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Aliinost every word of this passage is emphiatic. The grandeur of its sur-
rouiudiiîgs is also remnarkiable, conisistiiug of great anîd wvotderitil l)iCepts ; of
ricli uid broad exhortatioins evideitly condensed, but boldiy anîd Iitirriedly
delivered, with sigius of stroîîg eînotion ini the apostle's spirit-and a, fuit soul:
ail beariîîg the burden of perfectioni, prcpariiig uis for .the grandeur of the
prayer that follovs. Nowliere hiave we, ini the saine Iiiniits, so grand an array
of sucli divinely spokzen precepts as liere. Precepts which neyer demianided
more ironi, nor put a, igheIir lionor upon hinian abiiity. As we procceci, we
are mnade to fel as if the apustie is about to ask somne great thing-but, a
great tliing wiherc there is fuill 1re1Iai'atioii and arrangemlents to receive it; by
hiavnîg proved ail thiigs, hueld fast t.Iîat, wlîich is good, and kecpt froiln every
evil. Just at that Point, wl'hei our auîîbition to bc 2)eifect ha.s beuil stiiinulated
to the uitinlost-tlîe, transition takzes place froini w'hat we eaui do0 oIur.-lves-
to wvhat, God nîiust do for us. " The very God of pe-ace sanctify you whiofly."

«J'hc vcr-y God of Ipcacc." The lagaeis sigiiificanit auJ very charac-
teristie of Iimi wliîo does the work. le is etînphatically thc vociry God of Ioac;
-wheni mein revolteci from his alleg,,ianice and fe11 uxîder wratlî, God devised
means to restore hM. God -%vas in Christ reconciliiug the worid uxîto Itixuseif,
flot inîputing thieir trespasses unto thein. He biath niade pe'ce tlirotighI the
blood of his cross; and preached peace to, thein which wvere afar off. J'Iighit-
eousness and peace are the stronggholds of his K7,.iigdon'î. le-ace begins the
state of arace. Rom. v. 1. ]?eace pervaded it, andi peace is its perfection
(Johnî xiv. 27,) and rew,,r,.=.c the endi of that manî is peace."

Sanictify. God only is the sanctifier of luis saints,. It is God thiat
justifietli, it is no less iîn that sanctifieth. It is iîot anything we eau do; a
xnians ideas and language must be very lax, wlien lie speaks of sanctifyiig
hirinself. Whcen the scriptures speak of our part iin this inatter, other ternis
are carefully used. One onily could say '«I sanctify myseif."'

It nust, hoviever, be righitly understood wvhat, the apostie means. While vie
are ied in cleýanisiiir om'selves from ail filthiness of flesh and Spirit, "1proving

ail Ùhings, «I holding fast thiat Nvichl is good,"' avoiding, ail appearalice
of (,vil," tien to comiplete the workc and clothe the vihole wvith divine radiancy,
lie prays, inay "'God himiself sanctify you wholly."

*Tiiere is a patriarcmal. meaiing of the word vihicli cornes up with it along
-,%itli the Old Testamrent. As the sprinkling of typical blood, and the wvashilîg
,of typical wvater sanctified to the puriIyingr of the fli j, so the better blood,
and.fie parer wvater of the gospel wvasÏied tlie Spiritual. body of the sacrifice.
Hfeb.,.ý. 22.

It .is thius applied throughout the epistie to the Hebrevis, also, with a
-certain :chîange iu 0't. John's episties. In this sense; sanctification is one -%vith
.justification. By one offering lie liath -perfected for ever themn that are
sanctifigd. Heb. x. 14. Iii this sense vie are with theim a, chosen g'eneration,
-a royal -priestlîood, ail h10Y nation, a Peculiar people, to oier up spiieiual
.sacr*iîfccs,.accepteable uinto G3od through Jesus Christ.

The sanctificationof thie text is not a disciplinary or self-consecrating
effortr-not' tJie ..tes.ut of .a .ue' direction or new imipetus given to oui


