev. J. L. Nevins, of the Ningpo Miseion,
sends us the following accuunts, which will be
tead with interest 2

Nixgro, Feb. 27, 1557,

We informed you in our last monthly letrer
of a issionary work just brgun by native Chrise
tiuns connected with ur Chusch, in the region
of San-poh, about forty mites Norih-West from
Ningpo. Weate very happy to srate that God
se=ms 1o be biessiog this effurt, and crowning it
with alost unexpeciod succers.

Not quite a month since, Zia, who is perman-
entiy stationed there as a native assistant, ve-
torned 1o his labors, afier having paseed the
Cluns New Year at Ningpo, a cconmpanied by
1wo others of our church menibers.  Zia had met
with encouragement before, but not of a very
matked or unutual charscter. On the arrival
of our three native bresheten, they observed an
unusual degree of interest mawnfrsied by the
peuple, which scemed toincrease daily.  Neigh-
bours and persons frow a disatce of two ot
three miles gathered 1opether 10 listen 10 the
new docirines, and generally remained attentive
listenets. unwiiling to disperse uantil afier mid-
night. The native assisraniz were lahotionsly
empluyed night and day, in talking with the
people, buthin their own hired houee, which
was fouad to be 100 sirait1or them, and in ather
places 10 which they were invited by those who
became acquainted withthem. The word presch-
ed s2emed 10 be accompanied with power, and
affected the hearts of the peuple 8+ we have not
seen them affccied here belote. By the last ac-
counts, teceived neatly two weeks since, atwiot
thiny, exclusive of women, and chiidren, seemed
10 be interesied inquiters.  Of these about ten
profess faith in Chrisi, and a determination 10
follow him through eviland through good tegort.
Of these ten, three, who sre said to be a fair
sample of the whole, have visited Ningpo, and
the amoun® d cleamness of their Christian
koowledge, ¢ .cidering the time during which
they have acquired it, has surprised us. It je
patticularly eacoursging to notice, that tleir




